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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
IRAQ PARI 6 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

eq ion n No. i 

IRAQ: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1951 

Sir J. Trout beck to Mr, Eden. \ Received 31 st January) 


(No* i2. Confidential) Bagdad, 

2Sr/i January, 1952. 
I have llie honour to transmit to you 
herewith a review of events in Iraq during 
the year 1951. I am indebted to Mr, Gamble 
for the section on economic affairs, and fur 
ihe rest of the report to Mr. Donald 
Maitland. 

2. It may not be out of place for me to 
add a few comments of my own. I suggest 
( hat the first outstanding point to be 
recorded of Iraq in 1951 is that while most 
the Middle Eastern countries were beset 
by turmoils of a greater or lesser magni¬ 
tude. Iraq remained comparatively stable. 
Opinions may differ as to the reasons for this 
phenomenon and as to the likelihood of its 
GGntinuance* but it is at least a fact to be 
n °ted. Another item to be recorded cm the 
credit side of the account is that while 
Persia appears to be on the verge of bank¬ 
ruptcy* Egypt to be faced with grave 
economic strains, and Jordan to be main¬ 
taining a precarious existence on the basis 
°l British subsidies. Iraq's economic future 
should be assured on the financial side by 
vast increases in her revenue from oil. 
Thirdly, there are no signs that communism 
J 5 gaining any serious hold in the country* 
may contain many neutralists, but their 
Motive is not any love for Soviet Russia or 
Jor communism but rather the conviction 
Inal the Western Powers could not 
Prevent Iraq from being overrun in a 
**tajor war. 

L I here are grounds therefore both for 
thankfulness and for hope. At the same time 
dtcre are undoubtedly causes for anxiety 
^he Government is popular neither abroad 
n ° r at home. It is at loggerheads with most 
tlie other States of the Middle Last, not 
deluding Jordan despite, or perhaps in a 
Measure because of. the family relationship 
the two ruling houses. At home it is 
Probably true to say that the man in the 
^reet has equally little confidence in the 
JOvernrrteitf ami in the opposition parties. 


He regards all the political leaders as equally 
self-seeking. As a result there seems to be 
a tendency on the pari of the Govern mem 
(and it would probably apply to any alter¬ 
native Governmentl to despair of goodwill 
and co-operation on the part of the popula¬ 
tion and to rdy on the army and the police 
to keep it in order. Iraq could therefore 
hardly he described as a country at unity 
in itself. Meanwhile one hears on all sides 
that the standard of administration has 
never been so low. In such conditions I fed 
bound to sound a note of warning against 
hopes of any spectacular advance in the field 
of economic and social development. The 
money, indeed, may be available* but money 
alone cannot make much headway against 
an ingrained corruption and inefficiency in 
the administration and against a ruling class 
sadly lacking in social conscience. I think 
we should therefore be unwise to expect any 
radical change in Iraq as a result of her 
newly-acquired riches. Change is more 
likely to come as the result of the Shias 
gradually usurping the predominant position 
hitherto occupied by the Sunnis* and it may 
not be to our benefit. But for the moment, 
though one would never guess it from 
reading the local press, the general feeling 
towards our own country seems to be one of 
respect and even friendliness. And if we 
build up our strength in die Middle Hast and 
extend k> Iraq sympathy in deeds us well as 
words, by supplying her with (he arms 
she needs, there should be a reasonable hope 
of keeping Iraq fundamentally on our side 
in the cold war, 

1 am sending copies of this despatch and 
its enclosure to His Majesty's Representa¬ 
tives at Cairo, Damascus, Beirut. Amman, 
Jcdda, Tel Aviv, Tehran* Ankara* the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf* the 
Head of the British Middle East Office. 
His Majesty's Consular Officers in Iraq and 
the Air Officer Commanding in Iraq. 

I have. &e. 

J. M. TROUTBEt K. 
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Enclosure in No, l 

General 

There a as no change of Government in 
Iraq in 1951 and. in spite of events in Persia 
and Egypt, the Prime Minister, Nuri Said, 
was able to resist pressure to embark on 
rash policies. At times he was unusually 
sensitive to the Nationalist Opposition's 
attacks on his conduct of affairs and he may 
in future he less able or willing to implement 
I he policies he believes in. 

2. The agreement drawn up between the 
Iraq Petroleum Company and the Iraq 
Government will* if ratified by the Iraqi Par* 
I i ament, give the Development Board 
sufficient funds to execute its programme, 
which became law during the year. But, in 
spite of the energy of the Minister of Social 
Affairs, no real steps were taken to bring 
about the social reform which must accom¬ 
pany the economic development of the 
country unless poverty is to be multiplied. 

3 Internally some progress was made. 
Security remained good throughout the 
country and the formation by Saleh Jabr 
of a new political party to rival Nuri Pasha's 
Constitutional Union Party gave rise to 
hopes dial true parliamentary democracy 
might eventually develop in Iraq While the 
parties agree on major issues such as sup¬ 
port of the Monarchy and cooperation with 
the West, they have a different approach to 
domestic problems, 

4, The Royal Family had scarcely 
emerged from mourning for Queen Aliyah 
when King Abdullah was murdered. This 
and indifferent health ken! the Regent out 
of the public eye for much of the year. 
When he did appear he seemed less willing 
than usual to deal firmly wilh the politicians 
and he was clearly unnerved by the scries of 
assassinations of leaders of Muslim States, 

Domestic Affairs 

5, Early in the year there were signs ihat 
the enthusiasm which Nuri brings to his 
work at the outset of a term of office was 
beginning to be consumed. The plans for 
providing employment by executing small- 
scale development projects had failed to 
achieve their object and, with the prices of 
food -stuffs rising, the poor and unemployed 
were facing increased hardships. Nuri him¬ 
self was showing signs of strain and of art 
unaccustomed sensitivity to criticism* His 
choice of Mustafa al Umari and Taufiq 
Suwaidi (the latter had joined the Cabinet 
as Deputy Prime Minister ;md Acting 
Foreign Minister in February) as his prin¬ 
cipal lieutenants had weakened rather than 
strengthened his position, as both were 


notorious for their venality. Rumours oi ,i 
change of government were rife and the 
opposition parlies increased the intensity of 
their attacks in Parliament and in the press. 
The group influenced by Muzahim al 
Pacbachi and Ali Jaudut al Aiyubk which 
consisted largely of the Opposition !>epi]iics 
who hud resigned from Parliament in March 
1950, together with the National Democratic 
Party» wane meanwhile attempting in a 
series of articles in the press to propagate 
the conception of neutrality in the world 
conflict* Public opinion had been impressed 
by tile Chinese successes in Korea and 
resented the part the Western Powers had 
played in the establishment of Israel with 
undiminished bitterness. The desire for 
neutrality was also strengthened by the belief 
that the Western Powers would be unable to 
protect Iraq should she he invaded from 
Russia, The idea accordingly gained some 
popularity, but the stabilisation of the mili¬ 
tary situation in Korea stimulated more 
reasoned discussion of Iraq's r&le. The fol¬ 
lowers of Hi km at Sulaimaii and Nasral al 
Paris? joined in the fray and criticised the 
Government for its failure to control the 
prices of essential commodities and to deal 
with I he problem of laud taxation, 

6, The Government was seriously 
weakened by these attacks, but it seemed 
that it could survive the summer provided 
Nun remained in good health and Saleh Jabr 
did not come out into open opposition. The 
latter had returned from Europe in January 
and had been preparing to form a new 
political party which would contain some 
of the younger elements opposed to Nuri 
as well as his own Shia supporters in Basra 
and on the Euphrates, Saleh Jabr had no 
immediate intention of forming the party 
since he felt that such a step would he tanta¬ 
mount to an open breach with Nuri, The 
followers of Muzafnm al Pachachi had no 
SUCh inhibitions and on 16th April they 
applied for permission to form an associa¬ 
tion to be culled the Untied Popular Front. 
The lenders of the National Democratic 
Party were amongst the signatories of the 
application and the Minister of the Interior 
was correct in refusing the application on 
the grounds that under Iraqi law- an associa¬ 
tion could only consist of persons and could 
not embrace other pm lies. A new applica¬ 
tion. which none of the National Demo¬ 
cratic Pan> leaders signed, was submitted in 
May and permission for the party to form 
was granted. 

7, Meanwhile, the problem of the Iraqi 
Jews had arisen again. The law permitting 
them to emigrate to Israel provided they 
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renounced their Iraqi nationality expired in 
March and the Chamber of Deputies rushed 
through .i law freezing the assets of all those 
who had applied to leave the country. A 
few weeks later another law was passed 
freezing the assets of those Jews who had 
left Iraq illegally or who, having left legally, 
did not return within a specified period, A 
total of over 105,000 Jews had applied to 
leave the country when the first of these laws 
was passed. The air-lift of Jews to Israel, 
Which was the monopoly ol an American 
charter company, was suddenly speeded up 
and by the end of August almost all the 
tie nationalised Jews bad left Iraq. 

k. The murder of General Razmara on 
7th March arid subsequent events in Tehran 
and Abadan caused a flutter of excitement 
and anxiety in Iraq. The Opposition parties, 
aware that the Government were discussing 
the future of the oil industry in Iraq with 
the Iraq Petroleum Company, were quick 
to seize their opportunity. The Istiqlal 
Party demanded the nationalisation of Iraqi 
Oil and the National Democratic Party took 
up the cry. The Lake Hutch incident added 
to the general restiveness and by the middle 
of April, when the debate in the Chamber 
of Deputies on the budget estimates for the 
following year began, tension was rising 
throughout the country. Hie Isriql.it 
Deputies’ attacks on the Government's 
policy were biller and sustained. They were 
helped by the allegations of corruption and 
nepotism against two members of the 
Cabinet made by the well-meaning but inept 
Saad Um.tr. a former Minister of Education* 
But. when challenged by the Prime Minister, 
he failed to substantiate his charges and was 
suspended for the rest of the session, the 
advantage lay with the Government. In his 
reply to the debate Nuri Pasha exposed the 
basic fallacy in the doctrine of neutrality, 
reiterated that it was his policy to revise the 
Treat) of 1930 and tried to show that many 
°f the promises of domestic reform made in 
the Speech from the Throne had alread) 
been fulfilled. In spite of the more construc¬ 
tive criticism of its policy by Saleh Jnbr's 
Supporters and of a growing demand for 
the reform of the electoral system to provide 
for direct elections, the Government 
Merged well from the debate. Thanks to 
(he energy of Fadhi! Jamah, the President 
the Chamber of Deputies, the two remani¬ 
ng weeks of the session were the most pro¬ 
ductive of legislation. The Civil Code, 
^ lieh had been in committee for seventeen 
-rears, the Development Hoard's programme 
the Law for the Exploitation of State 
domains, were passed by both Chambers 


after exhaustive debates. No action was 
taken on a projxvsal to nationalise the oil 
industry and. on electoral reform, it was 
agreed to review the past working of the 
two-Stage system of elections. The despatch 
of units Of the Royal Iraqi Air Force to Syria 
at the latter's request strengthened the 
Government's position and, when Parlia¬ 
ment was prorogued on 1st June after its 
most active session on record, Nuri Pasha 
was again master of the situation. 

9, On the day Parliament was prorogued 
the United Popular Front announced that it 
had formed a Provisional Executive Com¬ 
mittee. Taha al Hashimi. a former Prime 
Minister, was elected President of the Front 
and Rid ha al Shabibi, Vice-President. 
Muza him a! Pachachi was a conspicuous 
absentee from the committee; the other 
leaders were presumably reluctant to preju¬ 
dice their immediate future by loo dose 
identification with a person whom the 
Regent was known to hold in contempt. 
When the committee was formed it was 
made clear that the from would co-operate 
with the National Democratic Party and 
particularly in propagating the idea of 
neutrality The United Popular Front had 
now emerged as a gathering of 11 Old 
Guard" politicians resentful of Nuri's 
success which means their own exclu¬ 
sion from the Cabinet and the fruits 
of office. 

!0. Of more significance for Iraq was the 
announcement on 19ili June that Saleh Jabr 
had requested permission to form a political 
party called the Popular Socialist Party. 
Numerous attempts had been made to effect 
a reconciliation between Nuri and Saleh Jabr 
before Parliament went into recess. But it 
seemed that the extreme Sunnis amongst 
Nurds supporters and the extreme Shi as 
amongst Saleh's were loath to sec these 
efforts bear fruit Nuri was in any case 
preoccupied with events abroad and ii was 
not altogether a surprise when Saleh went 
ahead with the formation of his party. The 
party held its first meeting on 20th July. 
The composition of its Central Committee 
indicated Saleh Jabr s concern to secure as 
much Sunni support as possible and to 
strengthen his position in the north. The 
absence of politicians of the first rank from 
membership of the party suggested that such 
known supporters of Saleh Jabr ns Abdul 
Karlin al U/ri and Fadhil Jamah were not 
yet prepared to lose their freedom of action 
by siding openly with him 

19, Meanwhile, a Cabinet crisis had 
suddenly flared up. On 15th July. Taufiq 
Suwaidi threatened to resign unless the 















Cabinet agreed to appoint liis brother Presi¬ 
dent of the Court of Cassation in succession 
to Judge Prichard. The Cabinet, who sus* 
Fueled Arif Suwaidi's integrity and dreaded 
the use to which the Suwaidi brothers might 
put their combined influence as Deputy 
Prime Minister and head of the highest 
judicial authority, were adamant and. alter 
a discussion jn the small hours of the 
morning with the Regent, who was to leave 
the following day for London to arrange 
King Faisal's summer holiday, Taufiq 
Suwaidj was obliged to resign. Shakir a] 
Wadi again became Acting Foreign Minister 
and Nassau Sami Tatar vpas appointed Presi¬ 
dent of the Court of Cassation, being 
replaced a s Mmister of Justice hy Jamil 
Abdul Wahab. 

3 2, Real progress was at last being made 
in tiie Government's negotiations with the 
Iraq Petroleum Company and in the middle 
ol August the Prime Minister announced the 
main he.ids of the agreement which had been 
reached. This news roused the opposition 
to a f ury and calls for the nationalisation of 
the oil industry bv the Istiqhd Party, The 
United Popular Front and the National 
Democratic Party gave way to a series of 
slanderous attacks in the press on the 
Government and the British connexion 
which continued until the end of the year. 
Nuri again visited London and did not 
return uniiE a few days after the Egyptian 
Government abrogated (he 1936 Treaty of 
Alliance, The opposition's attacks on his 
lukewarm support for Egypt convinced him 
of the need to broaden his Cabinet but, 
although he invited Taha a] Hashimi and 
Rtdha ill Shahibi of the United Popular 
Front and one of the leaders of the htiqlal 
Puny to join the Government he was unable 
to agree to the conditions which they pul for¬ 
ward, He was only willing to drop Abdul 
Wahab Murjanr, who had handled the 
country’s finances with neither competence 
nor imagination, The fact that Nuri Pasha 
did not approach any of Saleh Jabr's sup¬ 
porters was indicative of the extent to which 
he hud been influenced by she more extreme 
Sunnis amongst his own following, 

IT Soon afterwards Nuri began to fulfil 
his promise to discuss electoral reform w ith 
the political leaders. He insisted, however, 
that any aiiieiidment of the existing system 
should preserve the principle of two-stage 
elections. As ail I he opposition parties had 
publicly declared for direct elections, they 
could not of course discuss the subject on 
these terms, These (wo abortive attempts at 
negotiations caused the Opposition unusual 
irritation. Unfortunately this coincided 


with the Egyptian Government's rejection of 
Ihe Four-Power defence proposals. It thus 
happened that the Opposition newspapers 
vented their spite by attacks on the principle 
of joint defence and by calls for active sup¬ 
port of Egypt in her " heroic struggle.'’ The 
news from Egypt that 14th November was 
lo be celebrated as National Struggle Day 
gave the Opposition parties a golden oppor¬ 
tunity for mischief-making. One by one 
they announced that their followers would 
observe the day with a strike, Nuns party 
•done made no com menu thereby inviting 
further criticism from the Opposition, in 
the event the strike passed off peaceably and 
the excitement in the country began to sub¬ 
side, Parliament was prorogued for a 
month a few days idler it was opened at the 
beginning of December, ostensibly because 
the Government had not finished preparing 
the legislation which was to be laid before it, 
The Opposition acquiesced in this move with 
unusual timidity and at the end of the year 
the internal situation was quieter than at any 
other Lime. 

Foreign Affairs 

14. 11 in 1951 Iraq made some progress 
in domestic affairs, in the lickl of foreign 
affairs the year was one of disappoint men is, 

15. Disagreements over the conservancy 
ol the Shatt-al-Arab and the status of the 
Arab tribes in Khuzistan had for long 
soured Iraq's relations with Persia. Tne 
latter':, recognition of Israel and the 
facilities given by the Persian authorities to 
the Jews who had smuggled themselves om 
of Iraq in 1949 and 1950 had caused a 
further estrangement, and the Persian 
Governments efforts to expropriate the 
AngloTranian Oil Company were not 
observed by the Iraq Government with 
complete sympathy, more particularly when 
the Persian press embarked on vicious 
attacks upon the Iraq Government for tlieir 
alleged acquiescence in the massing of 
British forces near the Persian frontier This 
touched (lie Iraq Government on a sensitive 
spot and they were indeed highly nervous 
lest His Majesty's Government might decide 
to use Iraqi territory for a descent on 
Abadan, The “anti-imperialist " nature of 
Dr. Musaddiq’s policy naturally appealed to 
the opposition parties in Iraq; similarly the 
holy struggle proclaimed by Abul Qassim 
Kashani caused a Ruiier in the holy cities 
of the Shias, But Nuri Pasha succeeded in 
resisting pressure to embark on such 

, id ventures as the nationalisation of Iraqi 
oil. Nonetheless, he kept the Iraq Petroleum 
Company hanging on a string until he was 
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cent n that Dr. Musuddiq s policy had 
failed to bring Persia either economic pros¬ 
perity or the fulfilment of her " national 
aspirations." throughout the summer the 
attitude of the Iraqi authorities at Basra 
was sympathetic, and the expeditious way in 
which Abadan was evacuated can be 
attributed largely to their co-operation. 

16. An event which made a deeper 
impression on the minds of Iraqis was the 
murder in July of King Abdullah, following 
a few days after that of Riad a I-Sol h. Most 
Iraqis were horrified by the circumstances 
of the murder and were apprehensive of the 
effect w hich two assassinations of major poli¬ 
tical importance would have on Arab prestige. 
The murder at once gave rise to speculation 
about t lC succession in Jordan and all 
political parties agreed that it afforded an 
opportunity to bring about Iraqi-Jordan 
union The Government, however, wore in 
no hurry to take action, Nuri Pasha, who 
attended tire late King’s funeral, was con¬ 
vinced by what he had seen and heard in 
.lordin that no decision could be taken 
about the succession until after the 
Jordanian elections at the end of August. 
He was prepared to insist, however, that the 
throne should be occupied by a Hashemite. 
At the same time he doubted whether any 
ol King Abdullah's descendants was fit for 
the throne and he had let it be known in 
Jordan (hat, if the same conclusion should 
be reached there, the two countries could 
always fall back on King Abdullah's own 
proposal that King Faisal should become 
King of Jordan also. As time went by it 
became dear to the Iraq Government that 
the opportunity for bringing about the 
union of Iraq and Jordan was slipping away, 
Nuri Pasha again visited Amman after 
Talal had been proclaimed King and on his 
return he seemed prepared not to press for 
union so long as Jordan remained stable. 
Unfortunately, towards the end of the year, 
relations between die two countries began 
lo deteriorate as a result of misunderstand¬ 
ings between King Fa hi I and the Regent of 
Iraq, wlia resented llie fact that one of nis 
cousin's first acts had been to visit King 
I bn Saud without even informing him of his 
intention in advance. 

17. Iraq's relations with Syria also 
worsened towards the end of the year, 
Hopes of a union of the two countries had 
been revived in the spring when the Iraq 
Government seized the opportunity pre¬ 
sented by the outbreak of fighting at Lake 
Huteh to offer military assistance to Syria, 
I he bombing of Syrian territory by Israel 
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aircraft persuaded the Syrian Government 
lo accept the offer, and in May, in a scene 
of rare enthusiasm, the Prime Minister 
informed the Chamber of Deputies that an 
Iraqi force of aircraft and anti-aircraft 
artillery had been despatched lo share in 
the defence of Damascus. Three months 
later, however, when the danger had 
receded, the Syrian Government requested 
the withdrawal of the force. Relations 
between the two countries thereupon 
returned to normal but Colonel ShishakH's 
coup d'dim in November changed the 
situation. The Government and the Opposi¬ 
tion parties alike condemned the coup ; and 
Saleh Jabr's party suggested in a manifesto 
that all measures, peaceful or otherwise, 
should be taken to restore tire rule of law 
in Syria. The Iraq Government declared 
that it would continue to recognise the 
deposed Cabinet as the lawful Government 
ol Syria and called on the other Arab 
Governments to boycott the new regime. 
This move met with no success, Damascus 
radio was meanwhile pouring abuse on 
Iraqi leaders. but when tempers had died 
down a parly of Syrian officers visited 
Bagdad to sec whether relations between 
the two countries could not be improved, 
They were courteously received but were 
firmly told that no change was possible for 
the time being in Iraq's altitude to Colonel 
Shishiikli, At the end of the year ihe Iraqi 
Minister <n Damascus was still virtually a, 
prisoner in his own legation. 

lii. Iraq's traditional resentment of 
Egypt s domination of the Arab League was 
less in evidence than usual throughout most 
of 1951. Rv paying lip-service lo support 
of Egypt's national aspirations, the Iraq 
Government hoped to manoeuvre Egypt into 
a position in which she would find it difficult 
to oppose the union of Iraq and Jordan or 
Iraq and Syria which it was hoped might 
be effected during the year The abrogation 
of the 1936 Treaty of Alliance between 
Egypt and Britain faced Iraq wiih a new 
problem. Inevitably the Opposition parties 
came om m praise of Egypt and called for 
the abrogation of Iraq's treaty with Britain, 
1 he Government were compelled to declare 
their support for Egypt, but in doing so they 
left undefined the nature of the help which 
Iraq would offer. The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment’s rejection of the four-Power defence 
proposals was generally regarded as a hasty 
step, and the Iraq Government were relieved 
when they learned they were not required 
to make up their minds at once about the 
plan. In Paris, however, Fadhll Jamah, the 
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leader of the Iraqi Delegation to the 
General Assembly of the United Nations* 
on instructions irum Nun Pasha, took a 
more positive line. He refused to associate 
his Government with the joint declaration 
of unqualified support for Egypt and rejection 
ot the defence proposals which the Egyptian 
Foreign Minister tried so hard to persuade 
his Arab League colleagues to issue. Having 
thus prevented the Egyptians from dosing 
the door on negotiations with the Western 
Powers, Nuri Pasha began to evolve 
.suggestions which might form the basis of 
new discussions between Egypt and Britain. 
Impracticable though many of his proposals 
were, his concern to bring about a settlement 
was evidence that the Iraq Government 
regarded co-operation with the West as 
more important than nationalistic policies 
which could only increase the instability of 
the Middle East. 

19, During most of the year Anglo*!raqi 
relations were coloured by the negotiations 
for a new agreement between the Iraq 
Government and the Iraq Petroleum 
Company, which are described in a later 
paragraph of this review. The provision of 
arms and the delay in settling claims for the 
use of the Iraqi railways during the war were 
also matters of constant concern to the Iraq 
Government, No other problems of major 
importance arose untit the abrogation of 
ihe Egyptian Treaty. Nuri Push a con¬ 
sidered the reaction in Iraq to he so strong 
lhat he could not avoid making some 
public reference to the future of Anglo- 
Iraqi relations. He accordingly issued two 
statements. In the first he reminded the 
country that at the end of 1950 he had 
described the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty as out of 
date L ind had expressed the view that there 
should be no foreign bases on Iraqi territory 
in time of peace- he added that he proposed 
to submit some modification of the present 
relationship to Parliament during its next 
session. In the second statement he 
announced that he intended to discuss 
Anglo-Iraqi relations with political leaders. 
Although this latter promise was reiterated 
in the Speech from the Throne, no discus¬ 
sions had been held by the end of the year. 

20. The position of the British experts 
serving the Iraq Government improved 
during the year. Al first it seemed possible 
that ihe dissatisfaction which some of them 
tell with their terms of service and increasing 
public criticism of the presence of these 
officials in Government departments might 
lead to a reduction in their number. In the 
event, however, the Iraq Government con¬ 
tinued to rely on British specialists of all 


kinds, both in the Administration and in the 
Development Board. They realised that if 
experts were to be attracted to Iraq, they 
had to be olTered more generous terms. 
Tnc number ol British officials had 
increased there are now over 200 in the 
country and they have continued to make 
an important contribution to the economic 
and social development of the country while 
earning goodwill for the British connexion. 

21. In the held of defence, co-operation 
with Britain has also improved. Ihe Iraq 
army benefited from visits by General Sir 
Brian Robertson Ithrough whose encourage¬ 
ment important changes in the higher 
command of the army took placet and by a 
training team which assisted in the conduct 
of the autumn manoeuvres. Close relations 
have also !>een established between Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Baker and the 
Royal Iraqi Air Force, whose morale has 
improved steadily. Supplies of military 
equipment from the United Kingdom were 
arriving at a more satisfactory rate by the 
end of the year. 


Economic Affairs 

22, Iraq's ordinary and capital works 
budgets ior the year ending 31st March, 
1951. showed a surplus of nearly 4 million 
dinars. This, compared with a deficit of 
2j million dinars in the year ending 
31st March. 1950, and of over H million 
dinars in Lhe year ending 3lsi March, 1949, 
is a measure of the improvement which na$ 
id ken place in Iraq's financial position 
during the last three years and now enables 
her, instead of borrowing from outside 
sources, to meet her expenditure with com- 
partitive ease, i he improvement has been 
due. on lhe one hand, to a policy of strict 
economy in expenditure and on [he other to 
increased revenue from indirect taxes* 
notably customs and excise receipts, which 
in 1950 5! accounted for nearly 50 per cent, 
of the total ordinary revenue, and from oil 
royalties. In 1950* oil royalties amounted 
to over 6 million dinars as compared with 
31 million dinars in 1949, They amounted 
to approximately 15 million dinars in 1951 
but the major part of [his amount will go 
to the Development Board. In accordance 
with the Jaw which established the Develop¬ 
ment Board, the Government's entire 
earnings from oil. as from 1st April, 1951* 
were to l>e paid to the Development Board 
and from that date the Government's capital 
works’ budget, into which they were 
previously paid, ceased to exist 3t is likely 
that this law wilt soon be amended to 
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provide that 70 per cent, oi the earnings will 
go to the Development Board and 30 per 
cent to the Government, This should 
provide a belter balance between the board, 
and the Government and enable the latter 
to cover the expenditure which should 
properl) belong to it. 

25, With [he future of Iraq depending 
so much on revenue from oil* it was not 
surprising that much of the Government s 
time and energy was taken up with discus¬ 
sions with the Iraq Petroleum Company 
group, and with the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company regarding the future of its two 
subsidiaries, the Khanaqtn Oil Company 
and lhe Rafidain Oil Company, Once Lhe 
5b 5 3 agreement between the Saudi Arabian 
Government and A RAM CO was signed 
in December 1950. it was clear that the 
agreement which had been reached in 
Aug.rst 1950. between the Iraq Government 
and Lhe Iraq Petroleum Company* whereby 
Lhe rate of royalty on Kirkuk oil was raised 
fro n 4 shillings gold to 6 shillings gold per 
ton, was a dead Idler, In >.pitc of the 
demands from certain sections of the Opposi¬ 
tion for nationalism ion of Iraq's oil, which 
had been inspired by events in Persia* the 
Government were cautious about commit¬ 
ting themselves and Nuri Pasha took his 
stand on a policy of ensuring that Iraq's 
revenue per ton of oil would not be less 
than that of neighbouring countries* After 
prolonged negotiations between representa¬ 
tives of the Government and die Iraq 
Petroleum Company* agreement on a 5(J. 5d 
profit-sharing basis* covering the Kirkuk, 
Basra and Mosul concessions* was reached 
in Bagdad in August, In accordance with 
this agreement, the company guaranteed a 
minimum rate of output of 22 million tons 
ol crude oil per annum by the Iraq 
Petroleum Company and the Mosul Petro¬ 
leum Company as from 1959 and thereafter, 
and of 8 million toils by the Basra Petroleum 
at the end of 1955 and thereafter. The 
company also guaranteed that Iraq's mini¬ 
mum rate of oil revenue would be 20 million 
dinars for the years 1953 and 1954 and 
25 million dinars in 1955 and thereafter, 
it was calculated that on present prices and 
costs, Iraq’s revenue per ion of oil would 
be 35; shillings in 1951. increasing to 
391 shillings in 1953 and thereafter, and 
that her oil revenue would increase from 
15 million dinars in 1951 to approximately 
50 million dinars at the end of 1955, making 
a total revenue lor the five years of 
approximately 2f)0 million dinars. Since 
agreement was reached in principle in 
August* there have been further discussions 
443jO 


about the final text of the agreement which 
it is hoped will be submitted to Parliament 
for ratification early in 1952. 

24. Meanwhile, ine Prime Minister was 
giving his attention to the future ol the 
Kfcanaqin Oil Company and the Ralidain 
Oil Company, and he made it clear that 
unless; he readied a satisfactory settlement 
with them he would not be prepared to sub- 
mu the Iraq Petroleum Company agreement 
to Parliament. On 25th December an 
agreement was signed with representatives 
of the Anglo-1 rani an Oil Company whereby 
the Iraq Government assumed control* 
which had hitherto been held by the 
Rail da in Oil Company, of the supply of oil 
for tiie internal market. They acquired 
against an agreed payment of 870,000 
dinars the installations and equipment of 
the Khnnaqm Oil Company, including the 
Alwand refinery* and of the Ralidain Oil 
Company, The Khanaqm Oil C ompany 
were appointed distributing agents for the 
Government until 1961 and were also to 
manage the Alwand refinery until the new 
Government refinery at Bagdad, lor the 
const rue Lion of which a contract had been 
given in June to M. W. Kellogg Company 
of New 1 Jersey. United States, was erected. 
It was also agreed that the Kh&naqin Oil 
Company would, if requested by the Gov¬ 
ernment* manage the Bagdad refinery until 
1961. Finally* il was agreed that the 
Khanaqin Oil Company could continue to 
search for oil in lhe territory of their con¬ 
cession.* but that if they had not begun the 
export of oil at Lhe end of seven years ihcy 
would be obliged to surrender the 
concession. 

25, I he first general programme of the 
projects of the Development Board which 
became law in June covered live years* 1951 
to 1955* and provided for a total expenditure 
of 65,674*000 dinars against total estimated 
revenue of 95,075,000 dinars* In presenting 
the programme to Parliament the Board 
explained that it only contained those 
projects which could be begun without 
delay and that the surplus revenue amount¬ 
ing to 29.401,000 dinars would be employed 
on schemes which would be included in an 
additional programme after the studies 
connected with them had been completed 
As a result of the increased rate of royalty 
provided for under the new r agreement with 
the Iraq Petroleum Company and of the 
new arrangement for apportioning oil 
revenue between the Government and the 
board referred to in paragraph 22 above, 
it is likely that the board's total revenue for 
[lie five years will be approximately 
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i4> million dinars and that the surplus over 
the existing programme of expenditure will 
thus be approximately m million dinars. In 
the existing programme a sum of 30 million 
dinars has been allocated lo various irriga¬ 
tion projects, including nearly 10 million 
dinars for the Wadi Tbarthar scheme which 
will control the Hoods on the River Tigris. 
Nearly 16 million dinars has been allocated 
to roads and bridges and nearly 13 million 
dinars to buildings, including schools and 
hospitals. 

-6 U is not yet possible to say how far 
ihe Development Board will be guided in 
its future plans by the report of the Interna¬ 
tional Bank Survey Mission which, under 
the leadership of Mr. Ivar Rooth, visited 
Iraq from February to May. Full details 
of the report arc not yet available but it is 
understood that it recommends a five-year 
programme costing 145 million dinars of 
which S6| million dinars would be given 
to irrigation, drainage and agriculture; 
37 million to industry; 271 million to trans¬ 
port and communications and 184 million 
lo various community facilities such as 
water, sewage, housing. See. 

21. Although the Development Board has 
nos ycE much eo show for its labours, it has, 
under the energetic though somewhat erratic 
leadership of Arshad al Omari, made con¬ 
siderable progress with the stud) and 
preparation of various schemes. It has 
awarded a contract for approximately 
6 million dinars for earth-moving in con¬ 
nexion with the Wadi Tharthar scheme to 
the British firm of Balfour, Beatty and 
Company and has called for tenders for the 
construction of a barrage over the 
Euphrates at Ramudi. ft has, however, 
been criticised for devoting too much of its 
attention to minor projects instead of 
concentrating on the broader aspects of 
development, ft has had difficulties also in 
connexion with personnel. Ah Mutnlaz, 
who was probably the ablest Iraqi member 
of she board, resigned in July, and the 
American member. General Donald Adams, 
returned to the United States for reasons of 
health within a few months of his arrival 
in Iraq Up to the end of the year neither 
of these had been replaced, though a new 
American member was expected carlv in 

mi, 

28, A matter of serious concern to His 
Majesty's Embassy was the refusal of the 
Iraq Government or Development Board to 
extend much-needed financial help to the 
Iraq State Railways until the railways*claim 
against His Majesty's Government, for 
approximately 600.000 dinars, in connexion 


with tne transport of British forces during 
t ie war. It ad been settled. The Iraqis have 
always tended to regard the railways, with 
! :ejr British director-general, us a British 
responsibility and the) were apparently 
ready to see the efficiency of the railways 
decline rather than accept any compromise 
a - Efiri claims issuc; I owards the ead of the 
year there were signs that they were com¬ 
bining their demand for a settlement of the 
claim with a demand for a revision ol the 
1956 Railway Agreement, which provides 
that two out of the five members on the 
Board of Administration shall be British, as 
a precondition for the provision of financial 
assistance. At the same time Nurj Pasha 
was asking for an experienced Britisher to 
take on the management of lhe railways 
during the period of capital development 
which would follow the release of revenues 
by the Development Board 

29. An agreement between the United 
Kingdom and Iraq was signed in Bagdad on 
IKth February whereby scarce currency was 
to be made available to Iraq from the 
Sterling urea pool to cover her essential 
imports from, and other essential payments 
to. scarce currency countries for the period 
1st October, 1950, to 30th September. 1951. 
During this experimental period* Iraq was 
free to decide herself the nature and extent 
of her essential dollar expenditure, including 
capita] items. His Majesty’s Embassy has 
proposed lo the Iraq Government that these 
arrangements should be extended until July 
1952, when the Financial Agreement of 
August 1947. which regulates Iraq's 
sterling balances, will expire, hut the 
matter is being held in suspense pending 
ratification of the Iraq Petroleum Company 
agreement. 

30. The laws freezing the property of 
Iraqi Jews who had been deprived of ihcir 
Iraqi nationality threw the market into 
confusion for some months* and man y 
persons with little or no business experience 
took the place of Jews who had been 
established here for years. Towards the e.id 
of the year conditions were improving, but 
there was still a marked shortage of credit 
resulting from the departure of the Jewish 
moneylenders. Although no reliable 
statistics arc available* it is dear that the 
wheat crop in 1951 was poor and the barley 
crop about average. Prices of both rose 
steeply in November and December and 
the Government, which had earlier author¬ 
ised the export of 30*000 tons of wheat, 
became frightened about internal supplies. 
On 26lh December they suddenly imposed 
a ban on the export of barley* in spite of 
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the fact that contracts had been signed for 
the shipment of over 100,000 tons, mostly 
to the United Kingdom, between December 
1951 and March 1952, Encouraged by the 
high prices of cotton, the Department of 
Agriculture distributed sufficient seed to 
produce in 1951 six times more than in 
1950. Unfortunately, as a result of the mild 
winter in 1950-51. the boll weevil made 
disastrous inroads and in many areas the 
195] crop was a total failure. During the 
year. Iraq signed trade agreements with 
India, Pakistan, Lebanon, Syria, Western 
Germany and Italy, chiefly with the idea of 
finding extra markets for her dates. There 
were noticeable signs of increasing Japanese 


and German interest in Iraq as an export 
market. 

31. A Civil Air Services Agreement on 
standard “ Bermuda " lines was concluded 
between Iraq and Britain on 19th April, 
i95l, British airlines acquired the right lo 
operate Iramit and terminal mg services 
between United Kingdom and Iraqi terri¬ 
tory, with corresponding rights for an Iraqi 
airline. In order to meet Iraqi objections 
ihat the carriage by international airlines 
using four-engined pressurised aircraft of 
traffic between Beirut and Bagdad would 
provide overwhelming competition for Iraqi 
Airways, British airlines did not seek traffic 
rights on this sector. 
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RATIFICATION OF THE IRAQI PETROLEUM AGREEMENT 
Proceedings in !hc Iraqi Parliament and Effect on the Political Situation 

Sir J. Trout beck to Mr. Eden. (Received 29 th February) 


(No. 50, Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir* 2 Ur February, 1952. 

As J have reported b\ telegram, the 
.Agreement signed on 3rd February between 
the Government of Iraq and the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. Basra Petroleum 
Company and Mosul Petroleum Company, 
entered into force when the process of rati¬ 
fication was completed by Ehc RegentN 
signature on IftEh February. Simultaneous 
ratification was accorded to the Agreement 
of 25th December between the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment and the Rafidain and Khanaqin Oil 
Companies. 1 now have the honour to sub¬ 
mit an account of the proceedings in the 
Iraqi Parliament* together with some 
observations on the methods used by the 
Government to secure ratification and their 
effect on the political situation here. 

2, There was never any doubt ihai the 
Government's majorities were sufficient to 
ensure an overwhelmingly favourable vote 
in both the Chamber and the Senate, Nuri 
Pasha's attention was concentrated not on 
Parliament but on the street Memories Of 
the “ Portsmouth riots " of January 194$ and 
of the recent riots in Cairo were in every¬ 
body's mind, and the leaders of the extremist 
parries had again made it clear that their 
ladies would be to appeal to " the people ” 
against what they regarded as an unrepre¬ 
sentative Parliament. The possibility could 
not he excluded that, either bv the deiiberaic 


will of certain opposition leaders or as a 
result of some unforeseen clash between 
demonstrator', and police, there might be 
bloodshed once more. And Nuri Pasha 
could not be sure that, if this happened, the 
two supports of his power- the parlia¬ 
mentary majority and the Palace would 
remain unshaken., This was presumably the 
consideration uppermost in his mind when 
he planned Lite lightning campaign hi which 
he drove the oil Bills through all their stages 
in ten days. At the same time he Look care 
that the most readily available material for 
si reel demonstrations was dispersed at the 
critical lime, by extending ihe secondary 
school holidays for one week from Ibth 
February and postponing the beginning of 
term at two of the Bagdad Colleges for one 
week and at another two for two weeks from 
the same day. 

V On 9th February the President of the 
Chamber of Deputies announced the receipt 
of two draft laws ratifying the Oil Agree¬ 
ment and also of ihc law relating to the 
administration of Government oil refineries, 
flic President told the House that These Bills 
would be referred to the Economic Com¬ 
mittee for examination. This was the signal 
for the inevitable attack by the Opposition, 
and the isliqiat Party were naturally the first 
lo launch the offensive. Faiq Sammarai, 
deputy leader of the party, protested against 
the President's ruling and demanded that 




















the Bills should be referred to a Joust Finan¬ 
cial and Economic Com mi Use. in view of 
their financial aspect. The President replied 
that under the internal regulations of the 
Chamber all Bills dealing with minerals 
must be referred to the Economic Com¬ 
mittee, He added that if Faiq Sammarai 
wished, he would put his proposal to the 
vote. This was done and the proposal was 
rejected by ,m overwhelming majority. The 
the Istiqlal Deputies then walked out of 
the Chamber and were joined by the only 
Crated Popular Front Deputy m the House 
and one Independent, 

4, The Economic Committee of the 
Chamber met on trie following diy, lOtfo 
February. Tile Prime Minister was present 
and at the start of the meeting asked the 
committee to begin at once the study of the 
Oil Agreements, A Deputy of [he Istiqlal 
Party immediately protested, stating that 
14th February had been fixed as the date 
on which the committee was to study the 
agreements, and that in accordance with its 
agenda the committee should discuss the 
tobacco monopoly at its present meeting, 
He was supported by n Deputy of Saleh 
Jabr's Popular Socialist Party, and after the 
committee had voted for immediate con- 
si deration of the agreements they both 
walked out. On the same evening the five 
Istiqlal Deputies resigned from the Cham¬ 
ber. In a statement published on 11th 
February, explaining their action, they main¬ 
tained that Parliament was unrepresentative 
of the people and not qualified to decide 
m such a matter as the Oil Agreements 
unless the latter had first been put to the 
electorate; they also protested against the 
Government's action in trying to force the 
agreements through Parliament to the 
detriment of the country, 

5, On 11th February the Prime Minister 
held a press conference in the Chamber of 
Deputies in which be defended in a masterly 
fashion ihe Government's action in con¬ 
cluding the agreements. IA copy of the 
record of his statement was enclosed in 
Mr Gamble's letter No, 1532/32/52of 14th 
February to Eastern Department*) The 
Prime Minister concluded with a warning 
to the Government's political opponents 
against endangering the safety and pros¬ 
perity of Iraq by exploiting the nationalist 
feelings of Iraqi youth 

6, On the same day the Economic 
Committee of the Chamber approved the 
Oil Agreements after the Popular Socialist 
Party had submitted n list of seventy-one 
questions to lhe Prime Minister to which 
they demanded answers. They received 


what they considered unsatisfactory and 
inadequate replies, and at a meeting of the 
Central Committee of the party that evening 
it was decided that the party should oppose 
the Oil Agreements. A brief announcement 
to this effect, published in the press of 
12th February, stated that 4 ‘ having studied 
the agreements from all angles in the light 
of the report submitted by the party's com- 
mil tee set up to examine them, it became 
evident to the Central Committee that the 
agreements mean great losses and harm to 
Ir-iq. Ihe Central Committee has unani¬ 
mously decided to reject the agreements,” 

7, the Lower House met again on 12th 
February. At the beginning of the pro¬ 
ceedings the Prime Minister expressed his 
regret [hat the Deputies of the feliqlal Party 
had submitted their resignation, which he 
asked them to withdraw and the House not 
to accept. He went on to explain why he 
was unable to agree with the Istiqlal Party's 
policy of nationalisation, repeating what he 
had said at hk press conference the previous 
din, namely, that if Persia with her policy 
of nationalisation were to obtain more for 
her oil than Iraq he would be the first to 
ask ,or nationalisation of Iraq's oil should 
the oil companies refuse to accord Iraq an 
equal revenue pet Ton, Nuri Pasha then 
asked the House to give priority to debating 
the Oil Agreements, as the Budget and other 
important legislation depended to a large 
extent on additional funds which could only 
be provided it’ the Oil Agreements were 
ratified. When asked by a Deputy if lie 
meant that the House should there and the Ft 
debate ihe agreements, the Prime Minister 
replied in the negative. The House then 
continued with the debate on die Budget 
for 1952-53 which had begun on 9th 
February. 

H On 13th February the newspaper 
41 Naha, the unofficial organ of the Popular 
Socialist Party, published in twenty-three 
columns a statement by Saleh Jabr in which 
he criticised iho two Oil Agreements in 
detail. While rejecting the ease for 
nationalisation, lie maintained that the 
Government had not made as good a bar¬ 
gain with the Iraq Petroleum Company and 
its associates as was possible in the circum¬ 
stances. It was true that the Government 
had Obtained 50 per cent, of the profits, 
though the statement criticised the method 
of calculating both profits and costs, but it 
was also necessary to remember that ihe 
company were getting 50 per cent too. This 
constituted an unjustifiably large return on 
their capital. The statement then contended 
that the Government of Venezuela received 
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,i larger sum per barrel under its various oil 
agreements than Iraq would now obtain, 
although tuc costs of production in Iraq were 
appreciably lower. It also drew attention 
to the possibility that the sterling accruing to 
Iraq under the agreement might be frozen 
by Her Majesty's Government, and that its 
Convertibility into other currencies which 
Iraq might need for her development was 
not assured, 

9, On the same day the United Popular 
Front and the National Democratic Party 
issued a joint communique in which they 
repeated their view that Iraq should receive 
50 per cent, in kind of the total oil produc¬ 
tion. The communique then repeated the 
argument of these parties that the agreement 
should not be ratified by a Parliament which 
was so tm represent a live and not qua I i lied 
to decide on so important an issue. A liberal 
use of such adjectives as “equivocal." 
“ fraudulent/’ '■'arbitrary/' was made in the 
communique, which concluded by Staling 
that the country would not he bound by the 
agreements. 

' H), The final vote in the l ower House 
took place on 14th February. When the 
meeting opened the Prime Minister proposed 
that the Oil Agreements should be dealt with 
as a matter of urgency, and this proposal was 
put to the vole and accepted, to the indigna¬ 
tion of Abdul Karim al Uzri, a former 
Minister of Finance and an intermittent sup¬ 
porter of Saleh Jabr. who alleged that he had 
been told on the previous day by officials 
of the Chamber that the agreements would 
not be discussed al this meeting. Due of the 
Popular Socialist Deputies began to read 
I he statement published by his party on the 
previous day, and was slopped by the Presi¬ 
dent after fifteen minutes on the ground that 
the internal regulations of the Chamber did 
not permit the reading of a text beyond that 
time After some argument n was agreed 
that the other Deputies of Ihe Popular 
Sodalisl Party should continue to read the 
statement in relays until it was complete. 
The Prime Minister then spoke, and ex¬ 
pressed his regret that, a I though the present 
leaders of the Popular Socialist Party had 
agreed to the bases for negotiations which 
had been laid down in 1950. they had not 
until now declared their views on the outline 
of the agreement published in August 1951, 
on Ihe ground that they were waiting for 
the publication of the (insI text. He referred 
to their statement as '* an encyclopaedia of 
oil/ - and said the Government would be glad 
to study 4 in the future. In the course of his 
speech he maintained that the Government 
had not only secured a better revenue per 


ton than any other oil-producing country, 
but had also opened the way for nationalisa¬ 
tion. The meaning of this remark is not 
altogether clear. Perhaps the Prime Minister 
had in mind whai he had previously stated 
at a press conference, namely, that nationali¬ 
sation :s a unilateral act and consequently 
that no future Government could be pre¬ 
cluded by the present agreement from taking 
it if thc> so desired, He may .ifso have been 
alluding to the provisions for the training 
of Iraqis, which might make nationalisation 
more feasible at some future time. The next 
speaker was Abdul Karim al Uzri who, in ter 
staling that tve considered nationalisation im¬ 
practicable at present and that the Govern¬ 
ment should have insisted on equal sharing 
of oil in kind, expressed grave anxiety over 
the provision for the payment of Iraq’s share 
in sterling which,he said,was very' dangerous 
owing to ihe possibility that sterling might 
be frozen and might not be regularly con¬ 
vertible into other currencies. After eight 
speeches in favour of the agreements and 
eight against, a Deputy of the Government 
Party moved (he closure. This was carried 
against the protests of nineteen Popular 
Socialist Deputies, who withdrew from 
the House, The agreements were then put 
to the vote article by article and as a whole, 
and on each occasion approved by S9 votes 
to 7. The seven opponents were Abdul 
Karim al Uzri, two other Independents, the 
solitary representative of the United Popular 
Front and three members of [he recently 
formed Nationalist htoc (see paragraph 3 of 
my despatch No. 17 of 29th January). 

11. Op the following day, 15sh February, 
a storm of criticism and abuse broke in the 
press of the United Popular From, the 
National Democratic Party and ihe Istiqlal 
Party. The Popular Socialists issued a fur¬ 
ther statement over Saleh Jhibr's signature 
which was more dignified in tone and traced 
the " arbitrary " tactics of the Government 
from the committee stage to the final vote 
in the Lower House. The statement ex¬ 
plained that the party had been obliged to 
leave the House in view' of these tactics, and 
that it placed full responsibility for the con¬ 
sequences of what had been done on the 
Government* 

12. On 16th February the agreements 
went to the Finance and Economic Com¬ 
mittee of the Senate, where the Prime 
Minister again appeared to urge their con¬ 
sideration us a matter of urgency. Saleh 
Jabr arrived late, and on learning that the 
Oil Agreements were being discussed, 
walked out in protest. The committee 
approved the agreements on the same day. 
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and on the following day they were debated 
in tlie Senate itself. After three hours of 
discussion., in which Saleh Jabr made a tong 
speech against ratification and Taufiq 
Suwaidi spoke in support of the Govern¬ 
ment, the agreements were adopted by 
3 7 votes to L the tiree Popular Socialist 
Senators having walked out before the vote 
was taken, 

11 The newspapers of Itfih February 
published manifesto*- from the Istiqlal Party, 
the United Popular Front and National 
Democrats calling for a general '■trike on 
the morning of the following day to protest 
against the ratification of the Oil Agree¬ 
ments, Each manifesto ended with a request 
to the populace to remain calm and avoid 
disturbances of the peace. I am informed 
that efforts were made to obtain the col¬ 
laboration of the Popular Socialists in calling 
this strike, but that Saleh Jabr refused to be 
associated with it 

14 Thu final stage in ratification, signa¬ 
ture by the Regent, could not be regarded as 
a foregone conclusion in view of the threat 
contained in the manifestos of the three 
Opposition Parties. His signature was 
obtained, however, on lHth February, so 
that the strikers on the following morning 
were faced with a fait accompli. In the 
event the strike passed off peaceably and 
without demonstrations of any consequence. 

15. The spectacle of a constructive 
measure being carried through in a Middle 
Eastern country with so much determination 
is in itself so rare and satisfying that 1 hesi- 
laic to criticise Nun Pasha’s handling of 
Parliament He may have been right in sup¬ 
posing that a more prolonged debate, par¬ 
ticularly if it continued after the return of 
the schools and colleges, might have resulted 
in street disturbances But if this conclusion 
was wrong, and the available evidence sug¬ 
gests that it was, then it seems unfortunate 
that the Government should have provided 
the critics of the agreements with an addi¬ 
tional argument for future use. ft will no 
doubt be contended by those who wish to 
upset the present settlement that it was not 
only ratified by an unrepresentative Parlia¬ 
ment at the end of its term, but also that 
even this Parliament was not given an 
adequate opportunity to express its views. 
One point which emerges dearly is Ihnt itt 
the event of Persia or any other neighbour¬ 
ing country receiving a higher revenue per 
ton of oil than Iraq the present settlement 
would be undermined and would have to 
be renegotiated. 

16, In the short run. it appears to be Saleh 
jabr who bias suffered the most serious 


political setback There is a certain amount 
of speculation as to whether he might have 
voted differently if his views had been treated 
with more respect by ihc Government, but I 
do not think this probable. His obstinate 
silence before the announcement of the 
agreement four days after Lts signature, 
despite the fact that lie had been kept fully 
informed by die Iraq Petroleum Company 
throughout the negotiations and had been 
provided with a copy of the draft agree¬ 
ment, suggests that he intended throughout 
to take his final decision on political grounds 
and not on the merits of the settlement. In 
this Saleh Jabr lias unfortunately allowed 
himself io be unduly influenced bv the less 
reasonable section of his party, particularly 
by Sidy id Abdul Mahdi, and it is the views 
of this group that have generally prevailed 
against wiser counsels in bis party. Si nee h i s 
criticisms of the agreements were not made 
until after they had been signed and were 
consequently not subject to amendment but 
only to ratification or rejection, he evidently 
had no intention of trying to influence their 
terms. His main preoccupation seems m 
faci to have been the avoidance of respon¬ 
sibility. However that may be, he seems 
now to be in a position of greater isolation 
than before. The other Opposition parties 
received him in the ranks of the Govern¬ 
ment's opponents on this issue without much 
show of gratitude, and l understand that 
there is a current joke in United Popular 
Front circles to the effect that Saleh Jabr 
has opposed the agreements because they 
were too hard on the companies. At the 
same lime his relations with Ntiri Pasha have 
taken a sharp turn for the worse. The mix¬ 
ture of irony and impatience with which he 
was treated by the Prime Minister must have 
gravely wounded his dignity, and 1 do not 
think that he will easily forget it, 

17. The Government has emerged from 
this debate with added strength. The pres¬ 
tige which always attaches hi success, the 
anti-climax of the strike on 19th February, 
and the immediate evidence of the results of 
the Government's policy in the shape of 
higher revenues, tax remissions and an 
increase in civil service wages, have all con¬ 
tributed io this result, it is now more or 
less certain that the present Parliament will 
be dissolved in the early spring, bul the pre¬ 
vious expectation that * <k neutral " Govern¬ 
ment would be put into office in order to 
conduct new elections is falling into the 
background and the opinion is growing that 
after all Nuri Pasha will go to the country 
himself on the strength of his achievements 
during the present parliamentary session. 
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l am sending a copy of this despatch to the British Middle Last Office- IF-ivitb and to 

ler Majesty's Representatives at Washing- the British Middle East Office K airoh 

an, Tehran and Paris and to the Head of I have, &e, 

J. M, TRQUTBECK, 


tT IQ33&/16 No, 3 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE \Nf> 

THE REGENT OF IRAQ 

Slate of Health of King Tala I of Jordan 

Mr, Eden to Sir . i Trout heck (Bagdad) 


I No. 10J. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir. I6th May. m2, 

1 culled on the Regent of Iraq this after- 
toon because Hi^ Royal Highness has 
ihown for some time past a considerable 
:oncCrti about the health ol King laliil, his 
:ousin, and also because we felt that Iraq 
vas inclined to take perhaps rather too 
dose m interest in developments which 
might ensue were King Talal to become 
fealiy seriously ill 

2. ! remarked, to His Royal Highness that 
te would perhaps recall a message J had 
ieni him in Bagdad. I was sorry that it 
lad not been possible for me to say more, 
m I did think that in all matters eoucern- 
ng relations with Jordan the greatest 
iHulion was required. The Jordan of to¬ 
las was not (lie same as the Jordan of King 
kbdullab. His Royal Highness assented to 
his and 1 then asked if he had any news ol 
ting Talai's health. He said that he had 
teard only this morning that the King was 
eriou&ly ill again. He was not altogether 
urprised at the news because on leaving 
or Madrid he had been told that the Queen 
md alretidv arrived back from Switzerland. 
Tie Queen had told him when lie had seen 
icr there that she required two weeks 
hore for her convalescence. 

3. 1 said that the reports which we had 
eceived from you showed that the King 
lad indeed had n relapse, I feared that he 
night be gravely ill. 1 felt that His Royal 
Tiflhneffli ought to know this, and J 
xpressed my concern at this news, which 
knew must distress him 

4. The Regent asked me whether I knew 
vhat plans, if any. had been made in the 
went of King Tidal being too fit to continue 
o govern, Was a Regency intended? He 
^resumed that the King's brother. Prince 
Naif, who was in the Lebanon, would not 
k Regent. Maybe Prince Zaid might be. 


It was possible that the Regent's advice 
might be asked for. If so„ he would be 
available, and would fie willing to go to 
Amman, 

5. I said that we had as yet no notion as 
to what might happen if the King did not 
recover fairly soon. I did not know whether 
the matter of Regency had been considered. 
II noticed, however, that the Regent 
assumed that King Talal's son would 
succeed him.I I thought it was necessary to 
proceed with extreme caution in all these 
matters, for it would he a mistake to give 
Jordan any impression that other nations, 
however friendly, were trying to suggest to 
her the course she should follow. If I might 
suggest it. E thought that the Regent should 
not consider going to Amman unless he 
received the dearest invitation to which he 
could afterwards refer, otherwise there was 
a risk that people would pretend that his 
journey had some ulterior motive. 

6. His Royal Highness said that be quite 
understood this but that one of King Talal’s 
grievances against him had been that he had 
not been to Amman, 

7. The Regent was perfectly calm and 
friendly throughout ihe discussion. He 
showed no signs of resentment at the advice 
f gave him on this occasion or about our 
previous attitude. For the moment I think 
that it is lus intention to proceed with 
caution and he said nothing that could even 
remotely l>e taken as a hint that he thought 
that Iraq and Jordan might be joined under 
one Crown, if King Tabtl were to die. On 
the contrary* his whole attitude was based 
on the assumption that T.ilaTs sixteen-year- 
old son would succeed him. 

I am sending copies of this Despatch 
to Her Majesty's Minister at Amman, to 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington 
and to the Head of B.M.E.O. 

I am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN 
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aftd an the following day they were debuted 
in the Senate ilsdf. After three hours of 
discussion, in which Saleh Jabr made a long 
speech against ratification and Tauflq 
Suwaidt spoke in support of the Govern¬ 
ment, the agreements were adopted by 
17 votes to I. the three Popular Socialist 
Senators having walked out before the vote 
was taken. 

13. The newspapers of !$th February 
published manifestos from the Istiqlal Party, 
the United Popular Front and National 
Democrats calling for a general strike on 
the morning of the following day to protest 
against the ratification of the Oil Agree¬ 
ments, Each manifesto ended with a request 
k> the populace to remain calm and avoid 
disturbances of the peace, 1 am informed 
that efforts were mode to obtain the col¬ 
laboration of the Popular Socialists in calling 
this strike, but that Saleh Jabr refused to be 
associated with it 

14. The final stage in ratification, signa¬ 
ture by the Regent, could not be regarded ns 
a foregone conclusion in view of the threat 
contained in the manifestos of the three 
Opposition Parties, His signature was 
obtained, however, on fkth February, so 
that the strikers on the following morning 
were faced with a bit accompli. In the 
event the strike passed off peaceably and 
without demonstrations of any consequence. 

15. The spectacle of a constructive 
measure being carried through in a Middle 
Eastern country with so much determination 
is in itself so rare and satisfying that I hesi¬ 
tate to criticise Nuri Pasha's handling of 
Parliament. He may have been right in sup¬ 
posing that i more prolonged debate, par- 
licuhrlv if it continued after the return of 
the schools and colleges, might have resulted 
in street disturbances. Bui if this conclusion 
wav wrong, and the available evidence sug¬ 
gests this fit was, then it seems unfortunate 
that the Government should have provided 
the critics of the agreements with an addi¬ 
tional argument lor future use. It will no 
doubt Itc contended by those who wish to 
upset the present settlement that it was not 
only ratified by an unrepresentative Parlia¬ 
ment at the end of its term, but also that 
even this Parliament was not given an 
adequate opportunity to express its views. 
One point which emerges dearly is that in 
the event of Persia or any other neighbour¬ 
ing country receiving a higher revenue per 
ton of oil than Iraq the present settlement 
would be undermined and would have to 
be renegotiated, 

16 In the short run. it appears to be Saleh 
Jabr who has suffered the most serious 


political setback, f here is a certain amount 
of speculation as to whether he might have 
voted different ly if his views had been treated, 
with more respect by the Government, but 1 
do not think this probable, His obstinate 
silence before the announcement of the 
agreement four days after its signature, 
despite the fact that he had been kept fully 
informed by the Iraq Petroleum Company 
throughout the negotiations and had been 
provided with a copy of the draft agree¬ 
ment. suggests that he intended throughout 
to take his final decision on political grounds 
and not on the merits of the settlement. In 
this Saleh Jabr has unfortunately allowed 
him seif to he unduly influenced by the less 
reasonable section of hh party, particularly 
by Sank! Abdul Mahdk and It is the views 
of this group that have generally prevailed 
against w iser counsels in his parly. Since his 
criticisms of the agreements were not made 
until after they had been signed and were 
consequently not subject to amendment but 
only to ratiticsiion or rejection, he evidently 
had no intention of trying to influence their 
terms. His main preoccupation seems in 
fact to have been the avoidance of respon¬ 
sibility However that may he, he seems 
now to be in a position of greater isolation 
than before. The oilier Opposition parties 
received him in the ranks of the Govern- 
incut s opponents on this issue without much 
show of gratitude, and t understand that 
there is a' current joke in United Popular 
Front circles to the effect that Saleh Jabr 
has opposed the agreements because ihe> 
were loo hard on the companies. At the 
same time his relations with Nuri Fash a have 
taken a sharp turn for the worse. The mix¬ 
ture of irony and impatience with which he 
was treated by the Prime Minister must have 
gravely wounded his dignity, and 1 do not 
think that he will easily forget it 
17. The Government has emerged from 
this debate with added strength. The pres¬ 
tige which always all aches to success, the 
anti-climax of the strike on 19th February, 
and the immediate evidence of the results of 
the Government‘s policy in the shape ©I 
higher revenues, tax remissions and ar 
increase in civil service wages, have all con¬ 
tributed to this result. It is now more oi 
less certain that the present Parliament wit 
he dissolved in the curly spring, but the pre 
violin expectation LluU \ “ neutral “ Govern 
ment would be put into office in order t< 
conduct new elections is falling into ttv 
background and the opinion is growing tha 
after alt Nuri Pasha will go to the countr 
himself on the strength of his achievement 
dunnfi the present parliamentary session. 
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] am sending a copy of this despatch to the British Middle East Office (Fayidl and to 

Her Majesty's Representatives at Washing- the British Middle East Office (Cairo), 

ton* Tehran and Paris and to the Head of I have. &c, 

J M. TROUTBECK. 


ET 10393 /16 No. 3 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 

THE REGENT OF IRAQ 

State of Health of King Tula! of Jordan 

Mr. Bdett to Sir. J. Trout heck (Bagdad) 


(No. 103. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, J6ih May, 1952. 

i culled on Mit: Regent of Iraq this after¬ 
noon because His Royal Highness has 
shown for some time past a considerable 
concern aboul the health of King Tala I. his 
cousin, and also because we felt that Iraq 
was inclined to take perhaps rather too 
dose an interest in developments which 
might ensue were Ring Tala I to become 
really seriously ill, 

2. I remarked to His Royal Highness that 
he would perhaps recall a message I had 
sent him in Bagdad, l was sorry that it 
had not been possible for me to say more, 
but I did think that in all matters concern¬ 
ing rdat ions with Jordan the greatest 
caution was required. The Jordan of to¬ 
day was not the same as the Jordan of King 
Abdullah. His Royal Highness assented to 
this and 1 then asked if he had any news of 
King Fitl&l's health. He said that he had 
heard only this morning that the King was 
seriously III again. He was not altogether 
surprised at the news because on leaving 
for Madrid Ire had been told that the Queen 
had already arrived back from Switzerland. 
The Queen had told him when he had seen 
her there that she required two weeks 
more for lier convalescence. 

3. I said that the reports which we had 
received from you showed that the King 
had Indeed had a relapse. I feared that he 
might be gravely ill, 1 fell that His Royal 
Highness ought to know this, and I 
expressed my concern at this news, which 
\ knew must distress him 

4 The Regent asked me whether I knew 
what plans, if any* had been made in the 
event of King Tafal being too ill to continue 
to govern Was a Regency intended? He 
presumed that the King's brother* Prince 
Naif, who was in the Lebanon, would not 
be Regent, Maybe Prince Zaid might be. 


It was possible that the Regent’s advice 
might be asked for. If so* he would be 
available, and would be willing to go to 
Amman. 

3. I said that we had as yet no notion as 
to what might happen if (he King did not 
recover fairly soon. 1 dill not know w hether 
the matter of Regency hud been considered* 
(I noticed, however* that the Regent 
assumed that King Trial's son would 
succeed him.) E thought it was necessary to 
proceed with extreme caution in all these 
matters* for it would be a mistake to give 
Jordan any impression that other nations, 
however friendly, were trying to suggest to 
her the course she should follow. If \ might 
suggest it, 1 thought that the Regent should 
not consider going to Amman unless he 
received the clearest invitation to which he 
could afterwards refer* otherwise there was 
a risk that people would pretend that his 
journey had some ulterior motive, 

6 His Royal Highness satd that he quite 
understood this hut (hat one of King Talal's 
grievances against him had been that he had 
not heen to Amman. 

1\ The Regent was perfectly calm and 
friendly throughout the discussion. He 
showed no signs of resentment at the advice 
1 gave him on this occasion or about our 
previous attitude. For the moment J think 
that it is his intention to proceed with 
caution and he said nothing that could even 
remotely be taken as a hint that he thought 
that Iraq and Jordan might be joined under 
one Crown, if King Tidal were to die. On 
the contrary, his whole attitude was haiscd 
on the assumption that Talal's six teen-year- 
old son would succeed him. 

8. I am sending copies of this Despatch 
to Her Majesty's Minister at Amman* to 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at Was lung ton 
and to the Head of B.M E.O. 

I am. &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


D* 
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E$ 10393/1 No, 4 

SAUDI POLICY TOWARDS THE HASHEMITfcS 

Mr. Rit-f ,’fv io Mt\ Ross. Eastern Department (Received JQrh July) 


(No, 1942 5/52, Secret ) Jeddo, 

23rd July * W52. 

In your letter ES 1942 4 of 14th July 
you asked for my views on whether the 
Amir baud is likely to inherit any or all 
oJ his father's animosity against the Hashe- 
mites, 

2. In paragraphs 5 and 6 of his teller 
1 942 •' 2 52 of 6th April to Bowker the 
ambassador expressed the view that the 
Amir Sand was likely to he guided by the 
same star of sdf-miereit that his father's 
policy had always followed’ and that the 
frontier question had ceased to be a personal 
dispute and become a matter of national 
prestige, l think that Saudi policy towards 
the Hashemites may be described in similar 
terms, and 1 do not therefore expect the 
Amir Sand to introduce any personal change 
in that policy when he ascends the throne. 

3. I think it fair to say that even Ibn Saud 
has never allowed his natural belligerency 
and personal dislike of the Hashemite* and 
their minions such as Nun, to lead him into 
an inflexible policy of antagonism towards 
Jordan and Iraq* when his clear self-interest 
in having peaceful relations with his 
Northern neighbours has dictated otherwise 
and no loss of face was invoked- As you 
know he ven quickly established a detente 
with Jordan when circumstances permitted, 
If circumstances arise which might enable 
the Saudis similarly to improve their rela¬ 
tions with Iraq, without losing face. I should 
expect them to seize the opportunity 
whether Ibn Sand or the Amir Saud were 


then on the throne - whh the one reservation 
that, under Luc Amir Sand, such a move 
would carry less authority and be less sure¬ 
footed than if Ibn Siiud were behind it. I lie 
Saudis, who have a guilty conscience over 
the Hejaz, arc well aware of the superiority 
of the Iraqi armed forces over theirs, and 
they arc equally aware that Iraqi oil produc¬ 
tion and revenues may soon become us 
important a> those of Saudi Arabia. The 
resultant fears and suspicions, exaccrbEited 
by (lie ingrained Saudi-Hashemite distrust 
arc, to my mind, the factors which will con¬ 
tinue to determine Saudi policy towards 
Iraq, rat Ever than any personal animosity 
the Amir Saud may inherit from his father, 
I he story of Hashemite perfidy and irre- 
deniism wifi doubtless live on in Riyadh 
for many generations; but, in any case, new 
personalities and fading memories bind such 
previously important Factors as the settle¬ 
ment of the frontier tribes) on the Saudi 
side* are not, of themselves, likely to 
produce any immediate change in Saudi- 
Hashemite relations. If of course w hen the 
Regent and Nuri leave the Iraqi scene, 
Iraqi policy were to become more 11 ex able 
vis-a-vis the other Arab States a rapproche¬ 
ment between the two countries might be 
easier to achieve as part of a general 
strengthening of Arab co-operation as a 
whole, 

1 am sending copies of this letter to Rapp* 
Hay* and Beelcv. 

D. M. H, RICHES. 


EQ 1942/65 


No* 5 


\l,Sn 01 KING FEISAL AND 1 HE REGENT OF IRAQ TO ENGLAND 

Mr, Eden to Sir J, Trout beck {Bagdad) 


f No. 192, Confidential! Foreign Office, 
Sir, 6rh October, 1952, 

As your Excellency will have seen from 
my telegram No 738 of the 1st October, 
King Feisal and the Regent of Iraq are not 
expected to leave this country for Iraq until 
about the lath October. Meanwhile you 
may be interested to have some impressions 
of (heir official visit, which ended on the 


30th September and the prog ram men of 
which is enclosed, 

2, The Regent did nor arrive with the 
King as had been originally planned. This 
had the advantage that the reception at 
Southampton was very properly devoted to 
the King alone. His Majesty's landing 
attracted less publicity than might have 
been expected, being overshadowed hy the 


H Net printed 
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coincidental arrival of Mr, Charles Chaplin, 
The luncheon party on the same day was 
held for the purpose of the welcome of 
Her Majesty's Ministers, and among the 
guests were included all Ministers of 
Cabinet rank who could attend, 

j. The Minister of State acted as host at 
Covent Garden on the evening of the 
23 rd September and the Royal Party was 
composed only of the King* the Regent 
and two Aides de Camp* It was a 
pleasantly informal occasion.: the King 
apparently found the ballet and decor quite 
to his taste and seemed very interested to 
meet the two principals of the ballet and 
to be shown round behind the scenes 
afterwards. 

4. I inj informed that (he Royal visitors' 
stay at Balmoral was a success in spite of 
the bad weather and the fact that they had 
failed to bring with them any clothes 
suitable for out-door life in Scotland. They 
appear to have been very pleased with their 
short stay as guests of Her Majesty The 
Queen, and more particularly with the 
happy and informal family atmosphere. 
Her Majesty presented King Feisal with the 
insignia of a Knight Grand Cross of the 
Victorian Order and gave the Regent a 
silver-framed photograph of Herself and 
Hjs Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, 

5. The Royal visitors appear to have 
spent a large part of their time in the 
United States sightseeing at hydro-electric 
and irrigation projects and to have sub¬ 
mitted to a number of prolonged and 
highly-tecbnical lectures by their conduc¬ 
tors, They were, therefore, perhaps under¬ 
standably* more interested in the salmon 
ladder than in arty other aspect of the 
Tummel-Garry Hydro-electric Scheme at 
Pitlochry* 

6. The visit to Stirling Castle may have 
been in some respects the most successful 
item of the tour. The Royal Party were 
much impressed by the young officers of the 
Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders with 
whom they lunched, and they were given an 
enthusiastic welcome by the Saturday 
crowds of Stirling. \\ Edinburgh a full- 
scale official welcome was arranged: a 


Royal Salute was tired on the Party's 
arrival and the castle was floodlit in honour 
of their visit. The dinner in the castle at 
which the Earl of Home, Minister of State 
for Scotland presided and the Lord Provost 
waS present* was attended hy the customary 
Highland ceremony. It is of interest that 
the Station Master at Wavertey station laid 
down the green carpet and wore his lop 
hat for what, in view of recent regulations 
introduced on the railways, may be the last 
time. 

7. On Monday the 29th of September the 
Regent, who had caught a cold at Balmoral 
did not join the King in visiting the Royal 
Air Force station at Qdtbam. Although 
there was loo much cloud for an aerobatic 
display, the King was shown some impres¬ 
sive manoeuvring by two squadrons of 
Meteors. The Secretary of State for Air 
was the host on this occasion. 

8. At the dinner on the same day 1 
delivered to the King a small gift presented 
by Her Majesty's Government as a token 
of their regard and with their good wishes 
on the occasion of his departure from the 
United Kingdom. It is a silver rose bowl 
of modern design as approved by the Arts 
Council under a scheme instituted Iasi year. 
It is a worthy example of contemporary 
British craftsmanship and I hope that it will 
be to the King's taste, 

9. In general, every effort was made to 
avoid giving the Royal visitors too full a 
programme as may. I understand, have 
been the case in the United States. It is 
intended that appropriate honours should 
he accorded to the King and Regent ort 
tlicit departure after the Regent's private 
visit to Spain In conclusion I think it may 
fairly be said that everything possible has 
been done to ensure that King Feisal will 
carry with him a pleasant impression of 
his conclusion to the years he has spent in 
this country* 

10* I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's representatives at 
Washington and Amman, 

1 am. &c, 

A, D M ROSS. 
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LQ 1055/9 No, 6 

ATTACKS ON GREAT BRITAIN IN THE IRAQI PRESS 

Sir Jr irouibeck to Mr. Eden. {Received 5ih November) 


(No. 144, Coulidemiai) Etigdua, 

Sir* 31st October, 1952. 

During me past three or four weeks ine 
attacks on Great Britain in the Iraqi press 
have increased in intensity. Criticisms of 
die Iraq Government's conduct of affairs, 
and allegations of corruption and nepotism 
m high places have also increased during 
this period. For Lie first Lime me Regent 
has been criticised in the press, 1 decided 
to express my anxiety at this state of affairs 
to Lie Iraq Government and i accordingly 
sought an interview with the Prime 
Minister, i ne meeting look place on 26th 
October, Other subjects besides the press 
were discussed and the meeting fasted for 
3 4 hours. 

2 f begun by telling the Prime Minister, 
who during tills pan of the conversation 
had Lite Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in attendance, that since my arrival in Iraq 
1 had become accustomed to attacks on my 
country which appeared almost every day 
in the Iraqi press. It seemed that the situa¬ 
tion now was worse than ever before and l 
thought it would be hard to believe from the 
press that Iraq w.is an ally and friend of 
Great Britain. I could think of no country 
Other than Russia in which the press attacks 
on Great Britain were so sustained and so 
violent. After reading out a few choice 
extracts and handing him a large bundle 
for later perusal. I went on to say that the 
Iraq Government could not escape respon¬ 
sibility for this state of affairs, especially as 
f had now heard that they proposed to take 
action against the English-language Iraq 
Times for publishing a letter pointing out 
that Iraq had benefited from British 
imperialism. f| am reporting this incident 
in a separate letter, in which it appears that 
any action which might have been, taken 
against the Iraq Times would have been 
based, outwardly at least, on other 
grounds.! I hoped his Excellency would 
realise that the hostile tone of the Iraqi 
press was bound to have its effect on the 
people who read it and nothing else. Also 
it made my task more difficult. If, for 
instance, F were passing on to London 3 
request for help, the willingness of Her 
Majesty's Government to meet the Iraqi 
request could hardly fait to he conditioned 
by what I had reported about the attitude 
of the Iraqi press I hoped that his Excel¬ 


lency would do all he could to improve the 
present situation. 

3. fne Prime Minister showed little dis¬ 
position to accept my complaint. He said 
that u i had been m Iraq during the past 
hurl) years i would have found little change 
in the tone of the Iraqi press. It had always 
been hostile to Britain and the reason was 
solely the policy and shortcomings of 
successive British Governments. And so 
Ine argument continued for u good hour 
and a Si a If, but at the end of it his 
Excellency did agree to urge those editors 
over whom the Government had influence 
to improve the tone of their papers. So l 
may possibly have made some impression, 

4, YV iialever practical effect it may pro¬ 
duce. I think the conversation was useful in 
two respects In the first place it evidently 
came as a surprise to ihe Prime Minister 
and the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
(hut vve take ihi* continuous vituperation in 
the Iraqi press seriously. They seem to 
regard it much in the same way as a school¬ 
boy regards cheeking his iorm-masier. a 
kind of natural occupation which it would 
be curmudgeonEv of the master to resent 
Secondly, it was instructive to me to get an 
insight into the depth of feeling among 
some at any rate of the Iraqis against 
Western and Christian influence. In me 
ordinary wu> the Iraqi, even when he Jiar¬ 
bours such feelings land I do not believe 
that they all do. at any rale to the same 
degree), is too naturally polite to express 
them. The Prime Minister on this occasion 
for once opened up. Without ever being 
discourteous, tnougn speaking at lime* with 
vigour, he took me back to the initial 
liberation from the l urks and spoke almost 
with nostalgia of the old days when a good 
Moslem ruled in Bagdad and ‘ + we were all 
equal." He did Indeed give us some slight 
credit for having given the Arabs their 
independence, hut the whole burden of his 
lengthy disquisition was upon our short¬ 
comings the promises we had made and 
broken, the carving up of a single Arab 
area Into separate spheres of European 
influence, the m ^government which had led 
to the glorious insurrection of E920. the 
subsequent imposition upon Iraq of a treaty 
which every Iraqi nationalist had opposed 
from the first, and above all. our iniquitous 
policy in Palestine, for the results of which 
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we far more than the Americans were 
responsible. 

T I tried to persuade him that there was 
Einot ier side to all this, e,£,. that, when all 
was said and done, we had delivered Iraq 
from Turkish rule and given her her inde¬ 
pendence. provided a fang succession of 
honest and able administrators for the 
country, built the railway system and 
handed it over practically free of charge, 
and created the oil industry upon which lhe 
financing of further development depended. 
He accepted all this but seemed to dismiss 
b as unimportant in comparison with the 
wrongs we had done. 1 came away there¬ 
fore impressed by the seemingly unbridge¬ 
able gulf between ourselves and our 
Western outlook and the bitter, suspicious 
resentment that this half Arab* half Kurdish 
Prime Minister, despite his mi I ward friend¬ 
liness, appears to harbour against our 
presence and our influence in a Moslem 
hi rtd. 

6 . f low far he represents general opinion 
in Iraq it is difficult to say. My guess is 
that he was probably voicing not in¬ 
accurately the views of a large proportion 
of the educated and semi-educated in 
Bagdad and Mosul. Certainly that is all 
they ever hear from the press, and Mustafa 
ul-Urtt&rt may himself have been uncon¬ 
sciously affected by it. On the other side 
m the picture there is the instinctive turning 
lo us for help and advice whenever diffi¬ 
culties arise, 1 here is also the universally 
friendly welcome that any Englishman 
receives when he travels about the country. 
Any memento of one of Her Majesty's past 
ambassadors is a safely guarded treasure. 
But i he Prime Minister in his mood that day 
does, I believe, represent an underlying 
resentment, present in this as in other 
Moslem countries, against the white man 
and ’he Christian who has during the past 
century humiliated them hy emphasising 
his superiority in every sphere. This* 
though often kept invisible below the sur¬ 
face could easily be fanned into a fanatical 
movement of hatred and destruction. It 
has happened here before and more than 
once, The destruction wrought in the 
British war cemetery in Bagdad in 1941 has 
not yet been fully repaired. 

7, flic Iraqi* it seems to me, or at any 
rate the townsman, will never forget a 
grievance. Being one of the laziest of 
mortals and having no family life* he will 
sit in his cafe for hours on end surrounded 
by his cronies, brooding over his grievances 
and talking Interminable politics. By a 


mixture of tact and firmness one may keep 
him sane and good-humoured for a time, 
Lind a joke may turn his thoughts at a diffi¬ 
cult moment. But there is a side to his 
mitqre which is embittered, frustrated and 
fanatical. Seeing little but squalor and 
stagnation all round him* he will not admit 
even to himself the obvious answer, that he 
belongs to a peculiarly irresponsible and 
feckless race. On the contrary, he blames 
his frustration upon everyone but himself, 
and above all upon the British, feeling only 
envy or resentment for ihe few oases of 
civilisation which we have created in his 
midst. His worst instincts urge him to wipe 
out tlicsc blots on the desert landscape and 
to drive out those who perpetrated them. 
Thai, 1 believe, is half the meaning of the 
cry for independence. It is not for freedom, 
to create, it is for freedom lo destroy every 
vestige of an alien civilisation. 

H, As t see it, our major task here is to 
prevent these evil instincts from rising to 
ihe surface and threatening our whole 
pos it ion. At t imcs I hey h a ve cert ainl y d one 
so. as we have seen m the murderous out¬ 
breaks of 1920. 1941 and I94&. if one was 
to bL guided only h) the press, one would 
conclude that another such wave of frenzy 
was about to descend upon us now. But 
Arabs enjoy heroics and cannot be taken 
entirely seriously either in what they say or 
in what they write. It may be therefore that 
the present wave oT excitement will die 
down, as has happened before, when Ihe 
elections arc over and a new Government 
comes into power At the moment ihe 
Bagdadi lawyers and coffee-house poli¬ 
ticians seem to regard it as almost a matter 
of honour to have a coup d*Etat. it has 
happened in Egypt and Syria, find even in 
the despised Lebanon* The Bagdad!s are 
hanging their heads in shame; they have 
not yet even murdered a Prime Minister. 

9, But even though order is preserved 
and calamity avoided, I think we should be 
unwise to expect any easy lime ahead. The 
resentment of which 1 have spoken h ever 
present and is likely to become more and 
more evident unless and until the Iraqi can 
be brought to believe that we arc not, as 
they suspect, a power in decline. 

10 . If an emergency were to arise, 1 
doubt it the Regent or the present Prime 
Minister would be of much help in dealing 
with it, even though the latter's past 
depredations tnusi have left him with a 
good deal to lose The strongest bulwarks 
are (he army, the police and perhaps the 
load officials Ii is for that reason that I 












have been pleading so earnestly for support 
for the army. And for the same re.tson m> 
staff and 1 do our best to cultivate army 
officers, police officials and! the MuUssarifs 
and Qaimaqams in the provinces. Mean- 
white we continue to keep fit close touch 
with all sections of Bagdad society that arc 
open to us. and there has been no sign 
whatever of any social boycott. Outwardly 
they seem as friendly as ever. Bui the 
situation is less eusv than ut any lime since 
1 arrived here eighteen months ago* and it 
i* a good thing that the Regent has at Iasi 
returned from his prolonged stay abroad, 
The next few weeks should show whether 
things arc going to calm down or to gel out 
of control Personally I have considerable 


confidence m Nuri Pasha. wlu>, though 
increasingly unpopular, seems "to be more 
jeared and respected than ever before. 
The deterioration since Ins resignation has 
been must marked, despite the fact that lhe 
present Government is composed of more 
or tess presentable people as compared with 
the criminal lypes with which Nuri sur¬ 
rounded himself. 

I am sending copies of this despatch u> 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Cairo. 
Be,rut, Damascus. Amman. Jcdda, Tel 
Aviv, Washington* and the head of the 
British Middle East Office at Fayid, 

1 have. &c, 

I. M TROUTBECK 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

IN IRAQ 

Sir J front beck to Mr. Eden [Received 5th November) 


(No. 143. Confidential) Bagdad. 

Sir* 31 si October, 1952. 

The political situation in Iraq has de¬ 
veloped rapidly during the last few days, 

2. On Sunday, 26th October* His Royal 
Highness the Regent returned to Bagdad 
after more than three months’ absence. 
The same evening the Cabinet discussed the 
internal situation with him. On the 
the following day a Royal l rad ah was 
issued dissolving Parliament (see my tele* 
gram No. 673 of 29th October!. Under the 
terms of the Constitution, the new Parlia¬ 
ment must assemble within four months of 
the dissolution of the old Parliament. In 
this case, therefore, a new Parliament must 
be in being by the end of February. In fact, 
an effort will no doubt be made to assemble 
it before the end of January* since a session 
beginning after that date would not qualify 
as one of the new Parliament's four 
ordinary' sessions. Elections may lake place 
any time within the permitted period, but 
the whole electoral process* under an 
amendment to the Electoral Law which was 
passed at one of the last sessions of the late 
Parliament, must not take lunger than 
sixty-eight days* tsee Bagdad despatch 
No. 87 of 3rd July}, 

3, On Tuesday, 2Xth October, the United 
Popular Front and the Estiqlal and National 
Democratic parties, as they had frequently 
promised during the previous month, sub¬ 
mitted petitions to the Regent, 1 enclose 
summaries of the three petitions. As you 


will see. the United Popular Front’s memo¬ 
randum was in imprecise terms* and called 
for unspecified amendments to the Consti¬ 
tution and the Electoral Law. I under¬ 
stand that Taha aMlashimi, the leading 
member of the Front, has been offered a 
safe seat in the next Parliament, and this 
mayvjbe the reason for the mild nature of 
the Front’s memorandum* The petitions 
of the Jsliqlal and National Democratic 
parlies* on the other hand* were fur from 
vague. They have many similarities; both, 
for instance, call for the limitation of the 
authority of the Head of the Stale and, in 
particular, the abolition of his power to dis¬ 
miss Cabinets* the amendment of the 
Electoral L iw to provide for direct elec¬ 
tions, the establishment of a State Council 
to safeguard the rights of the people, free¬ 
dom to form trade unions, the rooting out 
of corruption, the limitation of the size of 
agricultural holdings, the abolition of tribal 
law and llie rejection of all schemes of joint 
defence. The parties' attitudes to the 1930 
Treaty differed only lei the manner in 
which they were expressed. While the 
Istiql.it Party demanded that steps be taken 
to abrogate the Treaty, the National 
Democratic Party called for the eviction of 
nil foreign forces and freedom from the 
Treaty. 

4. On the same day, Saleh lubr stated in 
a letter to the Prime Minister that the 
Popular Socialist Party would boycott the 
elections unless they were conducted on the 
one stage system. 
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5. The Head of the Royal Diwan* on 
behalf of the Regent* published a reply on 
29th October to the three parties which had 
submitted memoranda. J enclose a full 
translation of this document. In effect, the 
reply states that His Royal Highness agrees 
that certain reforms are necessary* but he 
believes tut they should be effected in the 
proper constitutional way* attd that it will, 
therefore* be for the new Parliament to 
undertake the appropriate measures. He 
adds that, since some of the leaders of the 
parties which submitted the petitions have 
been in power in the past, they must share 
responsibility for the conditions of which 
they complained. The Regent also points 
out that no community is without corrupt 
elements. In every Stale there are good 
people and bad people. In Iraq the 
administration is staffed from the former. 

6 . The manoeuvre of dissolving the 
existing Parliament before tire party peti¬ 
tions were received by the Regent* and of 
replying that, while His Royal Highness 
hud no desire to stand in the way of consti¬ 
tutional reform, this could tie brought 
about only by the Parliament* has delighted 
all those of moderate views* and must have 
thrown the three parties concerned into 
confusion. Its neatness and strength might 
seem to suggest the ha Ltd of Nun. but I am 
insured that its author is the present Prime 
Minister. Mustafa nl UtnarL The reaction 
of the National Democratic Party has been 
to declare rather angrily that* come what 
may, they will boycott the elections. The 
Uliqlal Party hurried to point out Llint 
since no member of the party has ever been 
in power except the leader* Mohammed 
Mahdi Kubba, who was a member of the 
Cabinet formed after the rejection of the 
Portsmouth Treaty* the Regent’s remarks 
about the apportion mem of responsibility 
for existing conditions cannot be applied to 
them. 

7. This firm handling of the situation by 
the Regent and [he Government has tin* 
doubt ally eased tension in Bagdad and has 
removed the immediate threat of disorders. 
There may be further decrease in tension 
following the Kings arrival yesterday. His 
progress from the airport to Che Royal 
Bilal was the occasion for outbursts of 
tumultuous enthusiasm* But nothing has 
yet been done to solve the difficult problem 
of Saleh labr’s relations with Nuri and with 
the present Cabinet, which remain uneasy* 

I am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Cairo. 
Amman* Beirut. Damascus, Jedda* Tel 
Aviv* Washington. Paris and Ankara, and 


to the Head of the British Middle East 
Office it Fnyid. 

I have, Ac. 

J. M TROUTBECK 


Enclosure 1 in No. 7 

Sit tut nary of the National Democratic 

Party's Memorttndtnn presented to the 

Regent on 28th October, 1952 

After describing the appal ling conditions 
which exist in Iraq to-day* I he memoran¬ 
dum says that the following demands must 
be fulfilled if the situation is to be 
remedied: 

i. Fhe amendment of the Constitution 
in order to safeguard the sovereignty of 
the people* in particular the additions to 
the Constitution made in 1943 which gave 
the Head of State increased powers, such 
as the right to dismiss the Cabinet* should 
be amended, t he Head of State and every 
other person in authority should be de~ 
barred from any financial or economic 
undertaking which might lead to an abuse 
of authority. 

2 The amendment of the Electoral Law 
and the adoption of the principle of direct 
elections, 

3. The conduct of the forthcoming elec¬ 
tions li i the basis of [he olllciul census. No 
citizen should be debarred from entering 
Parliament. The elections should be 
carried out by *i Ministry which enjoys the 
confidence of the public, 

4 r To abolish reactionary laws. 

5* To enact uniform laws to apply to all 
districts, towns and villages and the inhabi¬ 
tants thereof. 

6. Independence of the Judicature* 

7. The establishment of a Slate Council* 

8 . The freedom to form unions* 

9. An amnesty for all political prisoners. 

10. To caned all laws which are incon¬ 
sistent with democracy and to abolish fhe 
idea of amending the Penal Act. 

!L C leansing the administration of 
bribery and corruption and preventing ex¬ 
ploitation and monopolies 

12. The abolition of feudalism. 

13. Limit a l ton of land holdings, 

14. Tile distribution of Miri hind to 
cultivators* 

15* The increase of the peasants* share of 
agricultural produce. 

16. A reduction in the burden of Fixa¬ 
tion imposed on those who are unable to 
pay it. 
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J7. Progressive taxation of those in the 
high income group, whether they are agri¬ 
culture is or not. 

IS. A reduction of indirect taxes. 

19. Hie elimination 0 f foreign economic 
exploitation. 

20 The nationalisation of public enter¬ 
prises, 

21. The termination of foreign mono¬ 
polies. 

22 Encouragement for the investment of 
Iraq capital in modem, industrial and 
economic schemes. 

23. The prevention of the advancement 
of individual interests at the expense of the 
community. 

24. The eviction of all foreign forces. 

25. Liberation from the 1930 Treaty. 

26. Rejection of all joint defence 
schemes, 

27. Neutrality lx-tween the international 
blocks. 


Enclosure 2 m No. 7 

Summary of the htiqlal Party's Memo¬ 
randum presented to the Regent on 
28th October, 1952 

During the Regents absence, which 
lasted four months, world events of great 
importance have taken place in neighbour¬ 
ing countries* Everyone in Iraq regrets 
that he was horn on this soil since the 
Government of the country is based on 
exploitation which in turn springs from 
tyranny and feudalism. Illiteracy, poverty 
and disease are rife and jusuce has lost the 
value it has in civilised countries 
The purpose of this memorandum is not 
mere!) to complain of the evil conditions 
prevailing In Iraq, hut to submit certain 
demands the fulfilment of which, the Partv 
hopes, will save the country from its present 
serious plight. 

While add res mg the Regent direct, the 
Party is mindful of the fact that under the 
Constitution the Head of State is “ not 
responsible" since all responsibility is 
vested in the Cabinet. The Constitution 
differentiates between the legislative, ex¬ 
ecutive and Judicial authorities. But the 
fact that the Constitution does not restrict 
the prerogatives of the King is a serious 
breach of the Constitution by the executive 
The Party does not wish it to be thought 
that it is demanding the Regent's inter¬ 
ference in affairs of State, The Party is 
merely demanding that such interference 
may be ended to safeguard the Consti¬ 
tution, 


The Government of the country should 
be a parliamentary Government vubject to 
the wishes of the people. This should mean 
Shat The King reigns but does not rule." 
that power is in the hands of the people 
and is exercised by its Deputies whom it 
elects freely and that the Government 
machinery is subject to control by Parlia¬ 
ment, 

fhe contrary hiss been the case in Iraq. 
Rule by Parliament is a fiction, Ministers 
have been chosen from a limited group of 
men known for their inclinations which are 
detrimental to the interests of the people. 
Outdated laws remain in force, parlia¬ 
mentary elections have been manipulated. 
The rights of the individual are bargained 
for in open court. Those who have reached 
minister id rank have amassed wealth and 
and acquired property, Bribery has be¬ 
come widespread. 

The Party nukes the following de¬ 
mands:— 

1. Amendment of the Constitution to 
determine the rights of the people in such 
a way as to prevent the King, in his capacity 
as “ not responsible " Head of State, inter¬ 
fering in State affairs and to establish the 
principle that “The King reigns but does 
rule"; also to abolish the King’s right to 
dismiss a Prime Minister, to abolish the 
appointment of Senators HEid to provide for 
free elections. 

2. Amendment of the i lectoral Law, the 
Municipal Administration Law and the 
Liwa Administration Law so as to provide 
for direct elections and to guarantee the 
proper execution of these laws by 
abolishing the immunity of the officials 
implementing them. 

X The cleaning-up of the administration 
and the enactment of the Illegal Profits 
Law. the effect of which should be retro¬ 
spect ive. 

4, Granting constitutional liberties in¬ 
cluding the right to form parties and unions 
and the establishment of a State Council to 
safeguard the rights of the people, 

5, The limitation of the size of land 
holdings, the distribution of lands lo culti¬ 
vators and the imposition of a progressive 
tax on agricultural income until land distri¬ 
bution has been carried out. 

6, The abolition of the Tribal Civil 
Criminal Disputes Regulation and sheikh¬ 
doms ” and the disarmament of the tribes, 

7, Raising the standard of living by com¬ 
bating the high cost of living and enacting 
a social security law 

8, Review of the working of the Develop¬ 
ment Board. 


9. The independence of me Judicature* 

10. StrenglJienmg and equipping the 
army and setting up arms factories, 

II* I u work to get rid of I Ik oppressive 
1930 Treaty, which has restricted the inde¬ 
pendence and sovereignty of Iraq; the 
Evacuation of all foreign forces from Iraq; 
tmd refusal lo take part in any kind o t 
Collective recurity. 


Enclosure .3 in No. 7 

Swnmaiy of the Memora/ulutu submitted 
by the United Popular Front to H.li.H. 
the Regent on 28th October, 1952 

The memorandum is not meant to be a 
complaint but rather a note setting out the 
Front’s opinion about the present sei nation 
of the country and the demands for reform, 
Conditions are going from bad to worse in 
both domestic and foreign Helds. 

The Constitution must be amended, lt> 
provisions are being violated without any¬ 
one being held responsible. 

The Legislature has lost its power to 
supervise State affairs and its ability to 
carry out its duty by bringing those 
responsible to account. 

The Electoral Law should be amended 
and it should be based on sound principles. 

The relations between Iraq and its ally 
under the 1930 Treaty arc unequal. The 
relations have deteriorated since 1st Mav. 
1941. 

Public liberties have been suppressed, laws 
have been violated, the standard of living 
has declined and the gap between ruler and 
ruled has been widened, 

D I f>. MAITLAND 
50th October,. 1952, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 7 

Reply from the Head of the Royal Dhvan 

To; His Excellency Say id Tabs al 
Hashimia, President of the United 
Popular Front. 

Hjs Excellency Say id Kamil at 
r had i refti, President of the 
National Democratic Party. 

His E x cdtency S i y id M uham m ad 
Muhdi Ktibba, President of the 
Independence Party, 

1 have submitted lo Hjs Royal High¬ 
ness the Regent and Heir Presumptive 
*o the Throne your memoranda dated 
R8th October. 1952. and His Royal 
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Highness has commanded me to explain to 
you the following: — 

Hjs Royal Highness agrees with you that 
the condition of the country needs to be 
improved and appreciates the interest 
shdwn by you in this regard. He considers 
that the parties and every loyal Iraqi 
citizen should co-operate with those respon¬ 
sible to work Tor me advancement of the 
country and for the welfare and prosperity 
of the people, and that ail views or advice 
offered by any party as reg irds the way in 
which the defects should be overcome is 
worthy of sympathetic consideration. 

No country in the world is without cor¬ 
rupt dements. But there ::re also good, 
rig hi minded, wise and under standing ele¬ 
ment!;, which resist lhe elements of evil and 
drive out corruption through their loyalty 
aid integrity and by enforcing the laws and 
regulations of the country. To these 
dements His Royal Highness entrusts 
responsibility ksnd he places in their hands 
Lhe administf. lion of the country, as pro¬ 
vided for in the Constitution. They are 
responsible to Parliament, according to the 
democratic system pres ailing in the country. 
In accordance with this principle, which is 
embodied in the Constitution or Iraq, 
Governments have been set up in Iraq 
since (he establishment of national rule. 
A3] heads of parties and a large section of 
the prominent men of the country, who are 
of various creeds and opinions, have partici¬ 
pated in (he administration of (Ik country 
and in its creation, and have borne the 
burdens ol Govern men l and have become 
acquainted with its secrets. They have 
known Lie various consequences of past 
events, some of which have beei useful and 
some harmful to the country. Moreover, 
the happiness, pros.verity and progress 
which Iraq has achieved is the fruit of the 
effort % exerted by them, both when in power 
and out of power and when in Parliament, 
It any error has been committed they share 
in it. each in proportion to his share of 
responsibility. !f some of these gentlemen, 
or the Ministers whom they chose as col¬ 
leagues. have shirked their respon ibiliucs 
in the face of certain parties, on the plea 
that they were influenced by the Highest 
Quarter h>,. the RegenO, that Quarter does 
not know them nor the responsibility which 
they shirked. This is a malter which cannot 
be commented upon, and it should be left 
to those who possess wisdom and logic to 
gauge the weight of such allegations. 

In your memoranda, you desire to carry 
out quick and beneficial reforms m the 
com try, HR Royal Highness shares yo ur 
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J7. Progressive taxation of those in the 
high income group. whether they arc agri- 
cult ora lists or not. 

I!i, A reduction of indirect taxes. 

19, The elimination of foreign economic 
exploitation. 

20. The nationalisation of public enter¬ 
prises, 

21- The termination of foreign mono¬ 
polies. 

22. Encouragement for the investment of 
Iraq capital in modern, industrial and 
economic schemes. 

~5. i he prevention of the advancement 
of individual interests at the expense of the 
community, 

24 The eviction of all foreign forces. 

25, Liberation from the 1930 Treaty. 

2 6, Rejection of all joint defence 
schemes. 

27, Neutrality between the international 
blocks. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7 

Summary of the htfqlat Party's Memo¬ 
randum presented to the Regent ott 
2$th October, 1952 

During the Regent's absence, which 
lasted four months, world events of great 
importance have taken place in neighbour¬ 
ing countries,. Everyone in Iraq regrets 
that he was horn on this soil since [he 
Government of the country is based on 
exploitation which cn turn .springs from 
tyranny and feudalism. Illiteracy., poverty 
and disease are rife and justice has lost the 
value it has in civilised countries. 

The purpose of this memorandum is not 
merely to complain of the evil conditions 
prevailing in Iraq, but to submit certain 
demands the fuErdment of which, the Party 
hopes, wifi save the country from its present 
serious plight. 

While addresing the Regent direct, the 
Party 5 s mmdfui of the fact that under the 
Constitution the Head of State is 'not 
responsible since ill responsibility is 
vested in the Cabinet The Constitution 
differentiates between the legislative, ex¬ 
ecutive and judicial authorities. But the 
tat. i that the Constrtution docs not restrict 
ihe prerogatives of the King is a serious 
brc.ish of the Constitution bv the executive 
The Party dews not wish it to he thought 
that it is demanding the Regent's inter¬ 
ference in affairs of State. The Party is 
merely demanding that such interference 
may be ended to safeguard the Consti¬ 
tution. 


The Government of the country should 
be a parliamentary Government subject to 
the wishes of ihe people, TEtis should mean 
that " The King reigns but does not rule.’ 
that power is in the hands of the people 
and is exercised by its Deputies whom it 
elects freely and that the Government 
machinery is subject to control by Parlia¬ 
ment, 

The contrary has been the case in Iraq. 
Rule by Parliament is a fiction, Ministers 
have been chosen, from a limited group of 
men known for their inclinations which are 
detrimental to the interest* of the people. 
Outdated laws remain in force, parlia¬ 
mentary elections have been manipulated. 
The rights of the individual are bargained 
for in open court Those who have reached 
ministerial rank have amassed wealth and 
and acquired property, Bribery has be¬ 
come widespread. 

The Party makes the following de¬ 
mands: — 

1. Amendment of the Constitution to 
determine the rights of the people in such 
a way as to prevent the King, in his capacity 
as "not responsible ” Head of State, inter¬ 
fering in State affairs and to establish the 
principle that " The King reigns but does 
rule"; also to abolish the Kings right to 
dismiss a Prime Minister, to abolish the 
appointment of Senators and to provide for 
free elections, 

2. Amendment of the Electoral Law, the 
Municipal Administration Law and the 
Liwa Administration Law so as to provide 
for direct elections and to guarantee the 
proper execution of these laws by 
abolishing the immunity of the officials 
implementing them. 

3. The cleaning-up of the administration 
and the enactment of the Illegal Profits 
Law, the effect of which should be retro¬ 
spective. 

4. Granting constitutional liberties in¬ 
cluding the right to form parties and unions 
and the establishment of a State Council to 
safeguard the rights of the people, 

5. Trie limitation of the size of land 
holdings, Ihc distribution of lands to culti¬ 
vators and the imposition of a progressive 
tax on agricultural income until land distri¬ 
bution has been carried out, 

6 . The abolition of the Tribal Civil 
Criminal Disputes Regulation and "sheikh¬ 
doms " and the disarmament of the tribes. 

7 Raising (he standard of living by com¬ 
bating the high Cost of living and enacting 
a social security law. 

8 , Review of the working of the Develop 
ment Board. 
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9, The independence of the Judicature. 

10. Strengthening and equipping the 
army and setting up arms factories. 

II- lo work to get rid of the oppressive 
1930 Treat), which has restricted the inde¬ 
pendence and sovereignty of Iraq; the 
evacuation of all foreign forces from Iraq; 
and refusal to take pari in any kind of 
collective security. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 7 

Summary at the Memorandum submitted 
by the United Popular Front to H.R.H. 
the Regent an 28th October k 1952 

I he memorandum is not meant to be a 
complain buL rather a note setting out the 
Fronts opinion about the present situation 
of the country and the demands for reform. 
Conditions are going from bad to worse in 
hoi;i domestic and foreign fields. 

The Constitution must he amended. Its 
provisions are being violated without any¬ 
one being held responsible. 

The Legislature has lost its power to 
supervise Slate affairs and its ability to 
carry out its duly by bringing those 
responsible to account. 

Ihe Electoral Law should lx? amended 
and it should be based on sound principles. 

The relations between Iraq and its ally 
under the 1930 Treaty are unequal. The 
relations have deteriorated since 1 st Mnv. 
194L 

Public liberties have been >vippressed, laws 
have been violated, l he standard of living 
has declined and the gap between ruler and 
ruled has been widened. 

D, D MAITLAND, 
30th October. 1952. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 7 

Reply f rom the Head of the Royal Din an 

To His Excellency Say id fa ha a! 
Has hi mi a, P re si deni of ihe United 
Popular Front. 

His Excellency Say id Kamil a I 
Chadtrehi, President of the 
National Democr uic Party. 

His Excellency Styid Muhammad 
VLihdi Kubba. President of the 
Independence Party. 

I have submitted lo His Royal High¬ 
ness the Regent and Heir Presumptive 
to the Throne your memoranda dated 
28lh October, 1952, and HEs Roval 
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Highness has commanded me to explain to 
you the following: — 

His Royal Highness agrees with you that 
the condition of the country needs to be 
improved and appreciates the interest 
shown bv you in Ibis regard. He considers 
that the parties ami every loyal Iraqi 
citizen should co-operate with those respon¬ 
sible to work for me advancement of the 
country and for the welfare and prosperity 
OI Ihe people, and lhai all views or advice 
offered by any party as regards the way in 
which the defects should be overcome k 
worthy of sympathetic consideration. 

\o country in the world is without cor¬ 
rupt dements. Bui there yre also good 
rkrrn minded, wise and understanding de¬ 
ments. which resist the dements of evil and 
drive out corruption through their loyally 
;nd integrity and by enforcing the laws ind 
rcgi'hlions of the country. To these 
dements His Royal Highness entrusts 
responsibility and he places in their hands 
the administration ol the country, as pro¬ 
vided for in the Constitution. They are 
responsible to Parliament, according to the 
democratic system prevailing in the country. 
In ,'Ccordance with this principle, which is 
embodied in the Constitution of Iraq. 
Governments have been set up Sn Iraq 
since the establishment of national rule, 
All heads of parties and » large section of 
the prominent men of Lite country, who are 
of variotis creeds and opinions, have partici¬ 
pated in the administration of ihe country 
and in its creation, and have borne the 
burdens of Government and have become 
acquainted with its secrets. They have 
known the various consequences of past 
events, some of which have been useful and 
some harmful to the country. Moreover, 
the happiness* prosperity and progress 
Which Iraq has achieved \l the fruit of ihe 
efforts exerted by them, both when in power 
and out of power and when in Parliament, 

11 any error has been committed they share 
in it, each in proportion to his share of 
responsibility. If some of these gentlemen, 
or the Ministers whom they chose ns col¬ 
leagues. have shirked lheir responsibilities 
in the face of Certain parties, on the plea 
that they were influenced by the Highest 
Quarter (■>.. the Regent L that Quarter does 
not know them nor ihc responsibility which 
they shirkc J * Tb i * is a mat tc r which ea n n oi 
be commented upon, and it should be left 
to those who possess wisdom and logic to 
gauge the weight uf such allegations, 

Ifi your memoranda, you desire to carry 
om quick and beneficial reforms In ihe 
cou itry. His Royal Highness shares vour 
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views and believes mat every individual in 
Iraq desires reform, advancement* progress 
and prosperity for me country. His Royal 
Hignness shares the joys and sorrows of the 
people. You hate as ted for the amend¬ 
ment of the Co ns it ill ion, the Electoral Law 
and otner laws, and for the promulgation of 
legislation of use to the country. His 
Highness declares that it is his keen desire 
to nave free elections carried out in the 
country without any elector being subjected 
to pressure. He wishes the Chamber of 
Deputies to be composed of true representa¬ 
tives oi the people. He wishes a Govern¬ 
ment responsible to the Chamber to be 
formed, which would be in a position to 
submit io the Chamber* by constitutional 
met iods* useful legislation according to the 
need* of the country* whether it be the 
same as that mentioned in your memoranda 
or not, His Royal Highness declares that 
wise and experienced statesmen of the 
country have participated in the enactment 
and amendment of Lhc Constitution which 
is now in force, fhe t onstilulion lias been 
approved by the legislative assemblies, 
and if it is in the interests of the country 
that more amendments be made to the 
Constitution, the Highest Quarter will not 
stand in the way. since such action is within 
the competence of the Government and the 
representatives of the people, according to 
the provisions of the Constitution itself* 
which everyone respects. Similarly* the 
question of amending the Electoral Law. 
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DISTURBANCES 
Events of 22nd 24th 

Sir J Troutheck to Mr. Eden. 

{No. 156. Confidential Bagdad, 

Sir, 2H(h November, 1952. 

In my recent despatches I have described 
the political events in Iraq since the Regent 
returned from abroad on 26lh October, 
These events culminated in serious dis¬ 
turbances in Bagdad last week-end, 1 have 
reported major developments by telegram 
and I now have the honour to submit a 
more detailedi account of them. 

2 . It was dear by the middle of last week 
that the fate of Mustafa al-Umari's 
Government was in the balance. They had 
gone some way towards meeting the 
demand of the four Opposition parties Tot 
direct elections by announcing that they 


whether on the basis of direct or indirect 
elections* is not within the competence of 
the Highest Quarter, since it is up lo Parlia¬ 
ment lo consider such matters and to 
choose the best electoral procedure for the 
country. 

This ts a summary of the observations of 
His Royal Highness on the contents of your 
memoranda. 1 wish to remind you that His 
Royal Highness consulted the heads of the 
political parties about the kind of Cabinet 
which should be formed to conduct the 
dec lions, whether it be a non-party cabinet 
or a coalition. His Royal Highness under¬ 
stood from the majority of them that they 
favoured the formation of a neutral 
cabinet. Wncn asked about the neutral 
person or persons who should form the 
cabinet* they left it to His Royal Highness 
to decide, as he had more knowledge than 
they had. This is a proof that His Royal 
Highness had not hesitated to consult the 
heads of political parlies or other statesmen 
on important matters* although such 
matters were within his constitutional com¬ 
petence, In line with the policy which His 
Royal Highness has pursued of consulting 
heads of political parties and other leading 
statesmen of the country. His Royal 
Highness will consult them in connexion 
with the important questions dealt with in 
these memoranda. 

Please accept my profound respects. 

AHMAD MUKHTAR BA BAN. 

Rais of the Royal Dtv. au. 
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IN BAGDAD 
November, 1952 

(Received 3rd December} 

had decided U> set up a committee to draft 
an amendment to the electoral law which 
would enshrine this principle and which 
would be laid before the next Parliament. 
But the four Opposition parlies had re¬ 
affirmed their determination to boycott the 
elections and had all called on their 
followers to prevent them from being held. 
U was feared that ns soon us the Govern¬ 
ment announced the date on which the 
elections were to begin, the Opposition 
might try to bring them down by an appeal 
to the street The Government's position 
had been undermined by the fact, which 
was public knowledge, that the Regent, 
who for at least two weeks had doubted 
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Mustafa aJ-U maris steadfastness, had 
invited l-fjkmet SuSaiman behind the Prime 
Minister s back to form a Government. 
Hikmct declined, but the damage lo the 
Government's morale was serious, 

3. On the morning of Saturday, 22nd 
November, the Cabinet met to decide when 
to announce the dale on which the electoral 
campaign would be launched. At about 
the same time the demonstrations began. 
Some weeks previously the students of the 
College of Pharmacy and Chemistry had 
struck In protest against certain provisions 
of the college regulations. The regulations 
were amended and students returned to the 
college. On 18th November a fight 
occurred amongst the students instigated, it 
was befeved, by relations, of the dean. The 
students struck again on 3 9th November* 
,md on the 22nd, when the Cabinet was 
meeting, the '.indents of all the colleges 
came out on strike in sympathy. Whether 
or not the strike itself was inspired by the 
Partisans of Peace and other extreme Left- 
wing groups, it was certainly these dements 
and the Communists who took control of 
S he student?* once they were on I he streets. 
Soon they were shouting the familiar peace 
slogans* and also calling for the resignation 
of the Government and for direct elections. 
The demonstrators, many of whom were 
boys in their teens* Were armed for the 
most part with staves and brick-hat*, 
although some carried daggers and 
revolvers. The police were unarmed* and 
remained so throughout the disturbances 
on the orders of the Government. Clashes 
occurred in various parts of the city, in 
some of which demonstrators Hied on the 
police. The police used tear gas. At least 
one demonstrator was killed ami thirty 
police were injured, some gravely. 

4 At about 3 p.m. on Saturday, Mustafa 
aTUmari submitted his Cabf&fs redcmi- 
lion to the Regent. This was announced 
on Bagdad radio at 6 p.m. Minor demon- 
si rations continued throughout the after¬ 
noon. but by nightfall Bagdad was quiet. 
In the rising tension of the previous weeks 
four of the Sunni cx-Premiers—Jamil 
Madr'ai* Alt Ttudal, Tawfiq Suwaidi and 
Nuri Pasha— had closed their ranks, in 
support of Mustafa al-Umari; and it was 
one of these. Jamil Madfai, to whom the 
Regent now turned. At the end of the day 
ft seemed likely that he would succeed in 
forming a Government, 

5, On the morning of Sunday the 23rd 
there were further demonstrations; this 
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lime members of the four Opposition 
parties look part- It is not yet known 
whether these individuals turned out on the 
instructions of their party leaders, but 1 
think this likely in the case of the Istiqlal 
and the National Democratic Parties at 
least. The demonstrations were thus on a 
larger scale than on the previous day and 
it was soon evident that they seriously 
threatened the safety of the capital. Bv 
noon the offices of the United States lev- 
formation Service in the main street of the 
city hud been broken open and the contents 
were being burnt on the street outside. At 
I pan. the mob were in control of all of 
Rashid Slreci from North Gate to King 
Feisal Square and of the approaches to the 
two main bridges across the Tigris, At this 
time I sent an oral message to Mustafa ai- 
Umari, who was still at the Prime 
Ministers office, to the effect that I was 
disturbed by the situation and trusted that 
the Iraqi authorities would take all neces¬ 
sary measures to protect foreign lives and 
property. This message reached him with¬ 
in ten minutes and he replied that he would 
lake all possible steps. At about this time 
the Mutasarrif of Bagdad in accordance 
with his legal powers and presumably after 
consultation w ith the Government, appealed 
to the army for assistance. Troops began 
to enter the city from the north during the 
afternoon, and gradually pushed their way 
through to the South Gate, 

6 . Disturbances continued throughout 
the afternoon in the course of which 
demonstrators were joined by workers from 
the factories at K had him a in who happened 
to have a half-holiday. Groups of demon¬ 
strators marched through Rashid Street 
setting lire to the offices of the frag Timem 
and damaging furniture and equipment in 
I he offices of the B.O A C. which arc 
situated nearby. Then, having reached 
South Gate* they turned into Ghazi Street 
and assaulted the police station at Bab aJ- 
Sheikh, This they managed to set on lire 
and at least four of the policemen inside 
were killed, lhc mob seized two of the 
bodies and* after mutilating them, dragged 
them back through the streets to South 
Gate where they burned them. Late in the 
afternoon 3 sent a further message to the 
Prime Minister in which I expressed m> 
concern that, despite my first message* 
damage had been done to British property. 

I added that 1 must hold tlic Iraq Govern¬ 
ment responsible for this, Mustafa al-Umafi 
replied that he had done all he could and 
could not be held responsible for such 
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damage as hud □ nc‘d. In any case he 

httd resigned and was going home, 

7 Meanwhile Jamil Madfafs attempt to 
form n Government had Ttiilcd. Nuri 
offered to try his hand, but the Regent now 
decided to appoint a soldier to restore 
order. At 6 p.m. the f. hief of the 
General Staff, General Nttruddin Mahmud, 
announced on Bagdad radio that the 
Regent had charged him with the forma¬ 
tion of a Government :md that he had 
assumed responsibility for lav and order. 
Large bodies of demonstrators continued to 
roam the streets. One of them 600 strong 
passed by the gates of this embassy and 
subsequently broke a few of the display 
cases in the front of the Information 
Department offices. A detachment of the 
Royal bodyguard arrived soon afterwards 
to reinforce the police guard at the 
embassy. At 10 p.m, martial law was pro¬ 
claimed in Bagdad liwa. The Director of 
Military Operations, Brigadier Abdul 
Muttalib Amin (who was until recently the 
Iraqi Military Attache in Damascus) was 
appointed Military Governor of Bagdad, 

8 , General Nuruddm quickly formed a 
Government including two of Mustafa al- 
I-man's Ministers, and their first Cabinet 
meeting was held at the Palace that night. 
Nuri Pasha was also present in the later 
stages of this meeting. Immediate measures 
to restore order were discussed and 
guidance was given to the police as to the 
persons to be arrested. The first arrests 
were made in the small hours of Monday 
morning, 24 th November. Later the 
Military Governor dissolved all five 
political parties throughout the country and 
dosed down seventeen Bagdad newspapers 
including all the party organs. 

9, During Monday forenoon " funeral ” 
processions (in fact only one demonstrator 
had been killed! paraded through the 
Streets accompanied by cries of "Down 
with Nurnddin Mahmud” and ** We want 
u popular Government under Kamil 
thaderchi," who is the leader of the 
National Democratic Part). On at least 
two occasions the arm) hud to fire over the 
heads oi these crowds. Arrests continued 
throughout the day. Among those detained 
(nearly 3Q0 so far! are Faiq Samanmi and 
two other leading members of the Lstiqlal 
Party, Kamil Chadcrchi and two other 
leaders of [he National Democratic Party, 
foui members of the United Popular Front. 
Abdul Wahab Mahmud, the president of 
the Lawyers' Association and Mohammed 
Mahdi al Jawahirt, both of whom are 


leaders of the Peace Partisans. Three 
members of the Central Committee of 
Saleh Jobr’s party are also detained. 
Sporadic firing Continued until 6,30 p.m, on 
Monday, but since then Bagdad has been 
quiet, though armoured cars are still 
stationed at key points and sections of 
infsntry patrol the streets, A night curfew 
has been in force since 34th November and 
all schools and colleges in the capital have 
been closed till further notice. 

10. During the Ihree days' disturbances 
five policemen were killed md more than 
M admitted to hospital. Casualties 
among the demonstrators were probably 
not large, and only one is known to have 
been kitted. Damage to property was in 
the circumstances surprisingly slight, 

1 1. On 24th November the police had to 
disperse a crowd which tried to attack the 
British Institute at Basra. Disturbances 
were also reported from Kut, Amara 
HilJah, fterbela and Nejef on 25th Novem¬ 
ber. In all these places order was easily 
restored, but there was ioss of life at 
Nejef, No incidents have been reported 
from the northern provinces. It is possible 
that there would have been more serious 
trouble in the provinces if this embassy had 
not learned, on the morning of the 25lli, 
that Saleh Jabr was instructing his followers 
to organise peaceful demonstrations in 
every liwa. This information was at once 
conveyed to the Prime Minister who sent 
for Saleh Jabr that afternoon and per¬ 
suaded him to rescind his instructions 

12. Late on the night of 24th November, 
General Nuruddin Mahmud's Government 
issued a communique setting out their 
programme. In this document (a transla¬ 
tion of which ! enclose) the Government, 
while offering some concessions to popular 
demands, stress their determination to 
maintain law and order and to bring those 
responsible for the riots to justice. The 
most important of the eight points which 
the Government made, are first, their 
decision to set up a committee to amend 
the electoral law on the basis of the prin¬ 
ciple of direct elections, so that the forth' 
coming elections (which they will conducil 
can he held in accordance wiih that prin¬ 
ciple; secondly their promise to take steps 
to case the burden of taxation and, finally, 
their undertaking to root out corrupt 
dements. 

II In the past few days decrees have 
been issued implementing many of the 
Government's promises. 1 will report more 
fully on these measures in a later despatch; 


25 


they provide, among other things, foi the 
abolition of the istihlak and land tuxes on 
fruit and vegetables, the reduction of cus¬ 
toms duly on a wide range of essential 
commodities, the setting up of a military 
court, the investigation of the cases of those 
persons who have been detained and a 
review of the staff of the Ministry of 
Finance (notoriously the most corrupt of 
the Government departments) with a view 
to miring old, inefficient or redundant 
officials. Further decrees are still being 
broadcast. 

14. Although the character of these dis¬ 
turbances was in some respects unforeseen, 
the possibility of mob violence in Bagdad 
hud been apprehended for some time. 
Discontent, never far bdow the surface had 
undoubtedly been gathering over recent 
months. Ambitious politicians fell in- 
cieaMUgly that Nuri pasha and his asso¬ 
ciates had had all loo long a period in 
power, and that he had slacked the curds 
ah too skilfully for the Coming elections. 
The influence of the throne was weakened 
by the Regent's prolonged absence abroad. 
And the recent changes of regime in Egypt 
and Lebanon undoubtedly encouraged the 
Opposition parties to contemplate uncon¬ 
stitutional action, 

15. There are many who say to-day that 
the trouble might have been avoided if 
Must.;fa ai-Umari had carried out the 
elections as soon as he came into office in 
July, Instead, he decided to await the 
cooler weather and the Regent’s return, 
Unfortunately, the Regent at that point 
showed a strange lack of awareness arid 
prolonged his absence from the country 
until the end of October. By the tune he 
got back, the tension was already high. All 
four Opposition parties were clamouring 
for a change in l he electoral system, 
arguing, not entirely without justification 
(hat the caretaker Government was nothing 
less than a tool of Nuri Pasha and that the 
existing electoral system, amended as it had 
been by Nuri a few months before was a 
perfect instrument for Government 
manipulation. They therefore threatened 
not merely to boycott the elections* but also 
to use all possible means to prevent their 
taking place. 

16. Ail ugly situation was thus threat¬ 
ened, and it cannot be said that any of 
those in a position of responsibility played 
an impressive part. The Regent himself, 
who might have averted the whole trouble 
if ise had returned earlier, did not see that 
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his acceptance of the Prime Ministers 
policy of refusing concessions involved as a 
logical consequence that lie should make it 
clear that the Government had his whole¬ 
hearted support. His approaches to ! likmet 
Sukimun, who was known to be in favour 
of conceding direct elections immediately, 
weakened both Lhe Government's prestige 
and its internal cohesion. Mustafa al- 
Umarts position was further undermined 
by the timorous character of some of 
his colleagues, and most notably of the 
Minister of Justice and Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Jamel Babin. In judging 
the Prime Minister’s reaction to the crisis 
it must therefore be admitted that he was 
Heavily handicapped from Lhe start. Never¬ 
theless, it must be said that he should have 
been sufficiently aware of the precarious- 
ness of his position to resign before the 
trouble started; and further that, having 
failed to resign at the right time he should 
not have resigned at the worst possible 
moment. As I have reported above, the 
demonstrations on Saturday were not the 
anticipated effort of the political parties to 
prevent the holding of elections, but a sur¬ 
prise move by the Communists, who were 
given an opportunity of exploiting the 
situation by the strike of college students. 
Mustafa al-Umari’s ignominous abdication 
in the face of Saturdays demonstration 
tiius gave the impression that the Com¬ 
munists and fellow-travellers were strong 
enough to overturn Governments, 

17. One of the great disappointments 
was the pan played by Saleh Jabr, both in 
the period leading up to Lhe crisis and 
during it. Previously he had always been 
an upholder of law and order, and it was 
reasonable to hope that he would maintain 
a sense ot responsibility. But he allowed 
himself to become more and more the tool 
of his most irresponsible supporters who 
succeeded m making him at once the 
figurehead of a fanatical Shia movement 
and the channel through which the unrest 
in Bagdad might have spread to all parts of 
Iraq. 

LL Needless to say, this was not lost on 
Nuri Pasha who. being determined so far 
as one can see lo destroy Saleh Jabrs 
position for largely personal reasons, took 
advantage of the occasion to rally round 
himself the old Sunni political leaders. 
Neither Nuri nor Saleh seemed lo have any 
conception of the harm they were doing to 
the country by pursuing their vendetta. 

19. The events of 22nd-24th November 
have illustrated the ease with which less 
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man I per cent, of the population of Bag¬ 
dad can create an acute crisis of govern¬ 
ment in I rat}. Estimates of the number of 
demonstrators on the streets at its maxi- 
mum re of course varying, but it seems 
certain that the total did not exceed 5/MJQ 
and it may have been as EiLtle as 2000. Tne 
absence of looting or so far as could be 
seen, of spontaneous anti-foreign feeling, 
suggests that the crowds were fairly well 
controlled by their political leaders 
throughout. What was unexpected was 
thut on the lirsi day these leaders were 
exclusively Communists and fellow- 
travellers, who were thus shown to have 
more initiative and power of organisation 
than had been generally supposed. But the 
small number of demonstrators who came 
out into the streets even at the height of the 
crisis suggests also that Nuri Pasha had not 
been far away in his belief that the whole 
agitation that led up to these events was a 
monstrous bluff which could easily have 
been called by a determined Government. 
It is noteworthy that none of the factory 
workers came out on strike at any time 
during the demonstrations. 

21). A-, a result of these events, Iraq is 
governed to-day by a soldier with no 
political experience and. perhaps luckily, 
with no political ambition, whose colleagues 
are for the most pun untried men. Never¬ 
theless,. their first actions suggest a wise and 
well-hahmced approach to their problems. 

1 hey appear to have decided to deal in the 
most conciliatory way possible with the 
rank and file of the Opposition and to 
concede a number of popuiar demands, 
while at the same time, striking firmly both 
at the leaders of the extremist political 
parties and ai trie Communist and fellow- 
travelling organisers of the demonstrations. 
Hence on the one hand the large number 
of arrests, extending even into the leader¬ 
ship of Saleh Jahr's party, and on the other 
hand the orders not to fire on the crowds, 
the concession (m least in principle) of 
direct elections, the measures to reduce the 
cost of living and mo doubt in an attempt 
to satisfy the students who began the 
trouble) the abolition of fees for higher 
education. 

21- The staff of the United States 
Ernbass) shows some sign of being more 
than usually affected by recent happenings, 
and particularly by the destruction of its 
Information Office. 1 am a little afraid 
ksl its reports may lead the United States 
Government to write off Iraq as a possible 
factor in Middle Eastern defence and 


stability. I see myself no reason for so 
gloomy a conclusion. We have known for 
years the difficulty of gening sense out of 
any Arub country. We have seen, political 
crises m Iraq many times before. She will 
oi course never be a very reliable factor 
but. when Lhe elections have been held and 
a more permanent Government comes into 
power, we may hojrc that she will be able 
to settle down again and at any rate remain 
vomer hi lg oi a bastion against the inroads 
of communism. Indeed, this latest crisis 
may even prme a blessing in disguise in 
that it has brought into the open the 
opponents of stability and shown what 
feckless irresponsibility can lead to. The 
Regent himself has seemed calm and 
determined on the two occasions on which 
I have seen him since Ens return, arid he 
and the King showed some courage in 
driving through the main street of Bagdad 
on Tie morning ol 25th November, when il 
was still not dear whether the situation had 
been brought entirely under control, 

22 . It muse however he added that the 
more fundamental problems facing the 
country si ill remain to he solved, Among 
these arc the questions of tax reform, the 
useful employment of the young efTcndis, 
the low standard of efficiency and honesty 
in the administration and the moulding of 
the different races and religious sects into 
,i united whole. The present Government, 
which is presumably only a temporary one, 
cannot be expected to tackle sticli problems 
seriously, acid one must hope that it will 
refrain from any quick and ill-considered 
measures which would make their solution 
even more difficult for the Government 
which will succeed it after the elections, 
What that Government will consist of it is 
too CEirly to predict, but the likelihood is 
that we shall see the return of the old 
familiar faces. No Ataturfc has vet 
emerged in Iraq. Nuri Pasha, on the other 
hand, still has plenty of kick in him. 

1 have, Ac. 

J M TROUTBECK. 


Enclosure in No. 8 

('nmmunitftif issued by the Prime Minister 
on 24 th November, 1952 

Inc Government assumed responsibility 
an these critical times after tragic incidents 
had occurred. Its primary object is to 
restore order and to protect the lives of the 
people and their property and to restore 
confidence to the people. 
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The Government is determined to sup¬ 
press evil elements and to prevent inter¬ 
ference with the laws of' the country and 
with the entity of the State. Peace is the 
first condition for any kind of progress, 
reform or profitable work in any com- 
munity The Government is, therefore, 
determined to achieve this object, and it 
hopes for success through (he help of God 
and through [he wisdom of the people. The 
Government is absolutely determined to 
achieve its first object. It is likewise 
resolved, to carry out useful reforms and to 
provide food, clothing and shelter for the 
poor fieople and to give a breathing space 
to the Iraqi taxpayer in every possible way. 
The competent authorities have already 
undertaken the preparation of the legisla¬ 
tion necessary to do this. Before long the 
people will he aware of the extent of ihe 
Government’s concern to bring them pros¬ 
perity and happiness. 

The Government do not wish to withhold 
facts from the people, nor do they wish to 
make extravagant promises. The measures 
w hich the Government are determined to 
undertake in the interests of the people will 
become apparent in the near future. The 
Government is resolved to: - - 

H) prepare the necessary legislation to 
lighten (he burden of taxation; 
f2l make higher education free as is [he 
case in secondary arid primary 
education; 


(3) conduct an economic policy calcu¬ 

lated to protect the national wealth; 

(4) strengthen the army and to provide 

it with military weapons and 
improve its organisation and train¬ 
ing; 

15? sci up quickly a committee composed 
of authorities in law and administra¬ 
tion to prepare a draft electoral law 
On the basis of the principle of 
direct elections, so that the elect ions 
which this Government will carry 
out will be in accordance witEi it. 
Whereas martial law was proclaimed 
in order to restore normal condi¬ 
tions the Government will hasten to 
annul it as soon as that object has 
been achieved and will then conduct 
the elections in an atmosphere of 
freedom; 

161 set up a committee of legal personal!* 
tics to investigate the tragic events 
which have happened during [tie 
past feu days, find out lhe persons 
really responsible, and establish the 
extent of their responsibility so that 
they will receive the punishment 
which the law provides: 

t?) cleanse the .Slate of corrupt elements 
and to replace tliem by competent 
elements; 

f8) expedite the enactment of [he legisla¬ 
tion necessary for social security 

NURUDDIN MAHMUD. 

Prime Minister. 
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ACTIVITIES Ob THE IRAQI CABINET SINCE THE DISTURBANCES 
IN BAGDAD OF 22nd 24th NOVEMBER, 1952 

Sir J, Trout beck to Mr, Eden . 


tNo. 160. Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, 6 th December, 1952. 

The Iraqi Cabinet have been busy since 
the disturbances which brought them to 
power almost two weeks ago. They have 
much to show for theii activity since they 
set about implementing their programme, 
modest though it may be. with an en¬ 
thusiasm hitherto unknown in Iraqi politics. 

2 . I reported in my despatch No. 156 of 
28th November dial General Nuruddin 
Mahmud had two main purposes; first to 
deal firmly with those responsible, directly 
or indirectly, for the disturbances; and 
secondly to make concessions to reasonable 
popular demands. In pursuit of the tarsi 
object a Royal Iradah w r as issued on 26th 
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November setting up a Military Tribunal. 
On the same clay a committee was formed 
to investigate the cases of those under 
detention with a view to releasing those 
against whom there was no evidence of 
responsibility for the disturbances and 
bringing the rest before the Military Tri¬ 
bunal as soon as possible. A few days later 
it was announced that this committee was 
charged also with enquiring into the causes 
of the dis[ urbances. At the same lime forty- 
one of the detainees were released. 1 under¬ 
stand that the lirst cases rnay be tried 
next week. 

3. In pursuit oi the second object many 
ordinances, regulations and ministerial 
instructions have been issued. These 


















pleasures may be divided into those designed 
to help schoolboys and college students, 
those designed to purge the administration 
of corrupt or otherwise undesirable officials 
and those designed to reduce the cost of 
living of the noorer classes. Two regulations 
abolishing fees in the Law College and the 
College of Commerce and Economics are 
examples of the first type. The setting up 
6 f committees to weed out undesirable de¬ 
ments amongst the staffs of the colleges and 
secondary schools in Bagdad and of all 
schools in the provinces, and the appoint’ 
men! of another committee to dismiss cor¬ 
rupt. redundant or inefficient officials in the 
Ministry of Finance, are examples of the 
second/ (This latter committee has begun its 
work by dismissing the six remaining lews 
in the Ministry.) 

4 . The most important of the economic 
measures are two ordinances issued on 
25th November providing lor a reduction in 
the customs duty on tea. sugar and textiles 
and the abolition of the land lax and istihbk 
(consumption* tax on Iruii and vegetables. 
Further measures include the reduction of 
the riile^ of hire of agricultural machinery 
Mild the raising of the exemption limit for 
property Lax in towns and in the country 
from ID, 20 and ID. 10 to ID, ISO arid 
ID 75 respectively. Two further commit- 
tees have been set up. one to report on the 
Slate domains fiL for pump irrigation at 
Government expense and the other io 
examine (he wage rates of workers in the 
railways and the port. Et is too early yet to 
estimate the effect of these measures on (he 
cost o r livina of the poor add middle classes 
since, although the wholesale prices of tea 
and sugar have already fallen, it is not clear 
how the Government will ensure that the 
benefits of ihcir measures are passed on to 
the consumer. 

5 . The most important act of the new 
Cabinet so far is of course the appointment 
on 26th November of a committee to amend 
the Electoral Law on the basis of the prin¬ 
ciple of direct elections " This committee 
met lot the first time on 27th November and 
is expected to finish its work on 10th Decem¬ 
ber, It may not be until a week later that 
the ordinance enshrining the amendment 
will be ready to be issued. 

6 . The Government s diligence in putting 
its programme into effect has increased con¬ 
fidence throughout the country and the 
Prophet's Birthday was celebrated on 29th 
November without incident. The news that 
Kashani had organised a half-day strike in 
Tehran on that day in sympathy with the 


Iraqi people's struggle against the Anglo- 
American imperialists and the statement 
I which seems to be without foundation! 
made by Najib al-Rawi, the Iraqi Ambas¬ 
sador in Egypt, that some eighty members of 
the Tudeh Party had crossed into Iraq a few 
days before the disturbances and had played 
a major part in organising them caused a 
flutter in the holy cities ol the Shiahs. As 
though m reply. Sheikh Muhammad Hussain 
Kashif al Ghila, one of the leading mujtahids 
of NajuF issued an appeal to the Iraqi 
people to keep the peace, and Sheikh 
Muhammad iff khalisi delivered a lecture 
at Kudhimain on the incompatibilities of 
Islam and communism. 

7. Tension in Bagdad and throughout the 
country has eased and the risk ol further 
disturbances in the immediate future has 
decreased. But everyone is waiting to see 
just how far the Electoral Law is to be 
amended and whether General Nuruddin 
Mahmud proposes to allow the political 
parties to re-form. One immediate improve¬ 
ment is in the press. The editors of those 
newspapers which survived the Military 
Governor's suppression order are com- 
melding on the affairs of the country with 
more common sense and responsibility than 
one would have imagined they possessed, to 
judge hv the abuse and distortions in which 
almost the entire Iraqi press has indulged in 
recent years. 

8 , A full discussion of the causes and 
handling of the recent disturbances will 
probably not t ike place until the ringleaders 
come before the Military tribunal, but Iraqi 
opinion seems to be agreed already on cer- 
lain points. First* Mustafa al Umari is con¬ 
demned on all sides for his failure either to 
compromise with the Opposition parties or 
to stand firm, and his resignation at the 
worst possible moment is regarded iis almost 
criminal irresponsibility. Secondly, several 
Bagdad newspapers have reflected a wide¬ 
spread feeling in calling on college students 
to devote more of their attention to their 
studies and to leave politics to those better 
able to understand them. Thirdly * the pres¬ 
tige of the Regent has increased. He 
remained calm during the crisis, and is con¬ 
sidered to have piayed his pan With more 
dignity and patriotism than the politicians. 
His reputation has been further enhanced by 
a statement which the Minister of Finance 
has made to the press, to the effect that the 
Regent personally initiated much of the new 
Government's programme. Finally, most 
Iraqis are surprised at the strength and 
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degree of organisation of the Communist 
instigators of the disturbances. 

9. There is a body of opinion which 
considers that the disturbances were an 
expression of popular dissatisfaction with 
the lack of progress Iraq has made in twenty 
years of national Government, This view 
was pul to a member of my staff by a group 
of members of the ’ Arab Revival Club," an 
association of young educated Iraqis in 
business or in Government service. These 
men are appalled at the conditions under 
which the majority of their fellow-country¬ 
men live. These condition* they attribute 
principally to the antiquated systems of land 
tenure which obtain in most provinces. 
They maintain that land reform, which they 
consider io be live kev to social reform and 
economic progress, cannot come about, 
however much legislation may be passed, so 
long as Parliament is packed by the ruling 
class with a Hoc of illiterate Sheikhs who 
have every reason to preserve the existing 


system, Nuri Pasha and his followers, in the 
eyes of these young men, are thus largely 
to blame for the dreadful social conditions 
m the country, i suspect, myself, that this 
view over-simplifies ihe issue and that to 
raise local standards more is needed than to 
get rid of Nuri and the Sheikhs. 1 doubt 
too. very much, even if they succeeded in 
gaining control of affairs, the effendi class 
would have it in them to effect much im¬ 
provement Nevertheless, it es certain that 
there is a wide gulf of sentiment between 
the middle-class effendi, who feels acutely 
his position of a have-not, and the Pashas 
mid Sheikhs, who have so overwhelming a 
share of wealth and power in the country, 

1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Representatives at Cairo. 
Amman. Beirut. Damascus. Tel Aviv.Jedda* 
B.M.E.O. iFayrdl* Washington, Paris and 
Ankara, 

1 have, &e. 

J M. TROUTBECK. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
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LEADING PERSONALTIES IN IRAU 


A/r, Beetey ut Mr. Eden. 
(No. unnumbered Confidential) 

Bagdad, 

Sir, 7th July, 1952. 

With reference to Sir John froutbeck’s 
despatch No. 125 of 18th July, 1951, l have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith a 
report on leading personalities of Iraq as at 
1st July. 1952 , have &c 

H. BEELEY, 


Enclosure 

Leadline Pfrvjuaiififs in I r.uj 

Royal 1'Dxnilv 

t. king Frugal tl. 

7 Hah, His Royal Highness the Ami r 

-*■ Uis Royp] Hienne’sx [he Amir. 

4. Hussein Nasir. 


t. 

2 

3 . 

4. 

5. 
fi. 
7. 
3. 
9, 
10, 
11, 
12. 
i 

14 . 

15. 

16 . 
17, 
IS. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22. 

23. 

24 . 

25. 

26 . 

27, 

28, 

29. 

30 . 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42 . 

43 . 


CMilt Pt'rMmuterU** 

Abbas Malidr 
Ahdul Amir a I Uiri, 

AIkIu I Fellah Ibrahim, 

Abdul Gbani ill Doth, 

Abdul Hadi Chelabi. 

Abdul Hath Dhahir. 

Abdul Hadi Pacha chi. 

Abdul Hah Kafidh. 

■Abdul Jabber Chebbi, 

Abdul Karim at tzri. 

AbdLrl Maluti fSaividi. 

Abdul Majid Mahmud. 

Abdul Qadir Galium. 

Abdul Rahman Jaudat. 

Abdul Raz/aq a I Dhahir 
Abdul Wahhtb Mahmud. 

Abdul Wahitab Murjary 

Abdul Wahid a I Haj Sikkar (Sheikh). 

Abdullah Dumlujt, 

Abdullah Qaasab. 

Ahmad al Apil, 

Ahmad, Sheikh of Bar/an. 

Ahmad Mukhi,ir Baban. 

All mad al Rawi. 

Akram Mushtaq. 

Ali Haidar Suluiman. 

Ali Jawdat al’Avvubi. 

Ali Kkilid al Hcja/i, C H.E. 

Ali Mali mud Sheikh Ali. 

All Murniaz al Daftari. 

Ali a| Sharqi. 

AI wan Hussein. C'.R.E, 

Arahad a I Umairi, KB.E, 

■Vim al Naqib, Sim id. 

Ala Amin. 

Baba Ali Sheikh Mahmud, 

Bahefcr Aghu 1 Selim. 

Baha Ud Din Sun. 

Darwrsh at 1 laidari, 

Dimd .0 Haitian, 

Dhia JaTar. 

Fadhil Jamali, 

Faiq Sumarrar, 
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44. Ghd?j Daghestani. 

45. Hamid al Naqib. 

46. Hu shim Jawaa. 

47. Hassan Sami Tatar. 

+8. Hasson al Falabani. 

49. Hazim Shrmdift Agha. 

5<J. Hikniat Sulaiman, 

53, Hussain Fauzi 

52. Hussain Jamil. 

53. Ibrahim Akif aj Alusi. 

54. Ibrahim Saleh al KaW. 

55. Ismail Namiq. KR.E. 

56. Ismail Safwjt, 

57. Jstat Bahan, 

58. Jamal Baban. 

59. Jamal I w Nadhmi, 

60. Jamil Abdul With tub. 

61. Jamil Mtdiai. 

62. Jamil al Lrfali. 

63. Kamil CMdcrchi, 

64. Khalit Ismail. 

65. Khalil Kanna. 

66. Mahmud Agha Hajji Rasul, 

67. Mahmud AghtJ Zibari 

68- Mahmud t Sheikh Said: Sheikh, 

69. Mahmud Subhi Ditftari. 

70. Mahrut ai Hadhdhal, Sheikh. 

71. Majid Mustafa. 

72. Mar Shirmui. 

73. MuaJFaq a I Alusi, 

74. MudhaJT.jr Ahmad. 

75. Muhammad Ali Chela bi, 

76. Muhammad Ali Mahmud, 

77. Muhammad Hasson Kubba. 

78. Muhammad Hussain Madid, 

79. Muhammad Hussain. jI Kashlf al Ghila. 

80. Muhammad Mahdi Jawahiri. 

81. Muhammad Mahdi Kubha, 

82. Muhammad Ridha $hsbibi. 

S3. Muhammad Said Qazzaz. 

84. Muhammad ;tl Sadr (Saiyid). 

85. Muhammad Sadiq Shtnshal. 

86. Muhammad Salim al Rudhi. 

87. Mutlj Mustafa. 

88. Musa Shabandar. 

89. Muvtafii aI Cimri, 

90. Mtnahim Amin at P&ch&ehi. 

91 Nadhif Shawi. 

92., Nadim Sliakir al PachatliF 
Naji al Asil. 

94. \aji Shaukui. 

95. N.ijib al Rawi, 

96. N'jsr^it al Farid. 

97. Nuri at Qadhi, 

98. Sun Sii'id. 

4^ Nuruddin Mahmud. 

100. Rifjtl PttitM Bufti. 

101. Rashid Ati a] Gdilitni. 

102- Rauf at Biihr.ini, 

103, Raul a I Chadirchi. 

|04. Sa*id t’mar, 

105 Sadsq al Bassam. 

|06. S-.iii£ H»qqi. 

10? Sukh Haidar. 

108. Siikh Jahr, K-B.E. 

109. Safih Saib al Jubburi, 

110. Salman Sheikh Duud. 
til. Sami PafLah. 

I \2. Sami Sfruwkat. 



















11.1- Shakir A Wadi. M.VjO, 

) 14. Dr. Sluwkut al Zahjwt. 

115. Falsa al Hnshemi, 

116. Tjhsirt Qodri, K-C-V.O. 

I IT. Tanq al Askari. 

lift, Tawfiq al Na’tb. 

119. IraUllq SuweidF 

|20. Tawfiq Wahbt MiVuL CB,E- 

3 23 . Umar Nadhnii. 

122. Yahya Qassim. 

12? Yusuf Abdullah al Giidani (Saiyidk 


Feuding Personaliticv Id Iraq 
The Koyil b'Hini ly 
l H King Faisal II 

Rom in Bagdad on 2nd May. 1935. the Mini of King 
Ghazi and a aster of the Anhr Abdul Slab He 
succeeded lo the throne on the death of his father on 
3rd April* IW- 

During the Rashid ASi rebellion in May 1941 he 
and his mother were at first confined at Q.isr Zuhur 
on the outskirts of Bagdad but were removed to the 
summer palace at Pir Mum jbsi Mope the collapse 
and (light of the rebel Government 

The King spent his summer holiday in Egypt in 
1443 and 1944 and in England in 1946. where he 
attended the Victory Celebrations and was the guest 
ol the King and Queen at Buckuighflin Palace. 

His early education was directed by in English 
governess who was -acceded by an English tutor in 
1946. In 1947 he went to Sondroyd Preparatory 
SchiKil and entered Harrow, his father's old school, in 
May 1949. He spent the summer holidays ol 1948 
and" the Easter holidays of 1950 lit Iraq. In 145b 
he u.i- given a notably warm welcome by the people 
and the opportunity wav taken for him to visit a 
number of important provincial centres. He came 
to Iraq in I he autumn of 1950 with his mother and 
returned to Harrow seven weeks after her death in 
December 1950. 

The Kin® did not return 10 Iraq again until 
December 1953, when he spent the winter holidays 
in llacdad, He suffered must of the time from 
asthma, to which he lias a tendency, -and. was unable 
to take part in public life. Returned to Harrow for 
the Easter term 1952. 

He lv intelligent and well-mannered and ri v4W to 
be doing well'it Harrow. He is very popular in 
Iraq. 

1. Abdul llah. His Rmal Ht^iBea (be Amir 

Born in the Hejaa in 1912. the only son of the late 
King All. ex-King of the Hejaz, He came to Bagdad 
with fciv father in 1926 after Ibn Saud had expelled 
the latter from the He|a3. He was educated privately 
and at Victoria College. Alexandria He bfrcairo 
Regent on the death of his cousin King Ghari in 
April 1939. 

During the Cabinet crisis of January 1941 which 
led to the fall of Rashid All's Cabinet, he 
endeavoured to resist the Prim: Ministers demands 
for the appointment of new Minister*, but fled to 
Diwamyah to escape the threats to his life made by 
four armv officer; Salah-ud-din Sabhagh. Kamil 
Shabik Fahmi Said and Mahmud Salman. Rashid 
Ah thereupon resigned and Tabs, al Il.ishinii 
succeeded him. The Regent then reiunncd to the 
it. 

ring (he night of tsi April the foot army officers 
already mentioned occupied Bagdad with their troops 
and went to the Palace to demand the resignation of 
Tahn al Havhimi and the appointment of Ravliid Ali 
iLi Prime Minister. The Regent was. however, warned 
in time, eluded them and took refuge in the American 
Legation Thence he was smuggled to Habbanria 
on 2nd .April and flown to Basra. On instructions 
from Bagdad, die Officer Comma ruling. Iraq Army. 


at Basra attempted u> arrest tlie Regent, who took 
refuge on board of one of Hi> Majesty's ships. By 
now any hope of rallying support for hri cause in the 
south had been lost' On I SHh April he wav flow n to 
Jerusalem, together wuh Ali Jaudat and Jamil 
Madlai. who hud meanwhile joined him at Basra- 
During the nos!Lillies in May. the Regent remained 
in Palestine. He returned to Bagdad on 1st June, 
after the collapse of Rashid All's regime and was 
welcomed by a large gathering of official*, notables 
and wcll-wishers- 

In November 194? he was declared Heir to the 
Throne under the provisions of an amendment to the 
Ofprtic Law passed in October. 

lit December 1945 the Regem paid an extensive 
visit to the Cm ted Kingdom at the imitation of His 
Majesty’s Government. For three days he was t 
guest ril Their Majesties the King and Uueen at 
Buckingham Palace During 1944 the Regent turned 
extensively within the country and paid particular 
alientinn to Lite army manoeuvres wfiteh He constantly 
attended In June he visited Alexandria, returning 
early in July, and in September he again visited 
Transjordan, and Lay pi. He paid a second brief 
visit to TransiorJan In February 1945. 

In May 1945 he left on an oEhci.il visit to ihe 
United Slates, returning via Canada and Great Britain. 
In London he was twice received by the King, met 
the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet and 
attended Lhc Victory Thanksgiving Service. He also 
visited the occupied urea of Germany. He returned 
via. Franca and Italy, whence he proceeded on an 
official visit to the President of the Turkish Republic 
before returning to Iraq in September. 

I he Regent visited London in the summer of both 
1946 and' 1947. In 1946 he attended the Victory 
Celebrations on Bth June, and in 3 947 lie paid official 
si sits to Fiance and Belgium as well as to London. 
He and Nuri Pasha held informal discussions with 
the Foreign Office in, September 1947 about the Iraq 
Government's desire to replace the I’UP Treaty, He 
was therefore to some extent Committed personally 
to Ihe terms of the Portsmouth Treaty and Was 
placed in a difficult position by the demonstrations 
against it in Bagdad in January 1948. He did not 
extricate himself from this position with undinumshed 
credit 

In 194$ lie took a personal pari in the unsuccessful 
attempts ti> unify the war effort of the Arab States 
against Israel and paid a number of visits, to the 
Iraq Army in Palestine. He paid a Slate Visit to the 
Shan of Per>ia m June 1^49 and visited England later 
in the summer. 

He again visited England tn tlie summer of 1450 
when his sister became seriously ill and had to enter 
hospital, He relumed to England in lhc autumn 10 
arrange for (be Queen Mother's journey to Iraq. 
In tlie last few months of the year he was pre¬ 
occupied with his sister's declining health. Shortly 
before her death he flew with his mother and sisters 
to the He jar where they visited Mecca. He returned 
to Iraq the same day. Me accompanied die King 
to England in February 1951 and returned after six 
week si He again left the country at the end of Ma* 
for a short visit to Amman. Left for Loader) in 
Juri 1951 and returned to Iraq in September. 
While in London he had been examined for 
suspected appendicitis, and a successful operation 
was performed in London in November 1951. ihe 
Regent returning to Bagdad in December. He paid 
an official visit to Kuwait in March 1952. and an 
unofficial one to Bahrain in April. In May he 
paid .Hi official visit to Spain and returned to Iraq 
towards the end of the month. He visited Amman 
far a few days in June in an unsuccessful attempt 
in persuade the Jordan Government to accept a 
Has hi mite us member of the Jordan Council of 
State. He returned to Bagdad angry and di*’ 
illusion*]. 


The Regent is an intelligent mart with an excellent 
memory. He has a hh\ charm of manner and his 
natural'judgment is good. Bui his will is. abnormally 
weak and he can seldom withstand cither his own 
passions or (he pressure of others. He tries to take 
hit, dude* seriously and he is genuinely anxious so 
hand over the monarchy unimpaired in strength and 
reputation So his nephew the king* but he is easily 
discouraged or intimidated. He is much influenced 
by his mother. His intense pride in the Hashimitc 
Royal House and his concern to maintain its unity 
and prestige explain ho deep anxiety over events in 
Jordan since the death of King Abdullah and provide 
the metric for his well-intentioned but generally 
ill-timed interventions in Amman since King Talal's 
illness precipitated the crisis in Jordan. 

11c is ba.sicallv uninterested in affairs of Slate anti 
docs not identify himself with the progress and 
aspirations of his people, whose interests he seems 
Ip regard as distinct from those of the Royal Family, 
!Il feels more at home wills Englishmen than with 
Iraqis and his recreations are those of the English. 
Hr maintains a large racing stable, supports a pack of 
hounds and breeds pheasants and spaniels. He is 
irresponsibly extravagant, and in 3 945 spem over 
£200,000 in (he United .Slates on jewellery. Me is also 
believed to have invested heavily, at ihe cost of grave 
indebtedness, in speculative industrial enterpriser v. 
Bagdad, 

His Regency has been 4 Iroublcd one and he has 
twiL-e been forced to flee from Bagdad. These experi¬ 
ences hate impelled hint lo make j real effort to obtain 
lhc personal loyalty of (he Army, in which he has had 
sonic limited success. But these experiences have 
also implanted in him a deep distrust of his people 
and a determination to keep in his own hands as 
much power and patronage as possible. His fears 
cause hint to interfere in details of Government 
policy and administration, particularly in the appoint¬ 
ment-. of official* and the choice of Gmcrnmcni candi¬ 
dates for Parliament. He will never allow j Prime 
Minister a completely free hand in the selection of 
hri Ministers, At the same time his indolence makes 
hi in neglect the higher direction of policy. He seldom 
reads Slate papers unless they have direct connexion 
wjih the position of the ! kishimue House. 

He has twice been married. First in 193,6 to the 
daughter of Salah-ul-Din Farm tteg of Cairo, whom 
he divorced in 194A and secondly to another 
Egyptian lady Mtle. Faira Tarabulsi in. November 
194$, whom he divorced in 1950, Stories about his 
dissipations circulate. He speaks very good English. 

He was made an Honorary Air Commodore in the 
Royal Air Force in September 1943, was appointed 
Honorary G.C.M.G. in l ,J 42 and Honorary G.CW.O* 
with the award of the Royal Victorian Collar in 194?. 

3. /.aid. His Royal Highness [hi- Amir 

Born at Istanbul 190)1. he ri the youngest son of the 
late King Hussein of the Hcja? ,md a half brother to 
the late Kings Afi of Hejaz and Faisal I of Iraq, and 
to King Abdullah of Jordan His mother was a Turk 

He was educated at Istanbul. He served witit the 
Siiarili.'ifi forces during lhc first world war and won 
Ihe good opinion of British officers. He was 
appointed an Honorary G.B.E. for his sen ices 

He came to Iraq in 1922 and was commissioned in 
the Iraqi cavalry. He acted as Regent for .s short 
time during King Faisal's absence in 1924. From 1925 
to 192$ he studied agriculture m Oxford and from 
192$ to 1931 he lived in Cyprus where his fa (her had 
retired after being driven front the liejuz by Ibn Saud. 

After ihe death of King Hussein in 3 931 the Amir 
Zaid was appointed Iraqi Mmriter at Ankara in 
January 1932. He was transferred to Cairo in I9M, 
owing to the scandal Caused by the marriage of hri 
sister lo Alla Amin {#.(■. 1, but he refused lo accept 
this appointment. At the end of 1914 he was engaged 
in litigation in Alliens shorn properties which he 
4459? 


claimed to base inherited in Greece, He was 
appointed Iraqi Minister at Berlin in September 1935. 
In E9J7 he was recalled for enquiries into allegations 
that he had used his position to give false certificates 
for arms destined lor Spain, He survived the 
enquiry and returned to Iter'sn. He wav wilhdrawd 
from Berlin in the spring of 1^3$ and remained in 
Iraq until the summer of I4A9 when he went to live 
al Istanbul. 

In 3 933 he bad married a Tmkish Lady who bad 
been divorced by her previous husband. This 
jfte&iflfattc? Was. lhc main reason for his not being 
made Regent On the death Of King Gha?ri in 1939, 

He came to Bagdad in October 194! to meet the 
Amir Abdullah who paid a state visit to Iraq in that 
year. In June 1942 he relumed to Turkey, which 
remained his home until he whs appointed (he first 
Iraqi Ambassador in London in 1946, 

Ire 1943. 1945, 1946, 1949, 1950 and 1951 he came 
to Iraq to net as Regent during the absence-, of the 
Amir Abdul llah. 

The Amir Zaid is a friendly and well-mannered 
man He is a shrewd observer who takes a detached 
and cynical view of Iraqi and Arab polities. All hough 
he in 3a/>, dislikes responsibility, and is a heavy 
drinker, fte would probably have made a more 
successful Regent than, his cousin Alxlu! Hah. He 
speaks E-rvglisu and Turkish in addiiiun to Arabic. 
Elis wife has had some success as an artist, having 
held exhibitions of her paintings m London and in 
Fans, but she is seldom seen in Iraq. 

4- Ilu^in Nasir 

A cousin ol the King arid of the Regent, wuh the 
style nf " Highness." 

He whs eduesitetL in Istanbul during the 1934- IS 
war. From 1935 to 193$ he was attached (o lhc 
Iraqi Legation at Ankara and later held an appoint¬ 
ment in Ihe Royal Palace at Bagdad. Iraqi Consul in 
Jerusalem from 1946 to 194$. 

He is married to a daughter of King Abdullah of 
Jordan, whose service he entered in 394$, lie was 
appointed Jordan Minister at Ankara in December 
194$. 

■\ good humoured, genial and friendly man with¬ 
out much ability or personality. 

Other Ihfsnnaliticv 

I. Abbas Mahclj 

Shi a. Born 18.9(1. Served in the Head Post Office, 
the Iraqi Legation at Tehran and the Ministry 
of Education. Minister of Education 1932-33. 
Minister of Economies and ConiEnmucauons in 
Jamil Madfeis Cabinet in 1934, Director ^General of 
Tapu (934 Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 
1937. Minister of Economies nnd Communicatioim 
1937-38, in the Cabineik of Hikmat SuLamran and 
Jamil Madfai. Appointed Principat Private Secretary 
at (he Royal Palace in Julv 3943. 

Minister ?t Tehran F94 3 - 4 5. Appointed first Iraqi 
Minisler in Moscow in 3945, Was niiadc senator in 
1949. afier his final return from Moscow He played 
a prominent part in opposing the policy of Nuri Said’s 
Government m the Senate in 1951 nod again in 1952. 

£. Vhtiul Amir al L : /ri 

Bom I $99 ai Kadhimiin of the well-known Shiji 
landowning family, Brother of Alxlul Karim al Uwi 
f^rV.J Educated Bagdad and United Stales. D.Sc. 
Michigan University, Appointed engineer in 
Directorstc-Otiieral of Irrigation 39-9 and rose to 
Assi slant Director-General in 1941. 

Minister of Communications and Works [n Hamdi 
Pddmhi 1 * Cabinet of 3944. Minister of Supply for A 
monih in August 1944 and then returned iq Com¬ 
munications and Works Appointed Director- 
General of Irrigation 194b He resigned rhis post in 
November 3950 on bcin|j appointed a mendier of the 
Development Board, 
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A ratiicf weak personal!tv, incompetent acid 
unreliable. 

3. AbtiuJ titlLiiEi Ibrahim 

Sunni, born Bagdad 1906., Educated sjl Bagdad 
and at (he American Lmversity of Beirut. where he 
was infected by communrm A teacher from 1934 
onwards* he was appointed inspector in liie Ministry 
of Education in 114-J-Jt but resigned in 1943 when be 
was transferred to Basra as Director ol Education - 
Since then he ha.% been director of the Rabila Press,, 
which publishes Leftist literature, and is now losing 
money, 

bounder of the National Unity Party (HlZb al 
rilihad al Wautu c he has always been sympathetic to 
communism, and when he was a teacher he war. often 
reported as spreading communism among students. 
His name has not, however, been connected with 
those tried since 1947 for underground Communist 
activity. 

Has been prominent with Muhammad Mahdt 
Jawahifi tq.v-i in the "‘Peace Mowemeni"’ in Iraq 
since 1950. 

4. Abdul fitmni al 11 alii 

Shu of Suq al Shuyukh, Born about 1920. 
Educated at iviscmah. lias.Lad Law College and 
the London School of Economics [ ] 945). Became 
a teacher at the Bagdad Law College in 194b and 
in the -ante year wa, appointed by Saleh Jabr 
Assistant Master ol Koval Ceremonies in llie Palace. 
Became director-genera I of the Industrie! Bank in 
September [947, in which post he has shown himself 
to he a competent official 

A founder member of the Ba'aih Club in 1949. 
He -peeks etcdkni English and his wife, whom be 
married in 1930, also speaks a little. 

5. VLiiuJ lifldi Cludubi 

Shi a of Kudin imam. Horn Bagdad 1895. the son of 
a wealthy landowner. 

Deputy for Bagdad 1934 and again in [935. 
Minister of Co mm uni cation* and Works in the 
Cabinet of Arshad al I mart 1946. Appointed 
Senator in June 1947 and elected First Vice-President 
ol the Senate in February 1950. 

in politici he supports Saleh Jabr and Nuri Said, 
but fir is more interested in business. E-le is probably 
the largest coni broker in I he country and many 
agricult lltjL ists are heavily indebted, to him. He made 
big prosiis from the export of barley at the inflated 
prices ruling in Greece and Italy in 1947. and was 
attacked in'the prtss for obtaining more than his 
share of e sport licences through Saleh Jabr who was 
then Prime Minister. His business record shows 
that he is Girly unscrupulous and will run hesitate 
io evade his obligations if it suits him, 

Stout and unattractive in appearance, he i% good 
company but '.peaks Arabic and Persian only. He 
b a philanthropist. His wife appears in public, 

6. Abdul 11 u cli Dhaliir 

Bagdad S-hia. born about I9)M. whose wealth 
derives mainly from properly in the city of Bagdad. 
Interested in politics, but too rich to need lo work, 
lie twice entered Government service and twice 
resigned after two w three years, lie has often been 
,4 Deputy and has interim it tenth' practised us a lawyer. 
As Mutasarrif of Hill a from 1943 to 1944 he showed 
turn-".'If an experienced :snd honest but lazy 
administrator. 

He has a clear mind, but though by nature affable 
and moderate, he has in recent years been under the 
influence of his more enersetic md fanatic younger 
brother Abdul R:iz/aq fg.v.l. 

He was Minister of Fvrmomkv in Tiwfiq SuWBbdls 
Cabinet in 1946 and is a Niter opponent ol Nuri Said 
and Saleh Jabr He is a founder member of the 
t'fitted Popular From and was elected Co the Front's 
political Committee in June 1ML 


7, Dr. Abriuj Hudi Pnehuchi 

Sunni. Born in I1S94. ^>n of a former Rais ikhdiyo. 
ol Bagdad iind cousin of Muza him a l Pachachi (.^.v=.i. 
Educated iu Bagdad and Istanbul, he quaULied as a 
doctor in France mid entered Government service tn 
1933 as director of the Illation Hospital. 

He was Minister of Social Affairs in Arshad al 
Unmri s Cabinet from June to November 1946. was 
appointed Mayor of Bagdad ill 1948* and Director- 
General in the Ministry of Social Affairs in 1949, He 
represented Iraq at me International Labour Organ* 
isation Conference at Geneva in June 1951. 

Fat. genial arid lazy, he does not play a prominent 
pan in polities. He is married to a White Russian 
wife and speaks fluent French and some English, 

H. \l mI ul Mali Hefidh 

^ Born about I897 in Mosul. Son of Mohammed Ali 
Fad hit who w-as for some time a Senator. Educated in 
Paris where he qualified as a demist but also took a 
degree in political science. 

Deputy for Mosul in 1926 and again in 1935. lo 
193? and again from 1935 to [940 he held foreign 
Sen ice appointments at Paris, Beirut and Bombay, 
in 1936 he was Director-General of Commerce and in 
J94| Director-General of Revenue. 

Held j number of ministerial appointments from 
1942 onwards under Ntiri Said, Arshud at Urmtri and 
Saleh Jabr. Appointed first Governor of the National 
Bank in 3 949 and reappointed for a further term 
of three years in 1952 

Fair and fat with a passion for growing roses, he 
is friendly and cooperative, but not energetic. Has 
3 in Sc knowledge of hanking and hr inclined lo play 
for safety, He speaks French and English. 

9. Abdul Jabbar 

Bagdad Shia, bom about 1906, Graduated in 
agriculture at the University of California and in 
education at Columbia Teachers - College. He served 
first in the Ministry of Education, in which he became 
Director of Primary Education fund Acting 
Director-Generali in 1943 and Chief Inspector in 
1946. He left Education in 1946 to become Minister 
Lit Supply in Tawfiq SuwmidTs Cabinet. When 
this Cabinet resigned Sic was appointed Director- 
General nf the Ministry of Communications and 
Works. He has also been a member of Iraqi delega¬ 
tions to ihe San Francisco and other conferences. 

He is a sincere nationalist bin broad-minded and 
reasonable with a keen sense of humour. He is con¬ 
vinced of the need of Western assistance for Iraq, 
and is highly respected by his many British friends* 
who can always rely on hi'; co-operation, One of 
Iraq’s few honest :mct competent officials, he Isas no 
illusions about lib, countrymen and is subject to 11 v; 
of depression. Me drinks heavily. He speaks 
English very welt His wife, who speaks some 
F : radish, appears in public 

In. \Mul Karim si i zri 

KaJlunuiui Shin, born in 1908; brother of Abdul 
Amir al Uzri L/t.). Educated in Bagdad and at the 
London School of Economics, he has held a number 
of Government appointments, Secretary lo tile Minis¬ 
try of Education, 1932. Assistant Secretary at the 
Royal Palace. 1934, Master of Ceremcmii's at the 
Royal Palace. 1936. Acting Director-General of 
Revenues. 1937, Director of Commerce, I93S,. 
Resigned 1933, Director-General of Economics from 
19J9 until lie resigned again in 1^2 after bring 
involved in a financial scandal. 

Elected Deputy in 1943. and again in 1950. he is a 
member of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce and 
of iPic Board of thoj National Bank, He joined the 
National Democratic Party on its foundation in 1946 
but resipned about a year Eater. He has a profitable 
estate near Ksdhimairi and inierests in a cement 


factory. Ik married into the large Kifa’i family of 
Najal. 

Minister ot Finance under FawOq a5 Suwetdi, 
February 1950. 

As a nation.iii.Yt, he is highly critical of many 
aspects of British policy m Iraq: s>ui he is western in 
outlook, realises the v.tiuc for Iraq of the British 
connexion, and is friendly and co-operative, He was 
an able Minister of Finance and i\as chiefly 
responsible for the passage through Parliament of 
the law establishing the Development Board. He 
supports 5aleh Jabr, He speaks English well 


II- Vbffiti Maiidi iSaiyidj 

Slua from the lower tiharraf iMuntalik). Bom 
about 1394 of an mffiicnfial family and owns a large 
cstnie. 

Deputy in the Turkish Parliament and in most Iraqi 
Parliaments from 3927 onwards. He was a supporter 
of the late Vasin Pasha al Ha&hcmi. 

M mister of Education under Rashid Alt in 1933. 
Minister of Economics in the Governments of T.iha 
al Hashtnu and Nuri Said in 1941 afi d of Communica¬ 
tions ami Works; under Nuri in 1942, Senator from 
1941, .Again Minister of Communications and 
Works under Tawftq a I Suweidt in 1950, He now 
strongly supports Saleh Jabr and is the main instru¬ 
ment of the hitter's influence in the Muntafik, He is 
a founder member of Saleh Jabrs Popular Socialist 
Party An implacable opponent of Nuri. Said. His 
influence over Saleh Jabr is considerable and is 
resented and feared by ,t large number of Saleh 
JabrN follower-. 

In November 1950 he was accused of the a item peed 
murder of Senator Khaiyun a I Ubaid but was 
released on bail after i week in prison Although 
the case against Lira was subsequently slopped, he 
bitterly resented whtu he considered to be a 
deliberate act of hostility on Nuri’s part. 

A strong nationalist and fervent Shi a. he is unedu¬ 
cated and xenophobic, He speaks no European 
language. 


12. Alldul Majid Mahmud 

Shin, Bora about 1909. Educuial iu the 
United Stutev where he obiamed a degree in 
AgricuHurc, Director of Education in the Muniafiq 
in the early I93ti"s, Supoimcndcm (Personnel) of 
Public Revenues. Iitspcclor in the Income fas 
Department in (941, Held an appcilnintcnt in the 
Ministry of Economics in 1942. Appointed Assistant 
Aecoutitant-General; in 1944, A member of the 
Iraqi delegation to the Breturn Woods Conference 
in I‘>45. H'is until recently been Director-Gcncra! 
of the Agricultural Bank to which fYist lie was 
appointed by Saleh Jabr. Visited England in 1950 
in connexion with the purchase of a trawler for 
Fishing in the Persian Gulf. Appointed Minister of 
Economics under Nuri Said in December f95(i and 
Acting Minister of Agriculture in April 1952. 

Abdul Majid Mahmud was Secretary of the 
Mulhamta Club, most of the members of which were 
Western educated nationalists with tamings towards 
national socialism* and is a founder member of the 
Biiath Club, which contains many of the same 
individuals whose ideals are now those of democratic 
sodatisl.v He played an active part in the Rashid 
Ali movement. He 5s much under the influence of 
FadbiE u! Juniiih 

To meet, he is a mild and friendly little man. 
He was a member of the Committee appointed in 
to negotiate with the Iraq Petroleum Company 
and, in his capacity is Mmsstcr of Economics, sierted 
llie oil agreements in Fibiunry 1952, It is doubtful 
whether lie fully understood the complicated issue. 
umter discussion and was content to E.ikc his orders 
from N T uri Said His wife speaks some English 


13. Ahrin) Qadir UuiLni 

Born in Bagdad m 1904 of the family of ifie Sahibs 
of Bagdad. Elder brother ol Yusuf Gailam ti/.i.*. 
Educated at Bagdad and .studied at the London 
School of Economics. Entered the Foreign Sen ice 
1926, and served m London and Cairo, where he was 
in charge of the Legation, several times between 
and J 940. Master of C6ftn»ck$ al the Royal 
Palace. j'>4i' He was closely .Lssi.sjijted with the 
rebel Government of Rashid Ali and after its 
collapse was Interned in Rhodesia and later in Iraq, 
Released 1944. Reappointed lo Foreign Service and 
sent AH Charge d’Allaires to Karachi. I94S. Trans¬ 
ferred to Cairo, 1949. bsn was not appointed Minister 
because the Rfgent distrusts him for the pan tie 
played in 1941. Iu June 1951 he was applilted 
Counsellor in the Iraqi Foreign Service on special 
duty with the Arab League. 

He cries hard to be pleiMiru and has done his best 
to live dow n the past.. Both ho and his Egyptian wife 
speak good English. 

14. Abdul RuEirum Jnudat 

Born about 1910. Hts father was Sunni and his 
mother Shiu; lie himself is considered a Shia, 
Educated Bagdad Law College. 

Served as Oaimnmqam in Nijaf Suq at Shuyukh 
and Diwanivii Appointed Muiasarrif in’ the 
.Muntaiik in 1946 and in Diwuntya m 1947. 
Mucasairif nf Bagdad December 1949 and appointed 
DirecCur-General of the Interior in June j95l. 

A competent official and co-operative in bis deal¬ 
ings with the British, He i > a protege of Soldi jflbr, 

15. Mniul Rav.'ac| al DJiahir 

Shia of ILigdjd, Ikirn about l L Aj3. Younger 
brother of Abdul lladi l5hahir (q.v,), He has 
travelled In Europe and speaks English fairly well. 
In E»M: he was attacked by a nervous disease which 
affected his brain, and he spent some tittle in a men 
tal home in Beirut. Joined ihe f.suqlal Party when it 
was founded iu 1946, but -whir left a to join the [ate 
Na'.td SalchN Liberal Baity, of which he coutinucYl lo 
he a member until SjjJN death eatly in JU49, 
Deputy for Bagdad since 194$ and has been on Iraqi 
tie It-e a lions to se verai inter- ParlinmenG ry conferences. 
Minister of Economics in Ali Jaudal s Government of 
December I"49 He resigned with the opposition 
deputies in March 1950 and is a founder member bf 
the I rtited Popular From In June 1951 he was 
elected Id the Front’s Permanent Bureau, 

.Abdul _Ra/a£aq and Ins brother are well olf. having 
property in Bagdad and lands in AbuGhuraib, He is 
a self-opinionated man with a wide range of super¬ 
ficial knowledge, A political opponent of N'tiri I'asha. 
He has published a Imook damnLng tribal feudalism in 
Iraq and ihrec volumes of essays inveighing against 
British iitjpcrialtsm. 

J6, Vhriul M'nhhah Mali mud 

Sunni of Basra, Born in 1909, Educated Basra 
and Bagdad, where he graduated in law in 3932 Ay 
n young man he held advanced Leftist opinions. 
Arrested by Jamil MidfaiN CStSvcmment in i m f« 
attempting to raise the Djwamya iribos against them. 
Released by Nuri Pasha after (he military'demonstra¬ 
tion which removed the Madfm Government. 
Deputy 19J9 to [947, Minister or Finance in 
Suwaidi Cabinet of 194ft Member of (be Liberal 
Party from )')46 to 1945, when the party suspended 
auiiviiy. Elected President of (he Bar Association 
in Augusi 1950, flc is one of the lead me Iraqi 
fellow-travellers,, 

t?, Abdul ffiihhab Marian 

Born about [9[rl of 0 rich Shia landowning family 
of Hill*. Educated M (he Bngdad Law College, he 















was appointed a judge about 1935 but soon resigned 
to practise as j lawyer. 

In J946 and 1947 tie was leader in Hi Ha eh K amil 
Chaderehi's National Democratic Parly but resigned 
in U >47 owing 10 His exclusion from the party's 
Higher Committee ami to hts. being taken up by 
Saleh liibr,. who secured his election to the Chamber 
of Deputies in March 1947, 

He was again elected Deputy for Hilla in the ! L >4S 
elections and was appointed Minister uf Economics 
m June 194* in Muzahim Pachaehis Government- 
Resigned on his election as President ol the Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies in autumn 1P4S. Elected viec- 
PresLdeirt of Nuri Sa id s Constitutional Union Party 
in December 1949, Became Minister of Conuntmka- 
luins jLnJ Works under Nuri Said in September 1950 
and was transferred to Finance in December 1950. 
Elected President of the Chamber of Deputies in 
December 195L 

He is not very intelligent, and owes most of his 
influence orieioally lo Saleh JabrV and recently to 
Nuri Sard’s support He has fallen foul of 
Ndleh Jahr cm two personal Issues. He knows a Utile 
English. 

tft, VImSuI VVahid al Haj Sikkar* Sheikh 

Bom about 1*90, Chief of the Fctluh tribe of the 
Mlshk hab in Diwaniyah liwa Worked with Rashid 
Ali to overthrow AH Jawdat's Government. 1955 
Deputy. 1957, Imprisoned by Hikmet Sulaiman's 
Government for fomenting tribal disturbance, 1937. 
Deputv. 1939. Supported Rashid All's rebel Govern¬ 
ment, 1941. Interned 1941 to 1944 and in residence 
force until 1945. 

Abdul Wahid's interest in politics sprang from his 
desire to increase hii local wealth and importance 
through political indue nee in Bagdad, The eoiit- 

E Uory economy of his rule left him the richest tribal 
derm the Middle Euphrates and his influence is 
Mill greater than that of any other Chief of the Fellah 
Since hi^ micrnmcnt he has ran taken any part in 
Bagdad politics, hut in the autumn of 1951 he joined 
Nuri Saids Constitutional Union Party, 

in, Ahdulkih Dan11Uji 

Sunni, bom in Mosul in 1*95, and formerly called 
Abdullah Said Effendi. Studied medicine in 
Constantinople and served in the Turkish army, but 
transferred his allegiance to !hn Sand when the latter 
occupied Hasa in 1913, 

As Ibn SaudN Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1937: 
he signed the Uqair Protocol, and m 3 926 look pari 
in Ihe negotiations in London which led to (he I realy 
of Jed da in 1927 His influence with Ibn Saud after¬ 
ward* vnnnl and in 193*, after the failure of the 
Medina Railway Conference &< Haifa, at which he 
was Ibn baud's representative, he posted his resigna¬ 
tion lo (hn Sand and came 10 Bagdad instead of 
returning lo the Hejaz- 

In Iraq he has been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fin 1930-31, 1934 and l L) 42l, thrice Director- 
General of Health (1932-33. 1934 35 and 1941-42). 
and Master of Ceremonies ..u the Palace in 1937-38, 
From 1942 onwards. he devoted hintsdf mumly lo 
business He was a member of the Iraqi delegation to 
the Uni led Nations in 1947 and w-js elected Deputy 
for Maud in the 1943 elections. 

He was appointed Iraqi Ambitv.ador in Tehran in 
February 1950. He spent most of his, tune in Bagdad 
however and eventually rcsi cited from this post in 
May 1951. 

He speaks English well. 

21 ). Abdullah Q*v,ab 

Sulim of Bagdad Born 1900, the son of an 'Alim. 
Abba'. Amm a I Fetwa. Educated Bagdad, graduated 
from the Law College, 1928, and entered Government 
Service. Qaimaqam Satnarra 1936. Director of Tribal 
Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 1938. MutuUntt of 


Diwaniya. 1941, Mosul, 1944, Director-General of 
the Date Monopoly, L 41 47. Appointed Mayor of 
Bagdad. 1 951. 

Minister of Interior under Nuri Pasha, 1^43 and 
again under Arshad al L mart iri 1946. 

A fairly capable adminbiraigr without marked 
political leanings. 

21, Aliniad al Ail 

Sunni Sheikh of the Shantmar Jarba tribe, 'i ounger 
brother of Sfuq al Ajii he was bom about 1923 
and educated at Victoria College. Alexandria and in 
Mosul and Bagdad, 

lie wvn .1 to London with his lather Ajil in 1937 to 
attend the coronation or His Majesty King George 
VI. After Ajds death in 1940 Ahmad set about 
undermining StuqN position irt the Tribe. disputed the 
inheritance with him. and in 1944 was suspected of 
being involved nn an attempt to poison him with 
locust bait. 

He became Deputy for Mosul in 1948 and in 
October of dial year be was recognised by the 
Government as paramount Sheri, of ihe Shammar m 
Iraq instead of Mish'an al Faisal who had replaced 
Sfuq the previous June. I k is now more popular than 
his rivals with the tribe, but constant intrigue amongst 
themselves has reduced the influence of all Sham mar 
Sheikhs. 

Flashy* engaging and plausible. Ahmad is one of 
the very few English-speaking Lrilwrsmcn. 

22 - Ahmad. Sheikh of Barren 

Kurdish chieftain of Bureau, at the foot of the 
Chia-i-Shirin. Elder brother of Mulls Mustafa 

The Miliinrv Government established friendly rclu- 
liom with hint in 1914 But did not exercise adminis¬ 
trative control in his urea. In 1920 he was implicated 
in the murder of two Britt ih officials, and in 1922 he 
harboured Turkish agents and unsuccessfully 
attacked Amadia On both occasions iroops 
destroyed his Battnn headquarters He made peace 
with the authorities in l L> 23 and was permitted to 
remain in Barean, 

After a successful private war against a neigh¬ 
bouring Baradosl chieftain in 193L, he was ttefeuicd 
by Iraqi Government troops, assisted by the Royal 
Air Force, and driven across the Turkish, frontier in 
19.32. Hie Turks first interned hill) and his brothers 
but surrendered him to the Iraqi Government in 1933 
on condition that his life be spared. He lived in 
forced residence in Mosul, lulls and Bagdad unnl 
1935, when lie was permitted lo move to Sulaiinaniya. 

When his brother Mulla Mustafa escaped from 
5 u la unarm a in 1943. Sheikh Ahmad was again 
removed to Hilla. bui was allowed to return to Barean 
when a settlement was made with Mulla Mustafa in 
1944 Although at ihis time he was overshadowed 
politically by Mulla Mustafa, his religious influence 
was strong that Mulla Mustafa dated not oppose 
him I'lpenlv. He became unbalanced, liquidated d 
number of Mullahs in the name of his own home¬ 
made r'chgion, and finally ordered his men to attack 
the local Government headquarters in July l l >45. 

After full-scale operation*, which were aided by 
lavish bribery, Iraqi force', defined the Bareanis. and 
Sheikh Ahmad and Mulla Muvula tied lo Persia, 
where they were well received by the Russian 
authorities. . ■ . 

Sheikh Ahmad returned to Iraq in the sprang of 
1947 ami surrendered with a number of Hsn followers 
He was sentenced to death, bu( in December 1949 the 
sentence was commuted to one of life imprisonment. 
He is in Ba*ra gaol. 

23, Ahmad Mukhlar Baban 

Born about 3 895, 'Sunni from near Khamqin He 
is not a true Baban but takes the name from a 
marriage connexion with ihe laic Jamil Bey Rabun 
of Kifri. Educated Bagdad Law School and served as 


a judge for many years, Director-General of Supplies, 

1942. Successively Minister of Social Affairs.. Conri 
numic&Lums and Works and Ju-hiKc under Nun Said* 
1942-44, Minister of Justice under Hamdi Pachadu 
1944, Minister of Social Affairs, 1946. Head of the 
Royal Diwan, 1946. He visited Europe in the 
sunuticr of 1951- 

He has considerable influence over the Regent and 
his advice is not always good. Hi-, personal morals 
are questionable. He speaks no English. 

24. Ahmad ai Kawt. KJB.L. 

Bom about 1*96. the of a Bagdad Sunni Alim. 
Rrxilhcr of Najib al Rau i iq.v.i. BccadK a police 
officer soon after the formation of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment and a tier reaching the rant of Commandant, 
served in several jiwss as a mutasarrif, In 1939 lie 
W'a> made an administrative inspector and soan after- 
wards was placed on pension. 

After the collapse of Rashid Ah's rebel Govern- 
nwrn in 1941 he was recalled by Jamil Madfai and 
made Director-General of Police. He held this povi- 
Licm successfully for four years of war and co¬ 
operated whole-heartedly with the British Foreev, 
He was ap|HMnied Honorary K.B.L. for hi> war 
H-rv lees in 1 1 ?46. 

Crcaitxl Pasha by Amir Abdullah of Transjordan m 

1943, he was appointed Iraqi Minister to Syria and the 
Lebanon in 1945 and to the King t?f Transjordan in 
1940 He relumed to Iraq ‘the same year to take up 
the post, first of Director-General, and Inter U S 1 49) 
of 1 ruler-Secretary, in the Ministry for Foreign. 
Affairs. In this capacity lie represented Iraq at 
several nteeimgs or the Arab E.eague Political Com* 
miliee In 1948 and wu* a member of die Iraqi delega¬ 
tion no ihc United Nations in the latter half of 3944 . 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Amman in January 
1953, In May 1 952 he was appointed Iraqi Minister 
at Karachi. 

A supporter of Iraq's British connexion, Ahmad 
Pish a iv an intelligent and pleasant man. More poli¬ 
tician than administrator, he i> generally well- 
informed but docs not carry the weight that hi?, 
position and connexion would lead one to expect He 
used (u aspire t<» cabinet rank, but now seems satisfied 
with. Ills present career* in which he Can indulge his 
liking for travel and talk. He speaks English well. 

25. \fcr,im Myvhijiq 

Sunni, horn Bagdad 190 . 1 , Gazetted officer in the 
Iraqi army, l L> 27 Passed Cranwell and appointed to 
tJic Koval Iraqi Air Force. 1930 Captain, 1932 ■ 
Maior. |937 . Lieutenant-Colond, I93S ; Commander 
of the R«na1 Iraqi Air Force 3437 to 1959, Relieved 
of hu\ command and commission and appointed 
Director-General of Civil Av iation tn 1939, He still 
holds t‘iis piw e. Member 'ff the Iraqi delegation to 
the International Civil Aviation Conference .it 
Chicago in 1944 

He is an intelligent and likeable man and speaks 
English well, but he is an indifferent administrator 
and has little influence. He took .in active part in 
Bckr Sidqi’s coup rfiiai of 1936 ami sonic people still 
hold this against him, A drug-taker, he tried to 
commit suicide in 3949, and was afterwards sent to 
Europe to be cured. 

2ti, \| Haidar Sulutuian 

Born at Rowandui ]9t>5 «f a well-known Kurdish 
family . Educated .it Mosul and the American Uifi* 
versit'y. ftelrut He represented his university at the 
1929 meeting of ihe Intematimial SlUdertG I miou at 
Geneva, 

Lecturer in Modem History at the Higher Tochers' 
Training College. 1930. Transferred to Ministry of 
Interior, 1933. Transferred to the Iraqi Foreign 
Service and served at Rome and Cairo between 1937 
and 1919* He was interned after 1941 as a 
sympathiser with Rashid All flic is a brother-in-law of 


Yunii. Sabawi who Was hanged for his punt in the 
rebel! ton 1 . Released in 1944 he became a pari net of 
Ali Kcmal in the New Bagdad scheme. In l y 49 he 
was associated in business with Abdul H&di Citchbi 
and is now director of the firm, Iraq Engineering 
Works. 

Deputy for Rowartdu* E94K Rcaignctl 195ft. 
Minister of (Soda! Affairs under Muiahim Pachachi* 
1948. Minister of Comniunkations and Works under 
All JawdM* I949-5H Appointed □ Minister pLeni- 
potentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service in Mav 3^31. 

He supports, Muzuhim Picfaacht and is opposrd to 
Nun Pasha. A sincere and intcllieent naticnalist with 
rtiodcrate reformist view* Speaks good English Hut 
wife appears in public, but docs not know English. 

27, Ali Jawdut il'Aoulii 

Sunni of humble Mosul origin,, bom 1SS6. Eilu- 
catcd at Istanbul and commissiontid in the Turkish 
army. In Turkish times he was a member of the 
Arab NationiiliM sodiely AI Mid al Iraqi He i ought 
against tlic Bn Lis h at Shusibah but surrendered soon 
afterwards and was employed in 3 915 encourage 
Arab officer prisniiera |o join the Arab Revolt. Later 
he joined Faisal, and in 1920 w-ns Faisal's Military 
Governor ai Aleppo, 

He returned to Iraq with King Faisal in 1 92 1 and 
from then until 1923 he held various posts in the 
provincial administration. In l ,; 22 he nwk an active 
part ill agitation against the Mandate. 

As Minister for interior under Ja’ter al Askari 
<1923-241 he voted for the Anglo-lraqi Treaty of 
1922. He was again a provincial Governor ami later 
worked in the Minislrj of Interior between 1924 and 
193ft, when he became Minister of Interior under 
Nun Ni'id He resigned from the Cabinet in 
September 1930 and also 1 m company with Yasm al 
Hasliimt and Rashid Ali» from <h^ Chamber of 
Deputies in protcM againo the Anglolnuii 3’rcatt of 
1930. 

Private Secretary to the King 1933. Prime Minister 
1934, he was forced to resign b\ an agitation against 
him throughout die country organised by Vasin a| 
Hash]mi mid Rashid Ali. 

President of die Chamber of Deputies. 1935. Iraqi 
Minister in London* August 1935; Paris, December 
1936-Octobcr (937. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nuri Said 1939, 

After the Rashid Ali <r<ntp tff.M in April 194 1 he 
joined the Regent at Basra ami ^ccompamicd him to 
Jerusalem. After the collapse of the rebellion he 
returned to Bagdad and became Minister for Foreign 
Affairs umler Jamil Madfai in June 1941. 

Iraqi Minister at Washingi n 1942-48. He joined 
Mum him P.kdiaciuN Government in the reshuffle of 
September I94S .is Mimsicr for Foreign Affairs, and 
in December |949 he huececded. after two failures, in 
forming a Cabinet w r hich resigned in Februan, 1950, 

He has always been a weak and vacillating eharae- 
ler of small intelligence and he is now a semt-invalid, 
He is. however, well meaning and friendly, and he is 
respected for his Nationalist past He is in close 
touch with the I’nited States Embassy. He has 
become rich through acquiring Government land. 
His wife is a Syrian who speaks good English, his 
elder *un is married to ;*n American and his daughter 
is married to the son of Mu/ahim d P.ichachi ti/.v,). 
He htnkrdf -.pcak^ some English. 

IB, Vli Kh;ilid al Hejud. CJLE. 

Sunni, bom about I H^3 in Damascus. After 
serving in ihe Ouommi army he became an officer in 
the Kurdish gendarmerie Lit the end of the first world 
war and was awarded the B.E.M. and the M.C, for 
gallantry during campaigns in Kurdistan. 

Appointed Inspector iff Police. 1921: Assistant 
Commandant of Police. 3923; Commandant of Police 
in the Mobile Force. 1935: Commandanl of Police 
Suliimaniya* 1937. He w as Commands ml of Police 
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Bj-juad from Ji'iii’ me Rashid Ali rebellion in 11*41 
until l L M f ? and did good work U> slop Idling alter 
May 194 L 

111 L9-4*i ht; wa* appointed Honorary CB-E. for war 
services, 

Mutjixirrtf of Sulaimaniya 1947-4H, he was one of 
the very lew Arab officials to speak fluent Kurdiah. 
Appelated DirecioKienerai of Police m May 194S. 
he did much to restore the police morale which had 
been shaken as a result of ihe disturbances of 
January IWi. A heavy drinker and a poor adminis¬ 
trator, but tough and strict, in discipline, he set about 
re-equipping the police, especially the mobile forces. 
He was loyal to the Regent and the British eo&nexjon- 

Iji February 3^50 in a lit of drunken resentment 
he made sn abortive attempt to use his mobile forces 
against the Government. He was arrested and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The sentence was 
later reduced to three and a half years, and he was 
re leased in November 1950 by Nuri Said. 

A ecurisjcoLis but stupid man who was more than 
normally corrupted by power, his thoughts may have 
been turned to the use of force by the example of the 
three successful Syrian coupsd Ssat of 1949. 

29. AM Mahmud Sheikh AU 

Sunni, connected with the L : baid tnbe. Born 
Bagdad, 3902, Educated at the Bagdad Law College, 
he practised a-, a lawyer front l*u3 to 1936, An 
extreme Nationalist, lie’was arrested both in L924 and 
1930 for violent agitation against Anglo-Iraqi treaties. 
He a a* twice elected Deputy. 

Appointed luelgc in the Court of Appeal in 3936 
and Minister of Justice under Hiknut Sulaiman m 
1937. Miuasarrif of Basra. 1939; Director-General of 
Customs, 1940. Again. Minister of J ustice m Rashid 
Alfv rebel Cabinet, he Ikd to Persia after Rashid 
Alt's collapse but was later surrendered to the British 
military authorities and interned in Southern 
Rhtxtrth Sent back to Iraq, tried and sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment in 1942. 

Released in l<M9 t he now practises as a lawyer 
again. It was proposed by Tawfik SuweRli to appoint 
him to the Court of Cassation in I960. and his 
influence appears (0 be reviving. He frequently 
writes viciously a ini-British articles for the Iraqi 
press. 

30, Mi Mumtaeal Dalian 

R." n I l Ihi ] Sunni of the Daft at i family of Bagdad■ 
educated at Bagdad Law College nnd entered 
Government service in 1920. Rose to he Director- 
General of Revenues by 1935, hut had to leave Iraq 
after Rekr amp ti'enu which overthrew the 

Government of Vasin al H'ashcmi in 1936, Re- 
appoint ■! Director^ i -TifT ih'f Revenue-.bv Nuri So’id 
in 1939. 

Minister of Finance under Taha al Hoshcmi, l 4J 4L 
Director of Rafidaiii Bank I^4f. Again Minister of 
Finance under N'uri Sjffid in 1441 and 1943. Minister 
of Coniniunscjlionsand Works under Tawfiq Suwctdi 
in 1946. Minister of Finance under Murahim 
Pachachi in 194S and urdei All Jawdat. December 
1449 to February 1950. Resigned from the Chamber 
of Deputies in 1950, 

Appointed a Member of the Development Board 
in November 1950 and tendered his resignation from 
the Board in June 1951. 

lie wav A member of the Liberal Party formed in 
1446, bul resigned in I94K He is opposed to Saleh 
Jafir and generally to Nuri Pasha. FSis name has 
frequently been mentioned as a possible neutral 
Prime Minister He gives an Impression of sin¬ 
cerity and ability, hut when in power find* difficulty 
in co-operating with hiv Cabinet colleagues. He has 
necn involved in at least one financial scandal He 
dnd his wife, who is the daughter of the late twin 
ill Hashimt, speak scry good English, 


31, All nL Mturqi 

Shia from Najaf. Born about 1&9U. Originally a 
Slulia m Nujaf and later Qadhi in Basra and else¬ 
where, tie finally became Head ol Lhe Supreme 
Ja'alari Court, He was m *dc & Senator in 1947 
during Saleh J a fit's term of office. Minister without 
Portfolio in Ah Jawdats Government ol December 

1949. 

He is of mi political rinpOrtaace. 

32. Uwaii Hus^id, C. .B,E. 

Sunni of Bagdad, Born 1599, Educated at the 
English Protestant School, Bagdad. 

He joined, the Cisil Police an 1917 and dLd good 
work during the rebellion in 1920. -Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner Lif Police, Mosul, in I92u, Commissioner ol 
Police Central Criminal Investigation Department, 
1924. He went to Lngland in 19.10 and attended a 
Senior Oilicers 4 Course al Scotland ’lard. He then 
gradually took over the C-l.D. from the British DJ.G + 
Removed by Vasin a I Hashcmi. he returned in (he 
C.t.l), in 1939 when Nuri Said beta me Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Transferred to the provinces by Rashid Ali, he 
again returned to the C LD. after the collapse of 
Rashid AJiv Government in 1941. Director -General 
of Police, 1946. He was attacked by the Opposition 
for the alleged undue severity of police action against 
die demonstrators durine Lhe riots against the 
Portwtiouth Treaty in January 1948. He lost bis nerve 
under these attacks and suffered a minor nervous 
breakdown. Appointed Commandant of the Police 
Training School, May 5 94SS, and transferred, to be 
Director-General of Prisons in December 1948. Re¬ 
appointed Director-General of Police in September 

1950. 

A pleasant, friendly and competent official without 
much personality. He speaks good English. He was 
appointed Honorary C-B.E, for war service.* in 1946. 

3.3, Ar-hart al l man, K ITE, 

Sunni, bom in 1888 of the wdl-fcnown Lmari 
family of Mosul Educated in Turkey and employed 
a* Municipal Engineer in Istanbul He served 011 the 
Turkish staff in 1914 IS war. 

A member of the first Iraqi Parliament. he taler 
held several official appointments. Mayor of Bagdad 
from 1931 in 1933. mid again from 1936 lo 1944, with 
a short interruption in 194T when he formed a Com- 
mtiEcc of Intcmii! Security to conclude an armistice 
wilh the British forces after Rashid Alt's flight, He 
■was a successful Miijar and can claim credit for much 
of such modernisation us Bagdad has achieved. 

He represented Iraq at the Arab Unity Congress in 
C 1 i 1 »t in 1944 which resulted in the formation of the 
Arab League inti in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
10 Sain Francisco, Minister of Economics and Com- 
TnuniCibOuS under Ali Jawdat in 1934, Minister of 
Supply under Hamdt Riebachi in 1944. Appointed 
a Senator in June 1944- He was Prime Minister 
from June to November 1946. and aroused great 
opposition by bis dictatorial methods. He played 
ionic part Iri the political intrigues which resulted 
in the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
Minister of Defence in the Government of 
Mohammed at Sadr which look over after the 
Portsmouth riots. Resigned bis scat in the Senate 
in November 1950 on His appointment as Vice- 
Chairman of the Development Board. In this 
capacity hi> erratic nature and ins tendency to con¬ 
centrate all work in his own bunds have earned him 
much criticism, which his outspoken retaliation does 
nothing ui assuage. On the other hand, there is 
probably no other Iraqi who week! apply so much 
cnerpy to the work of the Board 

He is president of the Traqi Red Crescent Society 
and has done a good deal to improve their finances. 
His. daughter. Mmc Mara tar al Umari. is a leading 
figure in the Ladies' Committee of this society 


He Has an attractive personality and a capacity 
or nan! work which is rare in an Iraqi, bus his rapid 
binges ol opinion, his obstinacy and impatience of 
miasm muse turn unlit tor politics. He speaks 
Turkish and -awne very bad French. He WftS 
ippuioted Honorary k B E. for war services in 1946, 

14, A -tin al \aqih. baiyid 

Burn Bagdad 1879; the fourth son of Say id AbdmJ 
Rahman and younger brother of Say id Mahmud, 
Ap^jintcd jMaqib on the Jattcr’s death m 1936. A 
conventional Sunni Aiim, he takes no pan in 

E h tics hut appears av a figurehead on important 
antic occasions. He uiicuded the Memorial Ser¬ 
vice for king George VI al St. GeorgeN Church, 
dagdiid- 

35. Atu Amin 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1S9S. Educated ul the 
Bagdad Law SchooL 

Assistant Private Secretary to King Faisal, L9Zi, 
jentted (he Iraqi Foreign Service in I92?i and was 
appointed 10 the Iraqi'Legation in London. Leyal 
draftsman in lhe Ministry of Jusiioe, 3 927. Returned 
10 the Foreign Serv ice in J92S and held appointments 
ii Ankara. London, Rome. Paris and Berlin between 
1932 and L943. From I94U 10 1943 he was in charge 
of the Iraqi Legation in London, Direcior-Genenil m 
lhe Mutism for Foreign AITairs, 194,3: Minister at 
Ankara, l lJ, 44; transferred to Paris, 1949, 

He is married to n d*ter of rhe Amir Zutd. He 
speaks good English. 

36. Baba All Sheikh Mahmud 

Kurd- Born about 1912, second son of the well- 
known Sheikh Mahmud ri/.rj. He spent much of hi* 
Childhood in Persia, when his father was engaged in 
virionrebellion* Between I92S and 1932 he was 
educated al the expense of the Iraq Government at 
Victoria College, Alcsandria* where lie was a daia- 
mate of the Regent. Later he went to Columbia, 
i I ni versify. 

He was appointed to a minor post in the railways 
in 193<S. but soon resigned. His outspoken criticism of 
Iraqi adniiitistration in Kurdish area.i led to hi* arrest 
and exile for a few months in 1943. A repetition of 
the offence in 194* narrowly missed basing the same 
result- He iv still a strong critic of the Iraq 'Govern¬ 
ment's handling of Kurdish problems. 

Minister of Economics under Ar.sbad al Umari in 
TU46 and in the succeeding Government of Nun 
Pasha, Deputy for Sutaimamya, 1947: lost his scat in 
1948. 

Baba Ali speaks excellent English and possesses an 
attractive, though ihu very forceful, personality. He 
is interested in the improvement of agriculture in 
Kurdistan and particularly in the growing and market¬ 
ing of tobacco. Since 194^ he has spent most of his 
time in Sulaitnantya mid although not ;t member of 
hi-, party, is Saleh J a fir’s mosi influcmi;!l supporter 
in SuLaimania. He visited America in 1950 and 
since then has been in dose contact with the l mted 
Slates Embassy 

37. Huli4*kr Agfu I Selim 

A powerful Kurdish chief (recognised by the Iraqi 
Coverrimcnt us paraeicnmt) of Lhe Pirhder tribe of 
O-i 1 Vi 33i/a .hi lhe Lesser /ah north of Sulaimaniva. 
Now an nh! man, he has always been friendly in his 
dealings w-jih the Government, whether British of 
Iraqi, and he behaved well when Govern merit 
administration w.is, eslablishc>:l in die ih/lider urea 

in 193*- , . „ _ 

In 1941 he was preparing to revolt against Rashid 
Ati's regime, and he has since often affirmed his 
bvafiv to the British connexion. In 1947 he was 
opera led on in the 3rat; Petroleum Companv hospital 
at Kirkuk and has since led a quiet life. 

Hh rival for influence : n she Pl/hder is Mahmud 
Autva Knjji Rasul (q.v.). 

44593 


3tf. Baha ud Dm Nuxi 

tvurd. born in liugdad abxiat lk '7 oi an trod 
family. Hi* lamer was a well-known Alim. Ldu- 
catcd m liagoad. he jotueJ tnc lurkotiatim m 1917 
and lhe Iraqi army in 192J. 

in 1924 lie was. L'LrsL-Ljeuieiiant Snuli Arm* 
Instructor uiid in 192^ he wa* proinotcd Captain. 
Patssid Iraqi Su'l College, 19.nj; alien Jed in*ll 
College Cambfirky, 1935—Jb On his return to Iraq 
he was deeply involved in livki hidqFs cotip Uoim 
and was 1 Hereafter appointed to Operarions Branch, 
Dismissed from the 'army by Taha al HAshimt tn 
1938. he became Assistant Irallic Directoi qn tlie 
Iraiji State Railways. 

In utituiUD 1941 he rejoined the army M ijor- 
Gencral and was appoinlcd Assistant C.G.S., hut was 
retired again in Et44. He was Acting Muiasarnl of 
Sulaitnantya in 3^44 and was elected Deputy ior 
Suluimaruva in 1947 and 3948. Minister of SoeiaJ, 
Affairs under Nun Said during 1949. Appointed a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in May 1951, and charge d'affaires at Tehran, 

One ol the most capable Stall Officers in the Iraqi 
arniv, he suffered twice for hi* connexion with Bekr 
SidqL He is an itilclhgent man msl a Eiiriy goad 
administrator, but in spite of a frank and engaging 
demeanour he is noi entirely honest or reliable. He 
js a Freemason and .1 connoisseur of mystic poetry, 
but he js aJfiO self-seeking. As Minister he wav co¬ 
operative with the British, but he was widely censured 
for In* continued connexions with a Lebanese firm 
supplying the Government. He *peafcs Arabic, 
Kurdish, Persian, Turkish and English well- 

39. Darwish al llddun 

Born in Bagdad in 1937 of the Haiduri fejffily which 
originated front ErbiL Educated at the American 
University, Beirut, and iit Texas University where he 
studied agriculture. 

Entered Government service, 1930. Director of 
Ruslamiya Experimental Farm, 1933 anti of Abu 
Ghuraib Experiment I Farm, I L M'i Direciorof Gram 
in the Local Products Direcioratc of the Mini^ty of 
the Interior, 5942. Transferred hack to rise D.'pan- 
merti of Agriculture after he had been accused of the 
illegal disposal of a quantity of grain, 

He was on (He Iraqi delegation to the Hot Springs 
Food Conference in 1943 and since becoming 
Director-General of Agriculture in 1946 he has 
represented Iraq at several international conferences 
of Food and AgrfcidiuraJ Organisation, 

Fat and jovial in appearance, he has 0 strong 
personality and miieh energy, initiative and deter¬ 
mination, mainly directed towards funhcnnig hisown 
intcTffsls. lie ^ devciul Mosfem &itJ J Xcnpphow. 
He iv. a dictator in his departraent and his jealousy 
of any interference Hi-- made it difficult for Britisn 
experts to cti-operale with him On account of his 
American training fie is generally believed fi' be 
bin-M sri favour of American machinery and ideas. 
A window dresser, am) regarded by many a-, a 
barrier to progress. , w . 

He and his wife, who is a sister of Yusuf and 
Abdul Oadir Gallani iq.w) speak cood Tinghsh and 
French. 

40. Hand al ilaidari 

Btredad Sunni, born about IKS5 Son of a one-time 
Sheikh al Islam, hb fairtilv is of Kurdish origin from 
Erbil Once an A.D.C. to Sultan Abdul Hamid, he 
spent the 1914-18 war in Qmfflantinoplo and came 
to Bagdad in 192L _ L1 c 

Member for Frhil in the Convutucnt Assembly m 
1o:4. Minister of Justice under Tawfiq Suweidi, 
1 029 Deputv for EfhiL 1930-34. 

Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 1^4 3 42., Minister of 
Justice under Nuri Said, 1947-43 Minister in 
London, 1943^45, Appointed Senator in 1945. 
Minfiier of Social Affairs in Mohammed al Sadr s 
Cabinet. January-June 394S 
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bagiiad [tom after ihe Rashid Ah rebellion in I Ml 
until IMG and did good work io stop looting after 
May 194L 

let I Mli he was appointed Honorary C.B.E, for war 
services. 

MuUbuirif of Stilaimnniyj 1947-48. be was one of 
[he very few Arab otliri&k [o speak lluera Kurdish. 
Appointed Director-General nr Potiec m May iy4S, 
he did myth U> restore the polite moxtle which had 
been shaken as a result of ihe disturbances of 
January 1940. \ heavy drinker and a poor adminis¬ 
trator. hut tough and strict, in discipline, he set about 
re-equipping the police, especially the mobile forces. 
He was loyal eo the Regent and (he British connexion 

In E-L-hniLiry 1950 in a fit of drunken resentment 
he made an abortive attempt to use his mobile forces 
against the Government, He was attested and 
sentenced to life imprisonment The sentence was 
later reduced to three and a half years, and he was 
released in November 1950 by Nuri Siiid- 

A courageous but stupid man who was, more than 
normally corrupted by power, his thoughts may have 
been turned to the use of force by the example of the 
three succesdul Syrian cintps ditot of 1949. 

!■}. Ali Vlahiuud Sheikh All 

Sunni* connected with the l baid tobc. Born 
Bagdad. 1902. Educated a! the Bagdad Law College, 
be practised as a lawyer from 1923 to 1936. An 
extreme Nationalist, he was. arrested both, in l" 1 24 and 
1930 for violent agitation against Arsglo-Iraqi treaties. 
He was twice elected Deputy, 

Appointed judge in the Court of Appeal itt 1936 
and Minister of Justice under Hikntat Subiman in 
|937. Mulasamf of Basra, 3939; Director Central of 
Customs, 1940. Again Minister of Justice irt Rashid 
Ah' rebel Cabinet, he fled to Persia after Rashid 
Alt's collapse but was later surrendered lt> the British 
military authorities and interned in Southern 
Rhodes in Sent back to Iraq, tried and sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment in 1942. 

Released in 1949, he now- practises as a lawyer 
again. It was proposed by Taw ft k Suwtuli to appoint 
h:m to the Court of Cassation in 1950. and his 
influence appears to be reviving He frequently 
writes viciously anti-British articles for the Iraqi 
press, 

3fi, Ali Mirimar at Daftiri 

14 f n 1901 . Sunii' of the DaflarL famih of Bagdad* 
Educated at Bagdad Lav. College and entered 
Government service in 1920. Rose to be Director- 
General of Revenues hi 1935, but had to leave Iraq 
after Bckr Sidni's cotip tl'ctm which overthrew the 
Government ot Ya-sffl a! Hashemi in 1936, Re* 
appointed Director-Gemralof Revenuesbv Nuri Sa'id 
in 1939, 

Minister of Finance under Taha al Ha-dicmi, I Ml. 
Director of Rafidain Bank 1441 Agpin Minister of 
Finance Linder Nuri Sa“id in IMI and 194?. Minister 
of Conimuaicatiom and Works under Tawfiq Suweidi 
m 1946. Minister of Finance under M iiratri m 
Pjchuchi in 194S and under Ali Jawdat, December 
1949 to February 1950, Resigned from the Clumber 
of Deputies in 1950. 

Appointed n Member of the Development Board 
in November 1950 and tendered his resignation from 
the Board in June 1951, 

He was a member of the Liberal Party formed in 
1946. hut resigned in 3948 He is opposed to Saleh 
Jabr and generally to Nuri Pasha His name has 
frequently beep mentioned as a possible neutral 
Prime Minister He wives an impression of hin- 
ecrily and ability. Hui when in power finds difficulty 
in co-operating with his Cabinet colleagues. He has 
oecn involved in .it least one financial scandal He 
rind his, wife, who is the daughter of the lute Vasin 
j! Hashimi. speak very good English. 


JL ALi al -Vfurqi 

Shift from Najaf. Born about 1890, Originally a 
MuJLa in Najaf and Later Qadhi in Basra and else¬ 
where. he (molly became Head of the Supreme 
Ja'aEuri Court. He was made a Senator in 1947 
during Saleh Jabr's term of office, Minister without 
Portfolio in AJj Jawdat's Government of December 
1949 

He is of no political importance. 

32- \bvan Hu^in, C,B.L 

Sunrn of Bagdad. Born 1899. Educated at the 
English Protestant School, Bagdad. 

He joined the Civil Police in 1917 and did good 
work during die rebellion m (920. A^isiam Commis¬ 
sioner of Police, Mosul, in 1920. CumrnissioiicT of 
Police Central Criminal Investigation Department, 
1924. He went eo England in 1930 and attended ,i 
Senior Officers.' Course at Scotland Yard. He then 
gradually look over the C.l D, from the British D.I.G, 
Removed by Yasan al Hashemi, he returned, to the 
C.l D. in J 939 when Nun Sa'id became Prime Mm li¬ 
ter, Transferred to the provinces by Rashid Ali. he 
again returned to the C.I.D, after the collapse of 
Rashid All’s Government in 1941. Director-General 
of Police, 1946, He was, attacked by the Opposition 
for the alleged undue severity of police action against 
the demonstrators during the riots against the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 194S. He lost his tiervc 
under these at Lacks and suffered a minor nervous 
breakdown. Appointed Commandant of the Police 
Training School. May (94S, and transferred to be 
Director-General of Prisons in December 1948, Re- 
appointed Di rector-General of Police in September 
1950. 

A pleasant, friendly and competent official without 
much personality He speaks good English. He was 
appointed Honorary C.B.L, for war services in 1946. 

33. Vr-had al L’mitii K.B.fc. 

Sunni, born in (888 of the well-known l mart 
famih of Mosul. Educated in Turkey and employed 
4 v Municipal Engineer in Istanbul, He scried on the 
Turkish stall in 1914 |8 war. 

A .member of the first Iraqi Parliament, he later 
held several official appointments. Mayor of Bagdad 
from 1931 to 1933+ and again from 1936 to 1944, with 
a short interruption in 1941 when he formed a Com¬ 
mittee of Internal Security to conclude an atmitilioe 
with the British forces after Rashid All's, (light. He 
wav a successful Mayor and cart claim credit for much 
of such modernisation as Bagdad has achieved. 

He represented Iraq at the Arab Unity Congress in 
Cairo in 1944 which resulted In the formation of the 
Arab League and in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
to .Nan Francisco. Minister of Economies and Com¬ 
munication* under Ah Jawdat in 1934. Minister of 
Supply under Haradi Paehachi in 1944. Appointed 
a Senator in June 1944, He wan Prime Minister 
from June to November 1946, and aroused great 
opposition by his. dictatorial methods. He ptaved 
some part in the political intrigues which resulted 
in the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
Minister of Defence in the Government of 
Moha mmed a I Sadr which took over after the 
Pin is mouth riots. Resigned his scat in the Senate 
in November 1950 on his appointment as Vice- 
Chairman of the Development Board- In this 
capacity his erratic nature and his tendency to con* 
centra Ee all work in his own hands have earned him 
much criticism, which his outspoken rcialiation does 
not hi nr to assuage On the other hand, there is 
probably no other Iraqi who would apply so much 
energs to the work of ihe Board. 

He is president of the Iraqi Red Crescent Society 
uni! has done ft good deal to improve their finances, 
His daughter. Mine Mumtu/ ftl thnari, is a leading 
future in the Ladies’ Coitldlitloe of this society. 


Ho tms dii attractive personality and a capacity 
for narti work which is rare in an Iraqi, but his rapid 
changes of opinion, his obstinacy ami impatience of 
criticism make him unlit tor politics. He speaks 
Turkish and some very had 1-ranch. He was 
appointed Honorary K..B.E. for v.ur service! id I94ti. 

34, Aii.E ,il V,upfo, Suit id 

Bom Bagdad 1879: the fourth son of Suytd Abdul 
Rahman and younger brother of Say id Man mud. 
Appointed Naqib on the latter's death in 1936, A 
conventional Sunm Alim, he lakes no part in 
politics but appears as a tigurehead, on important 
Islamic octagons. He attended ii;e Memorial Ser¬ 
vice tor Ring George Y( at St- George's Church. 
Bagdad. 

35, Ala Amin 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1898* Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School. 

Assistant Private Secretary iu Ring Faisal, 392 L 
Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 1925 and was 
iippointed to the Iraqi Legation in Loudon, Legal 
draftsman in the Ministry of Justice, 1927. Reituned 
to the Foreign Service in J92$ and held appointments 
at Ankara. London, Rome. Paris and BerOtv between 
1932 and 1943, From 1940 to 1943 he was in charge 
of tiie Iraqi Legation in London. Director-General m 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, J943: Minister at 
Ankara, 1944; transferred to Pans, 1949. 

He is married to a sister of the AmU Zaid. He 
speaks good English. 

36, Baha Al bhe&h Mahmud 

Kurd. Born about 1912, second son of the well- 
known Sheikh Mahmud {g.vX He spent much of his 
childhood in Petss.i, when Iris father was engaged in 
various rebellions. Between 192$ and 1932 he was 
educated at the expense of the Iraq Government at 
Victoria College. Alejtundrta, where he was a class- 
ttiare of she Regent. Later he went to Columbia 
University, 

He was appointed to a minor post in the railways 
in 1938, hu! soon resigned. Hi^ outspoken criticism of 
Iraqi administration in Kurdish areas led to his arrest 
Hind e.vdc for a few months in 1943, A repetition of 
the offence in 1445 narrowly misled having the same 
result. He is still a strong critic of the Iraq Govern- 
mcnl's handling of Kurdbh problems, 

Minister of Economic^ under Ar-h.id al Umarl in 
1946 and in the succeeding Government of Nuri 
Pasha Deputy for Sulaimantva, 1947; tost his seal in 
194$. 

Baba Ali speaks excellent E'nglishand rrcseswesan 
attractive, though not very forceful, personality. He 
is interested in the improvement i>f agriculture sn 
Kurdistan and particularly in the growing and market¬ 
ing of tobacco, Since 144$ Ik- has spem mast of his 
time in Sulainianiyj and all hough not a member of 
his party, is Saleh Jabr’s rnosi influential supporter 
in Subimania. He vivited America in 1930 and 
since then has been in close contact with the United 
Stales Embassy. 

37, BaUtkr Vgha 1 Selim 

A powerful Kurdish chief {recognised by the Iraqi 
Government as paramounii of the PS^hder tribe of 
Q.d a Diza on the Loser /jib north of Sulaimariva. 
Now an old man, he has always been friendly In his 
dealings with the Government, whether Bntilh or 
Iraqi, and he behaved well when Government 
ac I mini-St ration was established in the Pirhdcf area 
in 193$, 

In 1941 he wav preparing in revolt against Rashid 
Ah's regime* and he has since often affirmed his. 
loyalty to the British connexion. In 194? lie was 
operated on in the ’r.sq Petroleum Company hospital 
at Kirkuk and has since led a quiet life, 

Hi% rival for influence -n the Pivhder is Mahmud 
Atfta Hajii Rasul 
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34. liana ud Dm Nuri 

tvurdp born m ttegdad about 1697 oi on £rb;i 

fanlily. Hj^ laincr W4-S ft wClI-krtoWn AJiUl. Ldu- 

eatcJ in Bagdad, he jjuined the i aritish army in 191/ 
aild Itte Iraqi army m 192L 

In 1924 he was buyt-Ucctcrant Buutll Amu 
Justructor and m 192v he was promoted Captain. 
Passed Iraqi Stall College, I9 jU; .illended Stall 
Collc-je Caniberley. 1935-JU. On In-^ return to Iraq 
he was deeply involved m Bekr Sniqi’i coup d am 
and wflj, (Hereafter appointed to Operations Branch, 
Dismissed from the army by Tuba al Hasfaimi in 
143S. he Lx’oame Assistant 1 radio Director on the 
Iraqi State Railways, 

In autumn 194Fhe rejoined the army as Major- 
General and was appointed Assistitlt C.G.S.. bui woj 
rebred again in 1944, He was Acting Mttiasarnl of 
SuEamianlya in 1944 and was elected Deputy for 
SuEucuuniya in 1947 and 1^43. Miitista of Social 
Affairs under Nuri Said during 1944. Appointed a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in May 1951, and charge d'aiiaLre^ at Tehran. 

One of the most capable Stall Officers m the Iraqi 
army, he itjlfetcJ twice for Ins connexion with Rekr 
Sidqi. He k an intcIH&cnl man and a fairly good 
administrator: but in spile of a frank and engaging 
demeanour lie is OOI entirely honest or reliable. He 
is a rrceiiuMifl and a connoisseur of myatic poetry, 
but tic is also self-scekriig. As Munster he was co¬ 
operative with the British, but he Was widely censured 
for his continued connexions with ft Lebanese firm 
supplying the Government. He speak 4 - Arabic. 
Kurdish, Persian, Turkish and English welt. 

39. DamUh al tlaldaii 

Born in Bagdad tn IW of the Haidar i Earn illy which 
originated from Lrbil. Educated at the American 
University, Beirut, and at Texas University where lie 
>.iutiicd agriculture. 

Entered Government service, 1930. Director of 
Rustariny;i Ecperimenta! Farm* 1933 and of Abu 
Gburaib Experimental Farm. 1940, Director of Grain 
in the Local Products Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior, 1942. Transferred back to the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture after lie had been accused of (he 
illegal dLvposal of a quantify of grain. 

He was on the Iraqi delegation to the Hoi Springs 
Food Conference in 1943 and since becoming 
Di rector-Gcncral of Agriculture in t^46 tie has 
represented Iraq at sevcnil international conferences 
of R>i>d Ami Agricultural Organisation. 

Fal and jovial in appearance* he has a strong 
personalily and much energy, iniiitulvc and deter- 
mina(ion, mainly directed towards furthering his own 
interests. ss a devout Moslem and a Xenophobe. 
He is a dictator in his department and his jealousy 
of any interference has made it difficult for British 
experts to co-operate with him. On account of his 
American training he is generally Indieved \o be 
biased m favour of American machinery and ideas, 
V window dresser, ft ml regarded by many a- a 
barrier to progress. 

He and his wife, who is a sister of Yusuf and 
Abdul Oadir Gailani Eq.v.i speak gCod English and 
French. 

40. Daifd s»l Hftidaii 

Bacdud Sunni, born about I8S5- Son of a one-ume 
Sheikh al Islam* hi'- family is of Kurdish origin From 
Erbil Dncc an A D C- to Sultan \hJnl Hamid, he 
spent the 1434-1S war in Constantinople and came 
to Bagdad In 1921. , 

Member for Frbil in the Constituent Assembly in 
[924, Minister of justice under Tawfiq Suweidi. 
1429 Dcputv for ErbtL (9J0-34, 

Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 1941-42, Minister of 
Justice under Nuri Said. 19-12-43. Minister in 
London. 1943-45. Appoinffid Senator in 1945, 
Minister of Social Affairs in Mohammed al Sadr's 
Cabinet, January- June 1948. 

c 
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He wis lih LOlermediin wh^rt th^ British Gil 
Development Company's concession was negotiated 
»Jkl ha* since been paid a retaining fee by the Basra 
and Mosul Petroleum Companies, who describe him 
&> their legaE adviser, but do not in fact consult him. 
He resigned from the Senate under a new interpre¬ 
tation of the Constitution m March |94'l rather than 
give up lids fee. 

Daud Push* j.* a friend of the Regent but is widely 
districted both politically and financially. He was 
involved in Lhe agitation against the Portsmouth 
Treats in January 1948. 

His two step-daughters arc well known tn Bagdad 
society- He speaks English fairly well and is well 
disposed towards the British, but his actions lend 
to he dicta led hy his financial embarrassments. A 
nice old nun, 

41. Dhin Jj’far 

Bagdad Stiiau born in 1911. He studied mechani¬ 
cal engineering at Birmingham University, where he 
obtained a Bje. In 1934 and a Ph.P. in 1936, and 
then had twenty months’ training with the Great 
Western Railway. 

Appointed Assistant Mechanical Engineer in the 
Iraqi State Railways in 1937, he was subsequently 
promoted to be Mechanical Engineer. During the 
war he was Director-General of Engineering 
Supphc*. 

Deputy f«r Bagdad in 1947. He failed in the 1948 
election*, but was Eater returned for Kerbah in a 
by-election. 

Minister of Communications and Works under 
Saleh Jubr in 3 94? .ntd of Economics under Nun Said 
in 1949 and under Tawllq Suwcidi in I95ri. A 
founder-member and member of the Central Com- 
mince of Nuri Said's Constitutional Union Party, 
December 3949, Minister of Economics under Nuri 
Sea Lei in September 1950. Transferred to Com- 
munc-Uiom and Works in December 1950. He 

? Eased a prominent pan in the negotiations with the 
raq Petroleum Company in I95t) and 1951, 
Appointed Acting Minister of Finance in December 
1951, Headed the Iraqi delegation which proceeded 
to London in June 1957 for discussions on trail's 
sterling balances arid other financial matters. 

He is well educated and '.peaks creel lent English. 
He was a successful Miuinter of Economics, and is a 
strong supporter of Nun Said, having close con¬ 
nexions a bo with Saleh Jahr. He helped to save 
British property in 1941, The financial reputation 
of his family is doubtful. 

He enjoys British company, but is exceptionally 
resentful against what he considers the unequal 
relationship' between Britain and Iraq, and is 
consequently difficult to deal with officially. The 
I PC regarded him as the main obstacle to an ngree- 
ment on oil problem.. He is extremely ambitious 
and has energy and ability, and must be reckoned 
with as a potential Prime Minister. 

His wife, who is related to the Agha Khan, looks 
as though -he would be more at home in Beirut 
than in Bagdad She speaks some English. 

47 . f’adhil Jamah 

Shia of Kadhimain. horn 1902, Educated Ameri¬ 
can University, Beirut. 1921-77. and Columbia Uni- 
versus 1927 lift Joined the Ministry of Education. 
1929 Director-General of Instruction. 1933; 
Inspector-General of the Ministry. 3937. He visited 
Germany in 3437 and made arrangements for an Iraqi 
parts to attend the Nuremburg Rally of I93S. Visited 
England in 1938 at the invitation of the British 
Council. 

He was ,i founder member of (he Muthamvi Club, 
whose member* were mostly Western educated 
nationalists, and whose political thinking was much 
influenced hy national socialism He strongly resisted 
British influence in the Ministry of Education and if 
was British influence which caused his transfer from 


that Ministry to a position in the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington m January 1943, He did not take up this 
appointment, but became Director-General of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1944. He was a 
member of the Iraqi delegation to the San Francisco 
Conference in 1945. 

Foreign Minister from June 194$ to January 1948 
in die successive Cabinet* Of Ardud al Omari, Nuri 
Said and Saleh Johr, During this time he aiLendcd 
the Palestine Conference in London in 1946 and the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1947, He was 
out of politics for a time after"the failure of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 1948, but was given 
a sinecure in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs later in 
the same year and was appointed Iraqi Minister in 
Cairo in l-'e hr nary 1949. He was recalled almost 
inmn-didiek to become Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nun Pasha in March [949. He resigned after 
sis. months under a constitutional rule, since he had 
no seat in Parliament, and was appointed Permanent 
Iraqi delegate to the United Nations Organisation. 
He was elected Deputy for Diwnniya in the bye- 
election* of June 1950 and became President of the 
Chamber of Deputies in December 195ft 

Jamali is a self-made nun, and is one of the first 
of ihe type to reach a prominent position, Although 
he is ambitious, he is unlikely to become a powerful 
inilutiiee in the country, Staving hide political support 
in his own right. 

Jamali is intelligent, energetic and honest, but he 
i$ it«T vain, at times unreliable and emotionally 
unstable. The Xenophobic nationalism of his 
younger days has been greatly modified by his 
extensive contacts with the West ami by a genuine 
conviction of the necessity for Iraq of co-operation 
with the West, But he will never forgive the British 
policy in Palestine and the Shin fanatic is not far 
below the surface. He N interested m Western 
literature and tikes Western music. 

He is married in a Canadian and has a large circle 
of British and American friends. 

43. Faiq Sumatra i 

Sunni, bom at Basra about 1904. Educated Bagdad 
Law College. I928“32, Appointed a secretary In [He 
Ministry of Justice, 1933- transferred to Tapia Depart¬ 
ment 1934: Superintendent of Labour, Ministry of 
Interior. 1935. and attended a Labour Conference at 
Geneva in 1936. After a further period in the Minis¬ 
try of Justice, he became Director-General of Press 
and Propaganda in 1939. After a short period of 
service in the police and at the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, lie became Director-General of Municipalities 
in 3 940, 

An extreme anti-foreign nationalist since hi* 
student days, he served a short sentence in 19.10 for 
his part in the demonstrations against the Anglo-Iraqi 
Treaty He was an active supporter of Rashid Ali 
and was interned from 194] to 1945 at Fao, where be 
caused much trouble to lhe authorities. He was a 
founder member 1 of the hliqlal Party in 1946, 
Secretary -GeneraI in 1947 and Mcc-president, 1948 
1949 and 3 95ft Deputy for Santa rra 1948. he 
resigned with the opposition Deputies in Much 1950. 
but was again elected in the by-clections of June 
1950. fn 1949 and early 1950 tic travelled in Syria 
and Lebanon for his party to make propaganda for 
Iraqi-Syrian union. Resigned with the other Istiq3.it 
Deputies from the Chamber of Deputies in February 
1952 in protest .l gainst the manner in which they 
alleged Nuri Said was attempting to railroad the 
Oil Agreements through Parliament 

A grossly fat and unhealthy looking individual with 
a had moral reputation, he is nevertheless intelligent, 
and a persuasive talker. Hi* rationalist views are 
sincerely held, but are probably subject to modifica¬ 
tion if it suited his personal ambition. His attitude 
to Great Britain became subtly less, hostile during 
IQ49. possibly owing to the influence of Nuri Pasha 
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who was in that year attempting to split the Isiiqia] 
Party. He is not a (together trusted by his party 
colleagues. He speaks English. 

44. liha?i Daghe slant 

Sunni, born in Bagdad in 1910, Son of 
Muhammad Pasha Daghestan! and hroiher of the 
wives ot Hikruat Sulaimin iry.c.i and \ajib x) Rawj 
(fl-v.J- 

Attended Lite Royal Military College, tvoolwwti. 
and the Stall Colleges at Quetta and fiagtktd,. He is 
at present Director of Military Works. He 
quarrelled violently with ilii Regent over the des¬ 
patch of Iraqi troops to Palestine in ! HS, but lus 
famdy influence and Ins strength of character have 
enabled him to retain his position in the Army and 
in MKoety. Appointed Military Attache in London 
in April 1952, 

An intelligent, hrebprincipled aristocrat and an 
able Officer, he might well lake a prominent part in 
politics in ihe future. 

He and his attractive wife speak excellent English 
and French, in addition to Turkish and Arabic. 

45. Hamid al Viqdt 

Sunni of Basra, born about l&9ft His brother, ihc 
late bay id lallb Pasha. was strong enough to defy 
the Turks in the last years of the Ottoman Empire, 
and was a ires led and ex tied in 1920 owing to his 
opposition to King Faisal’s coming to Iraq. 

Since Say id i u]ih*s death Sayid Hamid has been 
the head of"the most influential Basra family. He was 
Deputy from 1930 to 1947. when be was made a 
Senator. 

He ;s travelled and pleasant. but ponderous. He 
supports Nuri Said and complains inn the Govern¬ 
ment neglect Basra interests. He speaks some 
English. 

■if}. Hashint Jaw ad 

Sunni, bom Bagdad 19i(. the son of a small official. 
He was educated at the American University, Beirut, 
and at London University,, from which he graduated 
in Economics in 193b 

He was appointed Assistant Secretary to the 
Council of Ministers in 3 L >.’tw joined the Iraqi foreign 
service in 1938 and was sent as Iraqi representative 
to the International Labour Organisation at Geneva, 
He returned to Iraq in 1941 and in 1942 became the 
fip-i Acting Director-General of ! about in Ihc Minis¬ 
try of Social AITtiiv lie also acted .is Secretary to a 
committee for the organisation of post-war affairs in 
Iraq In his capacity of Director-Gen era I of Labour, 
he took pan in the settlement of the Iraq Petroleum 
Company strike at Kirkuk in 194®, Later in the same 
year he was removed from his post by Arsh.nl al 
Uitiuri who regarded him as u fellow-tmseller. In 
1947 he ft'jis appointed in a position in the I.L.O, 
and has only paid short visits to Iraq since then. 

A quiet and siudious man with a clear brad apd a 
genuine Interest In labour questions, he found the 
conditions in the Ministry of ‘social Affairs extremely 
frustrating and is therefore unlikely to return perma¬ 
nently to Iraq, He is married to a Swiss and speaks 
excellent English. 

47, Hassnn Sami Talar 

Turcoman of Kirkuk, boro about 1899, His educa¬ 
tion at the Constantinople Law j School was inter¬ 
rupted by the first world war, in which he was taken 
prisoner by the British forces in Mesopotamia and 
spcnl two years in a prisoner-of-war camp in India. 

Returning to Iraq after the armistice, he entered 
the newly founded Bagdad Law College and pas-ced 
out at the head of the first Hatch of graduates. He 
wav immediately appointed a judge in Bagdad and 
thereafter served in the Ministry of Justice and on 
the Court of Cassation until in February 1950 he 
became Minister of Justice under Tawfitj al Suweidi, 
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Miniver of Justice again under Nun Said in Septem¬ 
ber 1950. Elected Deputy for Kbnnuqui in February 
1951. 

He h ,t quiet man with no particular political 
affiliations. He speak* Arabic and Turkish, 

4H, Has-UD at Latalra m 

l^urd. born about L ,J 11 of u welE-kitown family of 
Kirkuk, Hri dneestor-i were head,? of a Sufi brother¬ 
hood. He graduated tmrti the Uj^dad Law College 
tn 1934 and joined the Ministry ot Interior in 1935. 
He Movett jv Oaimnuqam in various Kurdish dis¬ 
tricts and at Mandali. Appointed Mutasarrii of 
Sulniiruniva early in 1947, transferred to i.rbil Liter 
in the year, to Hillu in I94S. to Bnquba early in 
1950 and JJulaim in October E950, A-H.O-. R.A.F.. 
Habbaniya. h-ava found him very helpful, and 
relations with him are creel lent. 

He visited Europe and England in the summer 
q( 1949. 

He is intelligent, honest and capable. He is not x 
qrotig charaLicr. out as an administrator lie nukes 
up in some measure Eor his lack of strength by 
persistence ami a g.tu>d sense of diplomacy. I te lus 
not yet entered politics but will probably do so 
eventually. He is well liked by Saleh Jabr artd 
Arsluid al l mari. Personally he is good company. 
He speaks Kurdish atid Arabic, some l uikisli and 
Some English, 

49, Ha rim Shvmdin Agha 

Kurdish chief cl the Sharifan trib; of iLiklio and 
son of Yusuf Paslu. Bona about 1895, One of the 
largest landowners oF the Zakho district^ he is a pro- 
gressrie fanner, 

A Deputy from 3925 to 19^9 ami again from 1938 
to l l U7. w lieu he was appointed ,j Senator, he became 
Minister without Portfolio under Tawfiq Suwerdi in 
February 1950. 

Popular and influential in Zakhoand well respected 
throughout! Iraq, lit is a neh man who has never taken 
an active pul in politics. He was appointed Minister 
only to til I up the number of Kurds in the Cabinet. 
He speaks Arabic and Turkish and,.some English. 

50. Hifcrnat Sufiiiman 

Sunni, born 1884. A member of the Committee of 
Union and Progress, hr was Director of Education 
and Assistant Governor of Bagdad under the Turks, 
and was in Const ifltiflopte when the British forces 
occupied Bagdad in 1 q l7, 

Returning to Iraq in 1921 he became Din^-uinr- 
Gencr.il of Posts and Telegraphs in l (J -3 and »as 
Minister of Interior under Abdul Muhsin Sa'dun 
fl925-2t5i|i and again under Riis3iid Ali Gailani in 
!933. He visited Turkey ia 1935 and was much 
impressed with modern Turkish methods. 

In Ifttfi he piiincil Bel.r Sidq: in the coup d'efur 
which over-ill mv Vafin ul Hash inti's Government, 
and became Prime Minister, He resigned in 1^37 
after the murder of Bckr Sidqi, As Prime Minister 
lie disappointed cspectatiou 1 !. 

Although apparently reconciled with Nuri Said in 
1938, he was arrested "and tried by court martial for 
treason under the latter's premiership in 1939, The 
death sentence passed on him was commuted to five 
years' imprisonment, and lie was. interned in 
SuIaimarEiya, Released by Rashid Ali in April 1941, 
he ’,*.is in Persia during Rashid Ali’s rebellion. 

When he returned to Iraq he devoicd himself to 
f.IrmirtC and prospered Unpopular with the Regent 
and Nuri Said, he look little part in polities until 1947* 
when he was involved in the intrigues which cutmiu- 
ated in the fall of Saleh Jabr and the rejection of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January I94B. Since then he 
has often been reported to be making cottlaci with 
disconitnted army officers and people of the Left, and 
is generally regarded as the '"dark horse " of Iraqi 
politics: but this impression is probably coloured by 
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bii history .*Eid ia an exaggeration of has present 
induenee, He had a tear! attack an 1949 and i$ 
un|i±..di to play any great political part again 
though he froqucuUy gives advice to Nun Said He 
■wav appointed a member of the Regency Council 
m April 1952 He shows considerable friendship 
It! Her Majesty's Embassy despite his inability to 
conveisc m any language I ui Ptirkuh and Arabic* 

His wife, a Duglresisrti, ts a sister ol the wife of 
Njiin jj Ruwi (q.vq she also is friendly hut speaks 
Turkish only. 

51, Hus'igm l auii 

Sunni of Kurdish origan, born in Bagdad 1889, 
LdufAiM ■■-li-uary Academy. SstanhuL and a.minis- 
stoned in tlie Turkish army in 1909. 

He joined the Iraqi array in May I‘122. He has 
passed the Senior Officers Course at Bctgaum, India, 
and f:a> twice been attached io units- ns 1 ngEand for 
training Promoted Ufralenaru-Cctoiiel in 1929 and 
Colonel :n 1933 Commandant of ihe Staff College, 
Bagdad, L934, In 1935 he wav given the conihiand 
of the Northern District Promoted Brigadier 1935 
and G.O.C. 1st Infantry Drvdkwi ] 93?, He v*a> 
appointed Chief of (he General Stall in August 19?7 
after the murder of B;ki Sidqi- He took no pun in 
the Etekr Sidqi coup of October 1936. but he assisted 
Mu a! Hishinn in ore mi?*- ihe military demonstra¬ 
tion in :.i .'mi of Nuri -Said In December 3938. Placed 
on pension in February 194(3 for interference in 
politics, 

Although he has been ,i member of the Central 
Committee of the National Democratic Parts duct its 
inauguration in 1946 he is not prominent in political 
or si,vial life. He speaks good L'nglish, 

52. "lu.suin Jamil 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom about 1906, A member of 
the Jamil family which has marriage connexions with 
the Suweidis, Hi? father was a judge. Educated at 
Eli dad and graduated from the Law College in 1930 

Prom 1933 to 1946 he served as a judge in a 
number of nrosinoes including Diva la. Diwaniya, 
Mil la and. Bagdad, 

Mu resigned from the Public Service in 1946 in 
order io become a founder member of the National 
Dmocraik Party; he went into private practice as a 
lawyer and acted is defence counsel in a number of 
cases concerned with political offences. 

Deputy for Bagdad. I^JS, He resigned with the 
opposition Deputies in March 1950. Minister of 
Justice in Ah JawdatN Cabinet of December t <J 49 [t? 
February 1950. 

Hussain is a convinced Democrat and a sincere 
reformer who is generally respected. He is a poor 
n;m and free: from suspicion of corruption. He is less 
intransigent than most of the opposition leaders and 
is not always. in agreement with the leader of his 
pflrtv He dislikes Americans- He speaks some 
English and his wife, who appears in msved society, 
is fairly fluent. 

5 A, I lira hi ii i AbJf ill AfolJ 

Sunni, horn Bagdad, I £94. Graduated from 
Istanbul Medical College in 1916 and served in Iraq 
under the Turks 

He later joined the Iraqi Health Service and rose 
to he Director-General of Public Health in |939, He 
w as also Secretary -General of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society for some ttrtte- 

Minhtcr of Education under Hamdi Pachachi, 

3044 45. Appointed Director-General oF Social 
Mf.urs in 19-16 M-Jii-ICT ir: Dant.iIkinilvr 
1948; Minister in Ankara* February 1950, 

As Minister of Education he was incompetent am! 
prejudiced, and it is generally considered that he was 
not a success in Daroawm Superficially friendly, 
he is a bom intriguer 


54. Ibrahim Sakh id haliir 

HjgduJ. Jew, bom ISS5. Educated at tbe Alliance 
School in Bagdad, lie entered business in the office of 
a Jew iih merchant who later made him hiv partner, 

Appointed to the Accounts Department, ol the 
Ministry ol Finance in the earl; days ot the 
Mandatory Got eminent* ha rose by gradual promo¬ 
tion to be Accountant-General, and linajjy in 194b, 
Director-General of me Ministry, 

In 1945 he gate evidence before the Anglo- 
Amcn-can Commission ol Enquiry on Palestine. In 
1947 he win, chief Iraqi negotiator in the sterling 
balance talks and earned the tespoci of the British 
delegation, and in 194B he look pert in the discussions 
for the i.ikiivg over of the Iraq Currency Board lie 
retired in autumn 1948 and bus since lived quietly 
in Bagdad He was appointed Honorary O.B.L. 
in H46 for war services. 

He was a sound civil servant, cautious and irast- 
wcrihy, highly respected but never very popular. His 
brothers. Selmatl and Yusuf. are prominent Bagdad 
lawyers Ibrahim has become die unofficial bead, 
of trie greatly reduced Jewish Community in Iraq. 
So far neither he nor his brothers have shown any 
signs of leaving the country. 

55. KriLiiii Nsmiq. k.B.E, 

Sunni* born (1192. ilic son of an army officer of 
Mosul origin, Educated at t!,e Turkish Military 
College, be joined the .Anur E aisal in 1917* 

CistZcttctl an oil-jeer in the Iraqi army in E92I, he 
attended a course in England about 1926. Comman¬ 
dant of Iraqi SUIT College, 1931- Officer Commanding 
Iraqi Air Force. 1933: Cavalry Brigade. 1936, Third 
Division, 3 937; Director-General of Administration 
in the Ministry of Defence 1941, Acting CGS 
November. 1941. lie accompanied the Regent to 
England. 1943. 

Minister of Defence in the successive Cabinets of 
Hamdi Pachachi, Tauliq Suwcidi and Arshid ai 
Omari. 1944 to S946, Appointed Senator. E945, 

His venality has been ihe subject of comment, but 
ho is a quiet Sensible titan with no marked political 
tendencies, The Regent likes and trusts him. He 
speaks fair English and is a supporter of the 
activities of the British Council in Bagdad, 
Appointed Honorary K.0JE. for war services 1946. 

56. Ismail S*fwaJ 

Sunni oF Mosul, bom 1894. In Turkish times he 
graduated from ihe Teachers' Training School* and 
was q teacher in 1914, He was conscripted and served 
as a warrant officer in Eastern Anatolia during the 
first world war. In C9I9 he joined the Arab army :H 
Deir el Zor and look part in Jamil MadfaiN advance 
on Tel ‘Afar in 1920. After the collapse of Faisal’s 
regime in Syria he went to Turkey, 

He ciuite to Iraq in !9!2 and pitied the Iraqi army. 
He was on IJckr SidqiN m;itf at the time of the (alter s 
coup ifctal in 1936. From 1940 |o 194? he headed the 
Iraqi Military Mission (o the Yemen. After his return 
io Iraq he held several brigade commands. Director 
of Military Operations. Ministry of Defence. 1944. 
Promoted Major-General 1946. 

Trt October 1947 he presided over the Arab League 
Military Committee which sat at A Icy Lebanon, 
Appointed Deputy COU, early in [948, he was made 
Commander of the Irregular Arab Army of libera- 
linn on the outbreak of hostilities in Palestine in 
May 1948 He returned to Iraq and was appointed 
G.O.C,, Second Division, Kirkuk. i:i 1949 In the 
autumn of 1950 he became Deputy Chief of the 
General Stall on the revival of thnt appointment. In 
June 1957 was appointed directoMierreral of the 
Tran State Railways. 

He is a taciturn man with no sense of humour* but 
he has a reputation for efficiency and for home a good 
disciplinarian tie has been reported as interested 
in polities, and he is a dose friend and supporter 
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of Jatml MjJj'uj and All Jaw.lai who are also both 
from Mosul 

57, Juki) ft.ii],in 

Kurd oi trie Baban family, born 31542. At first 
an extreme national j it. he was deported in 1920 hut 
released in 192L Appointed Uaumuaqani in JV23 
and. later promoted to he Muntsarrif, ne served in 
the administration unnE 1932, 

Mmtster rd EecHionncs und Comnmmcations under 
Naji Siaitikat in 1932, of Defence ujidcr Rashid Ali 
in H 33 , and of Education under Jaitnl Mndfui in 
1934. Director-General of Finance 1934-35 and 
1936 37. 

Minister of Communications, and Works, under 
Nuri Said 1939-40 and under Jamil Madfui in 1941. 
Minister of l inajicc under Nurj Said in 1943. 
Senator I937-M3. 

Again appointed Minister of CommLiJiications and 
Works under Mohammed a I Sadr in January 1948, 
he managed to retain hi>, portfolio in the succeeding 
Govcrmenu of Muzahim al Pachachi and N'uri Said 
mini November 1949. Deputy for Diyala ia the 1948 
elections, Resigned Si is seat on his appointment as 
a Member of the Development Board. 

No man is better versed than JalaE in the art of 
government as practised tn Iraq. I ike his distant 
cousin Jamil Rabun (f/.r.), he has been the Kurd in 
many Governments, though neither he nor Jamal 
can speak Kurdish nor have any special interest in 
Kurdistan. An unusually competent but elusive 
Minister. he is undoubtedly corrupt, but except in 
1938 hav managed to avoid open scandal 

58, Janul Bahaa 

A Kurdish lawyer of the Unban family, boro I8 J i0. 
After serving for'some time ns a iudge" in Northern 
Iraq he became Deputy for Erbil in |928. 

Minister of Justice Under Nuri Said 1930-32, under 
Jamil MudEai 1933-34. and under Air Jawdat 
l' 11: 4 55. In 1955 lie joined the parly organised by 
Jamil Midfai to oppose Vasin a] Hash mu. 

Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri Said 1941 42 
and of Justice under Saleh Jahr in 1947. Between 
It is ministerial appointments he practised is a law-ycr h 
amt was often Dc-puit. Appointed Senator in July 
1947. 

Like hk relative Jalai Uabari fa.v.fi he has been 
almtssl i professional Kurdish Minister. As VliriiMcr 
under Saleh J.ibt he was criticised for venality ;ind 
for influencing judges. He was Acting. Prime 
Minister during Sedeb rabi'- absence in London for 
ilic ^i^^aEure of the Fortsmouih Treaty, and bis 
handling of the situation caused by the demonstration 
wait inept: but in lik defence ii must be said lhat 
Saleh Jahr had kept him in the dark over the course 
of the negotiations. He resigned wilFi two other 
Ministers before Saleh Jahr Eiiuiseff gave up liopo, and 
has not been very active uince. He is critical of the 
measures laken ligainsi Iraqi Jews in 1950 and 1951. 
He is a champion of the cause of ifie emar.ipation 
nf women. An attractive but weak man. 

59, Jumitl Imu NmUimi 

Kurd, born in !9|2, Son of t’mar Nadhmt i^.v.h 

Studied ai the American University of Beirut. 

After serving in the Nortliern limis ami in Diynla 
he was appointed Muiasarrif of Rasr.t in July 1949, 

Lnercetic and respected by the local officials and 
fond of social life. He has a gcmk! name for honesty. 
Intelligent but easily excited and_ viotentlv anti- 
Jewish He has no particular political affiliations 
hu( he is though) to have prospects as an Iraqi 
diplomatic representative abroad. 

60, Jsirtiil Abdul Wahhab 

Sunni of Bagdad. Born 39]Q of a middle-class 
family. Educated at Bagdad Law College arid prac¬ 
tised for a short time. 


Joined Iraqi Geo eminent service m 1933, and was 
appointed Assistant Magistrate, Bagdad He was 
later iran^fcrrcd la Baqubit. 

Deputy fOi Diyala m 1939 and Bagdad irt 1943 
and 194V, He lost Ills seat tn 1943, but became 
Deputy for Mahmudiy&h in 1950, A member of the 
Central Committee of Nun Said’s Constitutional 
Union Party from its foundation in S949 r 
'Minister for Stxial Ali airs under Nuri 5a td |94ti. 
and under bak-h Jabr 3^47. Appointed Mini-net of 
Justice in Nuri’s Cabinet in July 1451. 

His marriage in 1933 to a niece of Nuri Said is the 
main reason for his political advancement. In spite 
of ibis connexion, his. attitude daring the Rashid Ali 
rebellion was ambiguous. He is a personal inend of 
the Regent and Shakir al Wadi, and in April 1949 was 
selected ;ls Iraqi Minister ai Cairo, The Egyptian 
Goscrmitcm, however, refused tha a#rt'Hfetu> He is 
reported to have engaged in doubtful land transac¬ 
tions m Nsl!a liwa and he is said to be disolate, 
ambitious and uatmstworthy He speaks a liitle 
Engiish. 


63. Jamil MaHfai 

Sunni i*f Mosul, born ;uwut E8|5(i. Educated 
Ntanbul ;ind gazeticd an officer in the Turkish Army, 
He joined the Arab revolt and in 1921) was command¬ 
ing the Sharifian forces at Deir d Zor. Trt that year 
he instigated the murder of the British Political 
Officer am! entered I cl Afar, calling upon the. tribes 
to rise against the British in the name of the Sharif 
Ele retired to Syria when British trisoji-, approached 
rronl Mosul 

Returned to Iraq in 1923 and served as Mutasarrif 
ill several liwas 

Deputy from 1929 and President of fher Chamber 
from 1932 to E933:, Senator from 1935 io 
1945 and again from 1°43 onwards President of die 
Sen,iie E443, J949, 19S0 and 1951. 

Minister os' Inter jot under Nuri Pasha 1930; Prime 
Minister 1933 and .again in 1934 with a different 
Ctbincu Minister of Defence under Ali Jaudat, 
August 39J4 l Prime Minister again for twelve days 
in March [935* after which he was forced to resign 
bs an agitation in the Middle Euphrates oreimscd 
by Vasin Pasha a I Hash im i He refused an invitation 
to join the Government formed by Hikmat Sukimlart 
after the Be hr Sidqi coup d'Etat iu 1936. He visited 
the Yemen in the winter of 1936-37 to obtain the 
Imam’s adherence to the Iraqi-Saudi psicrt of Arab 
Brotherhood. Became Prime Minister again in 
August 1937 ^fter ihe murder of Bekr Sidqi nnd 
Hikniat Spkunuft resignation. He was Forced to 
resign in lX*ccml5CT 1918 by a military demonstration 
organised in favour of Nuri Said. He acoompaiued 
the Regent cm his llight to Palestine during the 
Rashid Ali rebellion in 1943 and aFter iis co[lapu! 
became Prime Minister for a short time, Jo PM? 
at the suggestion of N’uri Pasha, he toured the Arab 
counirn;s io cam ass support for Arab unity. In 1948 
after the riots against the Porisnuiuth Treat; he took 
the jwiifolio of Interior under Muhammad as Sadr 
for a few months. In 3 949 he was sent by Nuri Said 
to various Arab capitals in an attempt to uoifv Arab 
policy towards Palestine, Accompanied the Regent 
on iSie l.ntcr’s official vi>it 10 Spain in May 1952. 

Jnrrnl MfuILi ii said to have been energetic and 
resoluu- in his earlier years. He is popular in most 
political circles and his influence, which is generally 
used on the side of mchiermiivn, is still consldtrabte, 
but he ‘S un ageing mtin, susceptibk to the interven¬ 
tion Of others and afraid of making enemies, He is 
unlikely (o take am further political part except ns ,i 
figurehead, hail he is said to have influenced Nuri 
Said against Saleh Jabr His acquisitions of land and 
commercial ink-rests have made him -i rich man 
He speaks no English. 







62. Jamil at L rfali 

Born about 1907. of a tojag-csiablishcd Bagdad 
family, Sunni, Educated at Bagdad Law College, 
whence he graduated in 1930. and -audied for a short 
time at the London Neb*-I of Economics. On 
return he edited a weekly [egoI journal He joined, 
the Iraqi Judicial Service 1953 and served as a Judge 
in HLILt. Diwaniya, Naririya and later as Chief 
Magistrate and President of Lhc Execution Depart¬ 
ment. Bagdad, 

Deputy for Diyaia 1947, Vice-President or the 
Chamber of Deputies 1949. FouiXfar-membcr and 
mjaibn of 'he Central Committee of Nuri Said’s. 
Constitutional l nity Party. December 1949. Minister 
without Portfolio in charge Of Auqal Affairs under 
Tauiiq Simeidi. 1^50, 

He is a protege of Ahznad Mukhtar Babin, without 
much persona] inline nee. 

63. Kamil Chadrrchi 

Sunni of Bagdad, born J901. Half-brother of 
Ranuf Chaderehi (V/,v.h Hi$ father was exiled in 
1920 and he accompanied him lo Istanbul where he 
studied medicine for a year. 

On returning to Iraq he riudied law and graduated 
from the Bagdad Law College in about 1425. when 
he was appointed lo a minor position in ihe Ministry 
of Finance. Bern me Private Secretary to Vasin ai 
Has hi mi in 1929. and [eft official employment soon 
after in edit AI Ik ha at Waiani. the organ of Vasin 
fosbu's party of that name. In the early 3fl's, he was 
associated with the Ahali group with Mohammed 
H.tiiid. Abdul Fetiah Ibrahim and Abdul Qadir 
Ismail and Maned the newspaper Saut d Ahali, 
which has continued with some interruption and 
changes of name ever sinct- He Wtt convicted under 
the Press Law in |9?4 and arrested in the same year 
for publishing pamphlets against Kinp Chari but 
released for lack of evidence, 

The Ahah group was privy in the Bekr Sidqi 
to:tp J f fm against Vasin at Hash inti in E9?6 and 
Kamil became Minister of Economics and Commerce 
in the Cabinet formed by Hikmei Suta Lilian. He 
resigned in June 1937 because of the increasing 
influence of ihc Army. He later formed the Demo- 
traffic Parly with Mohammed Hadid. Majid Mustafa 
And Hikmet Sulaiman which had little success. He 
refused ti> enter \uri Saids Cabinet in 1943. In 
194ft he formed the National Democratic Party, which 
voluntarily suspended activity in 1948, but resumed 
in 1950. Both in 19j.fi and 1947 he was prosecuted 
on Press Law charges 

Kamil re a muddle-headed idealrel who holds pro¬ 
gressive social democreuc views with complete 
sincerity, but he i$ incapable of translating these 
views irtio a consistent policy suitable to Iraqi con- 
diffinrre, The poor success of the National Democratic 
Party is largely due lo his tack of leadership and 
organising ability, He is an unrelenting opponent of 
Nun Said. He re known m have been in contact 
with the Soviet Legal ion in luM and 1952 

Formerly ,i rich landlord, he has now sold much 
of his land and is no longer wealthy. He speaks very 
ULllc Lnghvhr 

64. Khalil Ismail 

Bagdad Sunni, of an obscure family of Endian 
origin. Bom 1903. Educated at the Bagdad Law 
College, he held various positions in the Ministry of 
Interior from 1925 u> 1932. 

Secretary of the Cabinet 1932-35. Appointed 
Director-General of Interior 1935: of Education 
1936; for t oretgn AfTisirc 1937. Mutasarrtf tif Amaru 
1937-38. 

Appointed Diroctor-GentraJ of Interior 3938; of 
Awqaf I*>40’ tif ( en-WN I9q|; of Revenues 1942: of 
Finance 3 943; and of Customs and Excise 1945. 

Iri Novcrttlvr t^4K he was made lindct-SrcKtan 
in charge df the Ministry of Finance during Muzahim 


at Facto-icbiV Government In January 394^ he 
became Minister of Finance under Nuri Said and 
held this, post until the whole Cabinet resigned in 
autumn 1949. He became Deputy for Auusra in a 
by-election in March 1949. 

A competent ihough ponderous official of the old 
school, While Minister of Finance he eavp ibe 
appearance o! being friendly and co-operative. but his 
ha hit of distorting facts was apt to lead to difficulties. 
Both during and after bi.s period ol office he was 
widely accused of cot rw pi ion on a large scale. Speaks 
excellent English and prides himself on his legal 
knowlcdgc. His danghle r a ppcstrs modestly in mi \cd 
society. 


65, Khalil Kanna 

Sunm. bnrn in FdEup about 1905 His family is of 
lurk oman origin, Educated at the American 
University of Beirut, and the Bagdad Law College, 
he entered Government service in 1933 and worked 
mainly in the Ministry of Communications and Works 
until 1941. when be supported Rashid AM Gailani's 
coup if hat and was consequently interned. 

In 1946 he was a founder-member of The [htiqlal 
Party, but he resigned from the Party with a flourish 
its [947 and married a daughter of Alt Ridh» al 
Aske/i. thus becoming a relative of Nuri Said. 
Elected Deputy for the Dubim in 1947, he was not 
returned in the 1948 elections. Deputy for Dulaim in 
by-elections or June [950. 

In January 1949 he started the newspaper Ai Ahii, 
which was Nuri Sud's mouthpiece. In December 
1949 lie became .i founder-member of Nuri's 
Constitutional Union Pam and was elected to its 
Central Committee 

Appointed Minister without. Portfolio in Tawfiq 
SuweidiV Govern mem in February [9.50 to supervise 
pres* anti propaganda affairs. 

Appointed Minister of Education under Nuri Said 
in September 395ft. His success in this post has 
largely re-established his political re pan cion. He 
represented Iraq at the l VE.SC.Q, Conference in 
Geneva in June 1951 

A fervent Sunni aud deeply distrusted by the 
Mn.iv. A hitter opponent of Saleh Jabr anil his 
party. He speaks good English. 

His young wife speaks no F.nglisb. 


66. Mahmud Vgha Ifffiji Ka-ul 

A Kurdish chief of the Pizhder tribe of Qal'a Diza, 
born about 1900. He is leader of that faction of the 
Pizhder which in strength and local influence among 
the Pizhder and neighbouring tribes rivals the faction 
led by Babekr Agha (q c.l, The Iraqi Government 
have not recognised his claim to paramount leader¬ 
ship of the Pfaiider. 

An active and intelligent mnn. lie has been accused 
by Babckj Agha of having contact with Communists 
in Azerbaijan, but there is no proof of this. He 
professes loyalty to the British connexion. 


67. Malirnuil Agha 7A ban 

Ku relish chief jin or the Zibari tribe c?ret of Amadia. 
horn about 1895. At Sirs! a supporter of Mulla 
Mustafa bjU, ). who married his daughter. he was 
bribed with mones and rifles by Mustafa al Umari 
(^v.k then Minister of liiEericr, and loot ilic Govern¬ 
ment side iigams! Mulla Mustafa in 1945. 

Since then the Cen!rtl Government have appeased 
him He was elected Deputy in UN? and 1948 and 
was awarded the Order of the R,ill dim Class IV. 
Nevertheless he has continued lo be ,l thorn in the 
flesh of the administrative authorities, and his 
neighbours fear and hate him for his rapine, He is a 
ruffian and brigand, but he has influence in tribal 
circles and cannot be ignored. 
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68. Mahmud 3 Sheikh Said : Sheikh 

Kurd uf the family of Rate.mi.i Say \ ids. B,.'rn iS84 
He inherited Irom ins father considerable religious 
and mhul influence and a tradition of opposition to 
central authority. In Ottoman times 3 k was notorious 
for his oppression and rapacity. 

He w;t> Appointed Huktimdar of Sulatmamya and 
given British ad risers in December 19 tS. In June 1919 
he attempted io throw olJ Uruidi conteol but was 
defeated, wounded and Condemned to death. The 
sentence was commuted and he was imprisoned in 
indi,i, He was again appointed 11ukumdar in August 
L922 but soon began to try to extend his personal 
power. He was summoned to Bagdad m February 
1923 but took to ihc mountains with his personal 
following and remained an embarrassment to the 
authorities until 3ns hurrender in 193f>, From 1931 
to 1441 he was in forced residence at Nasiriya. 
Kamadi and Bagdad, 

In 194] he escaped to Kurdistan and prepared to 
oppose Rashid Alj j, uneonstilutional Government by 
force, Since the eotlapK: of Rashid All's rebellion he 
han lived in scnii-retLremenL at Dari Kella in Barsian 
neat Sulaimaniva . 

He is still very influential m Sulaimaniva and causes 
the local authorities some trouble He hates all Arabs 
and holds the Bagdad Government in contempt. He 
has three so AS, Raouf, Baba Alt (^.r.) and Lulif, 
He speaks Turkish and Arabic in addition to 
Kurdish. 


69. Mahmud Sllhhi l>nltetri 

-Sunni of Bagdad, born 1890 at Kerbab, where his 
father was Public Prosecutor. He received liis 
primary education in Bagdad and was a school 
teacher for a short time, He entered Basidad Law 
School, 1909 3J1( | ccrnipletcd his studies in Istanbul 
where his father was transferred about 1910, He 
remained in Istanbul until 1921 and acquired some 
smalt reputation as a writer in literary periodicals. 

Legal adviser to the Bagdad Municipalily 1921-22, 
Deputy 1925; Amin al Asinu 1930 and again in 1933. 
Principal of the Law 1 School 1931; Director-General 
of Tapu 1932; Senator 1937 to 1944. 

Minister of Justice under Nuri Said December [938 
to February 194ft; Minister for Foreign Affairs also 
under Nuri 1943, 

Mahnnid Subhi is well-off. owning land on the 
Tigris m Azizieh Nabiya 3 s well as hosive property 
in Bagdad. The naiiotulism of his youth has worn 
oil and lie is now out of politics and friends with 
everyone. He much enjoys social iife and the &ound 
of his own voice He speaks Turkish and some 
French, 


7(1. Mali rut al lladhdhak Sheikh 

Sunni Arab, bom about 1896, In 1927 lie 
succeeded hK famous father, E-ahad Beg. as chid of 
the Aimrat (Anaizal tribe, heduin of the south- 
western desert of Iraq, 

His father was uncomproftiisangJy pro-British, but 
Mahrut lias trietl to maintain good relations with the 
Iraqi Government also. He ri not highly respected in 
Bagdad, however. 

In 194ft he contracted for the supply of labour on 
the Haifa-Bagdad road, but during Rashid Alt's 
rebellion in 3 941 Mime uf his tribesmen got out of 
control and looted the road camps. During the war 
he engaged profitable smuggling, particularly of 
arms, from Palestine, 

His Razaia estate, west of Kcrbala. was expro¬ 
priated for the Abu Dibis reservoir in 1944-45. and 
out of the high compensation he received Mahrut ha<= 
since bought other estates near Kcrbala. 

Justly proud of his pedigree, Mahrut has more of 
the avarice than of the generosity characteristic of the 


bcduin. Intensely hiicd in Shi ite Kcrbala, he is often 
held up by Iraqis as an example of the poor son of a 
fine father. He respects the British, 

71. Muiid Mustafa 

Kurd ol Sulairainiya, bom about 1S95, An officer 
in the ['urIrish Army during the First World War, he 
remained pro- Turkish for some time and Eater became 
an active mpporter of Sheikh Mahmud i, v r.j 

Appointed Mudir N ah tv a 3 927; Gaimmiaqaiti 
1528-35: Mutasarnf 1935"41; he was an able 
administrator. 

His attitude- during Rashid Alts rebellion in 1941 
wav equivocal, and he forfeited I he trust of buffi ride.-, 
On the Regent's return to Bagdad he was suspended 
for four years for having complied with Rashid AlTi 
orders. 

Nevertheless in December 1943 the Recent reluc* 
tariUy agreed to his appointment as Minister without 
Portfolio to advise on Kurdish affairs in Nuri Said's 
Government, He achieved a peaceful sellfemcnt with 
Mulla Mustafa of ftarzan in January 1944. but 
resigned with the whole Cabinet in June 1944. 

Appointed Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri 
Said in September 195ft .md elected DepUlv for 
Erbil in November 3950. 

Although he is a Kurd first and an Iraqi after¬ 
wards. Majid has proved an able Minister. He has 
•sought the assistance of this embassy on numerous 
occasions in connexion with the reorganisation of bis 
Ministry. In the summer of 195! he was- riven a 
tour of social services in the United Kingdom by 
ihe British Council and returned an enthusiastic 
adiHirer of 33ntain and with a much improved know¬ 
ledge of English. Subsequently, however, the apathy 
of other members of ihc Cabinet to his ideas of 
social reform have discouraged him, and he has 
expressed a desire to return to hi* furge and sycec^- 
ful business interests which include a marble quarry 

m Rowaitduz. 

'll. Mar Shimua 

Effiai Mar Shunun \XH1rd. Patriarch of the 
Assyrians. Bom about 1909. he succeeded lo utc 
patriarchate in 1920 when a child, Educated in 
England at a seminary in Canterbury. 

Alter his return to Iraq he inspired the mutiny of 
the Assyrian Levies in 1932 and the ejtadtis of the 
Assyrians to Syria in 3933 which precipitated the 
massacres In Mosul tivra of that year. He was 
deported in 1933 and given asylum in Cyprus, He 
spent the next seven years in Europe, mostly in 
England and Geneva, trying to obtain assistance for 
tib people. Granted British naturalisation in JA39 
and went to Cyprus, but in 194ft he went to America 
and has since been living in Chicago, taking a full 
part ars intrigues which split the Assyrians both inride 
and outside Iraq. 

Mur Shim tin's aim was to establish the whole 
Assyrian community in a compact enclave under his 
own spiritual and temporal authority. His political 
inexperience and overweening ambitions caused his 
people much needless suffering. 

Muuffiiq a3 Afusi 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom about 1594. Educated in 
France, he returned to Bagdad in 1926- 

Pmfevsor at the Law School 1926, Director- 
General Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1928, He 
withdrew to Beirut after a quarrel with the Minister 
Abdullah Damluji (*?,*.) in 1930; He accrtmpanied 
Nun Said to Mecca to negotiate the Iraqi-Nejd Bon 
Voisinage agreement in 1931. Became Judicial 
Adviser to Ibn Saud E932 Returned to Bagdad 1933 
and heW portions in the Iraqi Foreign Service H 
Tehran, Beirut and Bombay, He was dismissed ffOOl 
the Foreign Service in 1937, reinstated in 1939 and 
served at Paris, Damascus; and Istanbul He wav 
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recalled in November 1941 and again dismissed m 
1943. Since then Jbn Saud h-js befriended him and 
used mm on occasion. In J t? 4'l Jic sen! him to 
Nxna to intrigue against Iraqi-Syriau union. 

Muattaq is an unprincipled adventurer. Me drinks 
hcuuly itnd hi* habits are tlfliivoury, 

74. Mudiialfar thmad 

Sunni, bom lit Hilla m 1849, Educated in Bagdad, 
he was an officer in the Turkish army. 

Gazetted Assistant Commandant nF Police in 1921. 
he was promoted Commandant in 1932. After i 
course it the Birmingham City Police School he was 
appointed principal of ilie Inspectors' Training School 
and thereafter held several appointment on ilie head- 
quarters vtatT of die police, Av Director of the CTD. 
after Rashid A NV rebellion, be enforced energetic 
anti-Nazi measures His reputation. in the police was 
high. 

Director-General of Civil Defence 1941-4$; 
Muutnrrif orRamadi 1943 : Bavra 1944 4S; Mosul 
194b . Bagdad 1946-45$, He was allotted some of 
the blame "for police action against the January 1948 
demonstrations and was removed to the Adrmnistra- 
live InspecUTtilc in March l ,J AS. He was appointed 
Mayor of Bagdad in 1949, and in 1950 refused the 
Directorate-General of Police m succession to Ali 
Hcjazi tij.v.i. Dircclor-Gen c ral of the Date 
Monopoly. 1951, 

Appointed Honorary O U [ for war services 1946, 

He is a polished and popular man and a keen 
sportsman, hut there were reports of corruption 
when he was Mayor of Bagdad. He is related 
through his mother to Nuri Said and to ihe Askari 
family, and his wife, who appears in public, is a 
Fallow He and h\- wife speak good English arid 
Turkish and some French. 

75. Muhammad Vla Cheblbi 

Shm of ICadhtmain. bom about I9l0. Brother 
of Abdul Haiii Chela hi ty.v.Jl In 1933, after 
studying at the American University of Beirut, be 
went to London to study economics' In 1938, was 
given a post in the .Agricultural and Industrial Bank. 
In 194) h^ whs transferred to the newly-opened 
RjfiJam Bank in Bagdad, of which he whs appointed 
director in 1945. 

He --peaks good English atid is married to a 
Syrian. 

7 b, Muhammad AM AI ah mud 

Sunni of Bagdad, boon 18 IJ, 5. Educated Bagdad 
Law School and employed in the Ministry of Justice, 
in which he rose to become Director-General He 
also held piwt of DircclorGeneral Capu and m 1935 
was 4 member of the Court of Cassation. 

Deputy for Piyala hi the Parliament of 1935 and 
for Erbil in those of 1936 and 1937, Minister of 
Finance ■» Hikmat Sulaiman's re-formed Cabinet of 
] 937. 

He Wiii Minister of Conimunicnlions and Works in 
Rashid Alis unconstitutional Cabinet of .April 1941, 
On its collapse he fled to Persia but wav handed over 
to the British in September 1941. He was interned 
in Rhodesia and sent back to Iraq in 1944. where he 
was tried and sentenced to Use years' imprisonment, 
but released in 1947. He was elected Deputy for 
Kor -Sanjaq in November 1950. 

His daughter b married to a son of Ja’far al 
Ask in and probably because of this connexion be 
joined Nuri PashaN constitutional party in 1949, 
Elected to the Central Committee of (he Party its 
November 1950. 

He hav only just emerged into social life He 
appear* to bean intelligent and reasonable man and 
to be feeline his way carefully back info politics 
He speaks no English. 


77. Muhammad Hainan huh tea 

Shut of Bagdad, barn 1891 and educated locally. 
In I y I A he became ;i teacher of Arabic at the German 
Sdiool in Bagdad, After the occupation he set up 
in commerce m a small way. He entered the Law 
•School m 1920 and a.s a student w-as associated with 
the nationalist activities of Mar Abu Timijun, He 
graduated in 192$ and joined Government service. 
Judge 111 Suwaira 1427. at Kadhimain 1931; legal 
draftsman in the Ministry of Justice 1938. 

Deputy 1944 and President of the Chamber 1947. 
Senator from July I '47 and Viced 1 resident of the 
Senate December 1947, Minister for Social Afturc 
under Nun Said 1943, be retained Bus portfolio in 
[lie .uccecding Government of HjukLi Pachacht. but 
reigned to become President of the Chamber. Mtitj- 
■>icr of Justice under Arshad al Uman ]94ii and ngain 
in 1948 under Muzahtm al Pachadri. Minister of 
Justice under Nuri Said January 1944. Minister 
without Portfolio in Nuri Said’s cabinet in December 
1450. Appointed Acting Minister of Health in 
April 1952. 

A weak individual who would never have become 
a Minister had he been born a Sunni, He wished to 
jodim from Ar>had'?v Cabinet in 1946 owing, to the 
Prime Minister’s interference with the courts, but a 
wwd from the Regent restrained him. He is pleasant 
and friendly and proud of his erudition in Shariya 
law. He speaks no English. 

78, Muhammad Hussain Undid 

_ .Sunni, born 19(16 of a merchant family or Mosul. 
Educated at American University, Beirut. 1924 to 
1928. and London School of Economics |92S to 1931. 

Employed in the Ministry of Finance 193E to 1937: 
Deputy for Mosul 1937; Minister of Supply under 
Nuri Pasha in 1946. he resigned from this Govern¬ 
ment in protest against Government interference in 
the elections. 

He n o a prominent member of ihe so-called Ahaji 
Group in the first half of the 193ON. This group 
advocated a mild form of socialism. Some of U* 
members later became communists. In the later 70s 
he was associated with Kamil Chadervhi's Demo¬ 
cratic Party and was one of the founder members of 
the National Democratic Party m 1946, He is Vice- 
President of this party which suspended activity in 
1948 hut resumed m 1950, Elc resigned his seat in 
the Chamber in 1950 with the rest of tin- opposition 
deputies in protest against the intolerance of !he 
Government and of Nuri Said s majority party. 

Apart from lu> political activities, he has large 
business interesis and i- a partner with Kamil 
Kliedtiri in a flourishing soap business which exports 
tn India and Egypt. 

Mohammed Undid is an intelligent and sincere 
democrat, an effective speaker and a persuasive 
writer, but he has not made the intellectual effort 
required to transform the ideas he learned at the 
London School of Economics into a suitable policy 
for Iraq. Until this is done he and his kind are likely 
to remain in sterile opposition. Although a nationalist 
and a critic of British influence in Iraq, he is 
friend I v to us and has u number of British friends. 
He dislikes Americans, He speaks excellent English. 

7>l„ Muhammad lluwaln n’ Kuvliif ill Ghira 

The most important Arab Shfo miniuhid or Najaf. 

Born between 1880 and tR9(i of a large family of 
Najjif, he is as educated in the religious .schools of 
Nr. jar, and is said to be very learned in Shi'ire law 
and rheology He has published a popular book on 
the origins and doctrine Of the Shia. 

He was, Iraqi delegate lo the Moslem Conference 
at Jerusalem in |93t. and has since visited Persia. 
In 1935 he played a prominent pan irt the Euphrates 
tribal insurrections against Vasin al HasbirrtiN 
Government, hoping thereby to secure for the Shia a 
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greater share in the Government of Iraq, After rite 
defeat of the in tics he withdrew to the silence of 
Najif. 

Suspected m 1939 ol accepting money from the 
German Legation id foster anti-British reeling, he 
issued a fatwi against the British during Rashid Alt’s 
rebellion in 1941, but recanted alter Rashid All's 
ceirai and managed to rehabilitate himself very 
quickly. His nephew Ahmad was, however, interned 
from 1941 to 1944. 

Honoured by all Iraqi Shias. Sheikh \! is hammed 
Hussain still !l4s some influence with the tribes of 
Southern Iraq. A foxy, inscrutable man and a born 
intriguer, he maintains relations, with seven! 
Shiite politicians. He Kates CommunistRussia, but. 
will never forgive die Bnlhh fw thesr policy in 
Palestine. 

8U. Mohammed .VEiLidi al lawahiri 

A Shsa Kirn at Nejaf in 1.901, Al one time he 
was employed by die Ministry of Education, but 
wo-, removed from hcrvtcc prior to Bakr SiJqi s 
coup Ukim in 1936. He. has long been associated 
with various Left-wing newspapers bat is best 
known as it poet for which lie has a considerable 
reputation throughout the Arab-speaking world- He 
has published two volumes of his works, and is at 
present working on the publication of a further two 
volumes, for which he received u grant from the 
Ministry of Education of £300 early in 1952, 

He is a roan oF pronounced Left-wing views, but 
although be is ideologically a Marxist he is not ari 
activist. 

He has been prominently connected with the 
tc Peace 1 " movement in Iraq, and in November I95tf 
was elected as u member of the World Peace Council 
at I lie Second World Peace Congress, held in Warsaw 
m November 1950. In Ms; 1951 he left Iraq for 
Egypt and b known to have attended a meeting of 
the Peace Council at Vienna before reluming to 
Iraq in November 195L 

Since his return be h=i> expressed dissatisfaction 
with the various. ~ FVhcc " activities! tn Iraq and lia* 
kept aloof from the leading supporters of the move¬ 
ment For this reason he has been severely criticised 
hv leading Left-wing persons, and it has been 
alleged thai the giant he received front ihe Ministry 
oi LdUi,ition for publishine his poetical works wav 
the price of his silence. 

In January 1951 he became chief editor of a 
new Left-wing newspaper, 4f Tha hot, tmtil its 
suppression by die Government in April 1952, He 
then became owner and editor of another new' Left- 
wing daily newspaper, .4/ Jihad. 

81- Muhammad Mahdi Kiihbu 

Born about 1900 of ihe well-known Bagdad Shea 
family of Kubba. he was educated irt (hr religious 
seminary at Najaf in Gram mar. Persian and 
theology. 

After the First World war he engaged in quite a 
humble wav in the textile trade in common with 
nthcr members of his family, l ie never held Govern¬ 
ment office of any kind until 1948. although he was 
once a Dipiily for Bagdad in 1937, 

He wii 1 ’ 4 member oF the Nalronilkt Muthanna 
Club from its foundation and. was helped into 
polities In a fellow member Dr- laxnill (V-v.»._ He 
developed pto-AstS svrapilhies during a visit to 
Germans in the late ?<Vs but took no active part in 
the Rashid Ali moVcrtlcnl. 

He wav made president ol the Btiqlal Party -sn its 
formation in t t3 4b. probably owing to hi-, Shi.i 
origin, well-known n.]nir 4 and dean record His voice 
itt its councils ri less L'lfeclive than (hose of Faiq 
Samjrrai anxi Siddio Shcnshal Re-elected president 
of the Istiqkl Party in November 1950. be strongly 
vupporied the Persian Governmeni in their cflortv to 
nationalise ibe Angjri*Iranisn Gil Company in 1951. 
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Minister of Supply in the Sadr Cabinet of January 
I^lI. he resigiitn in. June over the conduct ol the 
elections. However, hn became Deputy tor tkigdad 
in these elections, but resigned has seat m pro lei 1. in 
common with tJic rest ol the oppositiDn. art March 
1950. He wax, re-elected in the by-decUOns in June. 
Resigned xxLih me other lsoqlal Dcpuiic> from the 
Chamber of Dcpunex in February 1952. 

An untidy looking nun* he has a reputation for 
sobriety anxi honesty. His enemies accuse him of 
folly rather riian knavery. Intelligent, but rot 
politically astute, be only "peaks Arabic and Persian. 
He is a strong opponent ol British " iniperialtsni. ,f 

HI. Muhammad Kid ha hliabibr 

hcii.L of Nejaf. born 1889. Educated in the religious 
schools of Nejaf, In 1908 he began to publish poetry 
in me Egyptian periodical press and acquired n 
repu taiion as a Liter j ry man, lie played some part in 
the naEioiialist disturbance.s in Nejaf during the 
occupation. In 1919 hv- was sent to the Hcja?; by 
ionic Iraqi nationalists 10 ulfer the Iraqi throne to 
thv Amur .Abdullah: (hence he went to Syria and did 
rtoi return to Bagdad until 1921. 

He was a member of ihe Consiliucni Assembly 
and was Deputy for Bagdad in most Iraq; Parlia¬ 
ments until 1935, Senator from 1935 to 1943 and 
President of the Senate for a few months iu 1937, 
He returned io the Lower House in 1943 and was 
its President in 1943-44. He resigned from Parlia¬ 
ment WLih the Opposition deputies in March 195t>, 

Minister for Education under Vasin al Hi ishiimi in 
1924, he resigned from, this Government with Rashid 
Alt LiaiEuni civet (he Turkish Petroleum Company 
concession. Again Minister For Education in 193^ 
under Vasm al Hasbimi. under Jamil Madfai in 1^37 
and 1941, and under Mohammed al Sadr in I94B. 

Irt 1953 he played a prominent pari in the forma¬ 
tion of the L'nited Popular Front and w-.ia elected 
Chairiitan of the Fronts Political Committee, 

A genial old bigot whose views on education arc 
strauglx reactionary. He is a sttpnv critic of British 
influence in Iraq, but he i* personally fricmllx to 
Englishmen. He speaks no Einglish. 

83. Mukantiiiad Said (Jajtra/ 

Kurd of Suhinkmiyn. born -about 1903. Largely 
Self educated, He begin Ins career as a clerk in 
the Mulasamftya in $ujaiinan,iyu in l ,J 2^. Appointed 
Qaimmuqnm of Halebja in 1934. rraiisferred 

In |9j9 to Zakho and in 1941 to Kifri. From 
1941 to 1944 he served in the Ministry of the Imtrior. 
In 1944 he was appointed MutitMirrif Kui. trans¬ 
ferred to Erbil in 1945 ami to Kirkuk in 1947, uficr 
a short spelt as an Administraltit: Inspeeiur- 
Appouitcd Mutassflrif of Mosul in 1949. 
ottered an appointmcnl xvith the Basra Petroleum 
t ompany in the spring of 1952. Bul at Nuri Said's 
request has agreed to remain at Mosul until the 
general elections have taken place in the autumn. _ 

He has visited England and in the summer of 1950 
he tivurcd America as a guest of the Fiihc l Stales 
Government. 

Hurd working, honest and fearless, Said Qazzaz 
is eeitcralh regarded as one of the best administrator's 
in the country. He is a close friend ol Mustafa al 
I Jtsuri and Maiid Mustafa He speak-, good English 

X|, AVuliumimld al ‘xadr (Saxltll 

Shia of Kodhimain, bom about 1885. Educated In 
relifliouv circles Sri Kadhimsiiin, 

He was si strons rHUiofudisi in the early days of 
the British occupation and (tKik an active pari in the 
insurrection of 1920, He flesl (u Serin after its sun* 
presvksn and returned with King Faisal in June 1921. 

Appointed Sen j lor m 1925. He w-as presiden! of 
the Sencue from 1929 to 1937 and again afier a short 
interval front 1937 to 1943 He has several times been 
a member of the Regency Council durinc the Repent 1 ? 
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absences from Iraq, Prime Minister January to June 
1948. 

Muhammad a I SadrN political importance fa due to 
Jus religious prestige and his nationalist past. For 
these reasons he i% always consulted ut moments of 
crisis tun his weakness, ignorance and incapacity were 
amply proved by hi-- loLuE failure as Pnmc Minister 
to restore normal conditions after the disturbances 
srt Bagdad which removed Saleh Jahr and secured the 
rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty in January I<48, 
He speaks no English. 


85, MdJbinuiuid >adiq Shinuhal 

Sunni, born m Mosul about 1908 , Studied law at 
Bagdad and Damascus, lie subsequently studied at 
the Sorbonne. returning to Iraq in 1939 ' 

After serving as a Legal Adviser to the Ministry for 
Foreign A if airs he became Director Propaganda 
under Rashid AIL in PHI, .Although acquitted of 
the charges brought against him lie was inter tied. In 
1946 he took a leading part in the formation of the 
Ivtiqfal Party. Resigned with llie other Hriqfal 
Deputies from the Chamber of Deputies in 
February lo$£_ 

Sadiq Sheoshal is violently anti-British and he 
keeps up a AO* of invective against the British 
connexion in Parliament and in the press. He is 
married to a sister of "i'urns Sabfawi who was 
executed for ihe pari he played in the Rashid A Is 
revolt. 

34. Muhammad Salim al Radio 

Sunni. hom Bagdad 3 844 . Ho was educated m 
Bagdad. she American University of Beirut and the 
Universities of California and Texas, from which he 
obtained doctorates in Agriculture and Science, 
Returning to Iruq in 192 fi lie joined the Department 
nf Agricultures in which he eventually became, and 
remained for several years. Director-General 

Director 'Genera! of Labour in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs 1946 , Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 
1947 - 49 . Appointed first Iraqi Minfaier to India. 
July 1949. 

He is a landowner and is connected with the 
wealth;. Shabandar family. His reputation in. (he 
Department of Agriculture was good, but as Minister 
in Tehran he was not popular with the Persians, Iraqi 
Shiav accuse him of heine a fanatical Sunni, He and 
his attractive wife both speak English well. 


H7, Miiiki MiMnli 

Kurdish chieftain of Harem, born about 1898. 
Younger brother of Ahmad of Barren tijp.iM. 

He wjis the fighting leader of the Ra minis in the 
trouble-, of |93| j£ surrendered with Sheikh Ahmad 
in 1935, and was banished to Sutuimaniya, where he 
lived fur ten years in poverty on a small allowance 
from i he Government, 

In 1943 he escaped U* Ifahran. where he voon 
became involved in skirmishes with the Iraqi police. 
At first concerned only with his Own position, he later 
began to pose M a champion of Kurdish nationalism 
and won much Kurdish sympathy and support. He 
resisted successfully the forces of police and troops 
sent against Him, In January 1944, a settlement was 
arranged, and he visited Bagdad to make submission 
to the Recent Returning to Bar/an, he remained 
restless, but was formally pardoned in April I^Jf, 
when the Iraqi Government announce.! a programme 
for improving security and developing agriculture in 
the B&rzan area 

Becoming impatient, he a train took up arms against 
the Government in August 1945. Large Iraqi forces 
and clever bribery administered by Mustafa a! Urnari 
ta.r-J eventually defeated (be Barzanis. and he and 
his hr other Ahmed fled I* Persia. where (bey were 
well received by the Russian authorities. 


After the collapse of the Persian Kurdish Inde¬ 
pendence movement led by Qazt Muhammad. Mulld 
Mustafa and his brother retired before the Persian 
forces and entered fraq in May 1947. Sheikh Ahmad 
surrendered to the Iraqi Government but MuJIa 
Mustafa refused unconditional surrender and 
managed io escape with a few hundred men through 
Turkey and Azerbaijan uno tfic Soviet Union, 

At first welcomed by the Russian authorities, but 
now, it is said, despi^d, the Mulla remains in the 
U.S.S.R. Ihapufa/ fear of his eventual return keeps 
his name alive m Iraq. 

US, Musa Shdltjuihit 

Sunni of Bagdad, born ISffu, the son of j wealthy 
fandowner. His brother Ibrahim is a prominent 
Bagdad merchant. Educated m Bagdad and in 
Switzerland, lie wjs in Europe from 191® to 1932, 
mostly in Switzerland anti Germany, 

Joined the Iraqi Foreign Sen,ice'. 1932; Secretary 
of Iraqi delegation to the League of Nations. 1433; 
Tint Secretary, Berlin, 1935. In 1937 hejwas accused 
of giving certificates of export to Iraq for munitions 
destined for Spain, lie was recalled and arrested* 
but proceedings again it him were dropped. 

Deputy for Amirj 3937 to 1939. 

Re-appointed io the Foreign Service 1939 and sent 
to Berlin as ch.srg-- d'affaires. Assistant Director- 
General in the Ministry for Foreign Allaire October 
1939 Minister for Foreign Affairs m the uilcwislitu- 
nonal Government of Rashid AJi in April 1941. He 
fled io Persia after Rashid Ali*s collapse, bui was 
caught and interned in Rhodesia and later sent back 
to Iraq for trial. He was sentenced in 1944 to live 
years’ imprisonment and sequestra lion or property. 
Owing to iII-health he did not serve all hfa sentence. 

He has been tttc since 1947 and in 1949 he joined 
Nun Sard’s Constitutional Union Party and was 
appointed Minister at Damascus, 

Musa Shabandar is not a strong personality. He is 
intelligent and accommodating, an official rather than 
a politician. He is married to a Lebanese and speaks 
English. French and German. 

Bfl. Mustafa lh! I man 

Sunni of the Umari family of Mosul. Born in 18*3 
and educated at the Bagdad Law School, he served as 
an officer in the Turkish forces m Mesopoiantia in 
the lirsi world war and was taken prisoner. 

He entered Government service at the end of the 
«*r. served as OHimmaqam and Mutisarrif in several 
districts and also Held the posts of Accoumani- 
Gcncrat and Director-General of Interior. 

He was Minister of Interior under 1 iik mat Sub j man 
in 1937; under Jamil Mad fa i, 1937-38 and in L941; 
under Hamdi Padiachi, 1944-46 and under Muzahim 
Pachachi in 1948. He has also been Minister of 
Justice umlei Madfaiinkte I93t. of Economics under 
Miihnmimed as Sadr, January June I “*48 (Acting 
Imr-rior from March I94S onwardsi, and without 
Portfolio under Muza him ai the end of 1948 and 
under Suri Said from December 1950. He has 
been a Senator since 1937. Acting Prime Minister 
during Nmri Said's absences From Iraq in the first 
half of 1952. Accompanied the Regent to Amman 
m June 1953 

Of ali Iraqi politicians and officials Mustafa is 
probably the most notorious for corruption. He is 
also one of the most capable administrators and most 
n%iute politicians in the country. He m,iv Ise sjfid to 
exhibit the !>esi and the worst features of the Ottoman 
idea of Government His administration during 1945 
and his conduct Of the 1948 elections amused Severe 
criticism, but he served his country well during (lie 
Banani troubles of 1945. when his well-directed 
bribery was of great assistance to the Iraqi forces 
operating azainst Mulfa Mustafa. He speaks only 
;i little English 
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5KJ, Mauhim \min ul Pacfaithi 

Sunni 06 Bagdad, born 1SBK Educated at the Law 
School in Bagdad and graduated in 1912. Before the 
1914 war tic was a strong Arab nationalist. He wrote 
for Arab nationalist papers and had to flee Io Basra 
in I9J3 to escape arrcsL After the war lie was 
employed as a magistrate by the occupation authori¬ 
ties in'Basra and returned to Bagdad in 192:. 

He joined Government service in March 1923 and 
became Minister of Communications and Works 
under Vasin ■> I Hash!mi in l**24. In 1927 he was sent 
K- London as Iraqi Diplomatic Agent, returning in 
192ft- Minister of Economics and Communications 
under Nun Pasha. Januars 1931, and almost iaimed]- 
aleh after Minister of Interior in the same Govern¬ 
ment. He resigned in October 1931 because of 
difference* with his colleagues over his dismissal of 
the Amina! Asima. Mahmud Subhi Dalian. In May 
1932 he was charged wilh complicity in the circulation 
of scurrilous letters about the King. He was tried 
and acquitted in October 1932. 

Iraqi Minister at Rome and Permanent Iraqi dele- 
gale at Geneva. S934; Minister at Pans. 1939; he 
remained there us Minister 10 the Vichy Government 
and did not return w?hen Iraq broke oil relations in 
November 1941 fan went instead (o Rome. In 1944 
he went to Geneva and sought facilities to return to 
Iraq* wliith were refused. Hl- eventually returned in 
November 1945, 

Prime Minister. June 194ft to January 1949; deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs under 
Al t Jawdat. December 1 L 49 to February 1950. He was 
appointed Senator in 1948 but the appointment was 
held to be constitutionally invalid by a High Court 
in L950. He Idl Iraq for Tey pi and Saudi Arabia just 
before the issue of this decision He returned to 
I raq in November 1950 and took a leading part in the 
formation oF the United Popular From m May 1951, 
Resigned from (he Front id May 195... I he Recent 
is unlikely to agree to his early reiurn 10 office, 

Muza trims character presents some contradiction- 
He is a strong nationalist and resents “ irnpcrialiim 
deeply, but he has been much influenced by the Social 
Deznoeratic ideas which he has encounrered during 
his prolonged residetiee in Western Europe. He is 
ofien reasonable, but can be stupidly obstinate 
Politically cotirapcmis at times, at others he gives up 
without a struggle. Has ideas on general polies are 
sensible, but as a political tactician he is inept, lie 
hates Suri Pasha and strongly resents his influence 
with the Regent, Ibis has led him to criticise the 
fatter indiscreetly on occasion. He is very deaf. He 
speaks English. 


. Nadbif Shawi 

Sunni, originally of the L ha id irtiv. Bom Bagdad 
87. Educated'at the Military College. Hlanbul, 
d curetted an officer in (he lurkiih army in JW, 
r . served in Syria in the Turkish Coastal Defence 
rccs through-out the first wttrkl war. Afterwards tic 
ocd King Faisal’s army in Syria and fought against 
t French at MaisaLqmn in t93ff* 

After the expulsion of Faisal from Syria he returned 
Bagdad and for some years was a secondary school 
ichct. During (his period he graduated from the 
igdatl Law School. 

He joined lhe Iraqi army in 1927. In l'G5 lie 
iL-ndcd army mameuvres m Enfiland tmtl on bis 
uirn wa” eiven commarfa of the Iraqi Staff College 
.eaiffcr and Aslant CO S 1937; retired, 939, 
Minister of Defence under Jamil Mydfii. June to 
.-lober 194!. Deputy for Dulaim. ! l >43 to 1947. 
inder member of Saleh Jahris Popular Socialist 
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4* Sudim Shstltir ul pacliMihi 

Sunni of Haedad. bom 1914 Nephew of the fate 
Hamdi Padtachi and of Mnzalum Pacbachs I 9 .V,). 

44593 


Educated, at Victoria College, Alexandria and London 
Lnsversity. 

Reiurncd to Bagdad in !93h and was appointed to 
the Ministry of Economics in which he rose to be 
Director-General by 1944. 

lie wai a member of the Iraqi Delegation to the 
United Nations in 194fi and visited London and 
America in ]94S to try to obtain support for die 
proposed Iraqi Oil Refinery at Bidp. l-.arly in 1950 
he quarrelled with hi* Minister, Dhfa Jaafar, and 
tendered bis resignation.. Hl* rcii£Q*Uon wujs nor 
accepted ansi he was appetinu-d Director-General of 
Oil Affaire tn June 1950. In this capacity he was a 
member of the Iraqi Delegation to the negotiations 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company in the summer and 
autumn of I95ti. In March I9M he again became 
Director-General of Economics, lie again vistted 
the United Kingdom in connexion with lenders for 
the oil refinery and the Iraq Govcfnmenl’s gold case 
against the Iraq Petroleum Company. Played a 
lading part in the negotiaiams of 1951. 

Nadim has not a very strong personality but he is 
in. cxceptionalEj intelligent ami competent official 
whose rapid rise was not entirely due to the influence 
of his family. He is friendly and co-operative In 
addition ti/hts official pasiiiort he is a landowner 
and farmer on a large sonic. Show* signs of wishing 
to enter politics, and ff he docs so will be a great 
jo>s to the Civil Service, He divorced his first wife 
(a Pachachii in 1947 in order to marry a cabaret 
artiste He divorced tiis second wife in 19JW He 
speaks excellent English. 

93. Dr. Naji al A*il 

Ffagvljtd Sunni, born about 1895. A graduate of the 
Constantinople Medical School in Ottoman times, he 
first became prominent in 1^22 as semi'oflicial 
Hiishimite representing c in London. After Sbn 
Sami's conquest of the Hejaz fie become destitute and 
was deported to Iraq in 1925, 

Employed in the Iraq: Milnary Medical -Service 
from 1*^26, fie was appointed Iraqi Consul-General 
and charge d’affaires in Jidda in 19*1 and transfcried 
to Moliammerah in 1932. Acting Direcior-Gcneral of 
Foreign Affairs 1933-34: Ortinsdlpr in Tehran 1935; 
Master ol Ceremonies at the Palace 193ft. 

Minister for Foreign .Affaire under Hikmai Sular- 
man 1936-37, he went into retirement after that 
CnbinctN resignation until 1944. when he was 
appointed Diiector-Gcneral ol Antiquities. Appoint™ 
permansnt Iraqi delegate to the Untied Nation* 
Organisation by the Sadr Cabinet in February 
hr was recalled in June I94S and returned to the 
Antiquities Depanmeni. Appointed an Active 
Mentber of ihc Iraq Academy in November 1949. 
He organised the Ariconot Festival in Iraq in 
March 1952. 

\ polished and intelligent hut ponderous man, lie 
fa u dose friend of Hiknwa Suleiman (r/.u but is 
not now on dose terms with the active politicians. 
I Ic hceari well in, the Antiquflics Department but htier 
his work was affected by his personal financial dim* 
cuElies. He speaks English well. 


». Naji Shankat , ( c 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom 1891. brother of Sami 
laukal (qM\). ’ Educated Istanbul and became a 
-L-ru' officer in the Turkish Army Joined the Arab 
volt at Aqaba in 1916, 

He returned to Bagdad in 1919 and from 1921 10 
>2ft was Miaacittif of various southern It was. ending 
ilh Bagdad 1924-28. „ . 

He first became a Oeputj in 1929; ^ Minister of 
ucrinr uiukn vbdul Mufisin Sitmdun m and 

tin sn 1939: Iraqi Minister at Ankara IW-Si. 
iinister of Interior under Nun Said 1931; Prime 
timber 1932 Minister of Interior under Jamil 
Lidfai 1933: ipnn Iraqi Minister at Ankara 39^4. 
1 this capacity he accompanied Taufiq Ruste Aras, 
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the then Turkish Minister for Foreign A Hairs, on in 
ctficbt visit l o Iraq in 1937. He was then offered 
a portfolio in the Government of Nikolai Sulaituan, 
bu; declined because of his abjection kj Rckr SidqiN 
influence. Minister of Interior under Nuri Sud 
but reigned in April [9J9. Minister of Justice under 
Rashid Ah Much 1940, 

■\tter the collapse of France he became a strong 
acUehrare of reinsuring, with the A\N and, with Rashid 
All’s approval, he wem to Istanbul in September 
194 i to establish contact wnh she German 
A IM . ..I J.H, Herr von f'jpen s I c resigned from the 
Government in January 1941,. but became Munster 
of Defence in the unconstitutional cabinet formed 
by Rashid Ah m April t94L Dtirui{, the Rashid Ah 
rebellion in May he went to Turkey to try to enlist 
I urki>h support for Rashid All's cause, and remained 
m 1 aikey alter the collipaH; of the rebellion. Tie was 
tried in abxetuui by court martial and sentenced to 
fifteen jears imprisonment, He spent the war years 
between Berlin and Rome, receiving a Ministers 
salary from the Reich Government. In the summer 
of 1945 he was arrested in Itely, sem bade to Iraq 
and imprisoned. 

He was pardoned hy the Regent in May 1946, but 
hj * not vet returned to social or political life. 

95. Najib «] Hum 

Sunni of Bagdad* horn about 334jt; brother of 
Ahmed al Rawi (i/.v.i. Educated at the Bagdad Law 
School, ne worked for a short time ail a ulerk in the 
Revenue Department under the British Administra- 
lion He has a large practice as a lawyer and was 
^resident of the Lawyer’ As^ocuuioo in 1942 and 
again in 1947. 

He entered politics as j protege of Nuri Said in 
I'-V ' and njv DepuU for Dulinm m the Parliament 
of 1930. 1934. 1937. 1943, 1947 and 1946, He 
rc'ijjatcd Hi-, i,eat with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950, 

Miniver of Education under t awliq Suweidi 1946: 
Mb ivicr of Justice und r Mohammed a I Sadr m 1948; 
Minister of Education in the succeeding Governments 
of Mu / 1 him al Pachachl, Nuri Said and Ali Jaudut, 
June J943 to February 1950,, He reprcaamed Iraq at 
the Pans So*,.?:! of I VG tn September lv43, 
Appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo in \ugust 1950, 
Politically he is a trimmer and has a foot in 
several ctmp>. though he ri generally regarded as 
primarily a Palace man He is friendly to the 
British connection but Is noi ahogeilier urustworihy. 
He in mamed to one of the Dagfralani sisters and 
.speaks a tittle English. 

9*. Niivnl al Fami 

Sunni Bagdad, born about 1890. Educated 
Bagdad Low School 

He was conscripted far the Turkish Army before 
be Had graduated, and served, as a warrant ctffloer 
during tfw 1914 13 war tit which he saw service 
against the Russians «i lUmadun and against the 
British at Rut. 

After the war he completed Im legal studies in 
Istanbul and returned to Bagdad about 1922, 

He served for several years in the twenties as legal 
driudiiMTian in the Ministry of Justice. 

First Deputy for Bagdad in l ll 26 und again in l c *52 ( 
ami in mo 4 nf ihe Iraqi Parliaments since then. He 
resigned his sent with the Opposition Deputies in 
March im 

Difccror-Genftil of Foreign Main 1935. tragi 
delegate al Geneva 1937 to 1938, He was appointed 
Iraqi Minister at Ankara in April I ^43 but did not 
proceed. In t945 he was a member of the Iraqi 
delegation: at San Francisco. 

Mtnistcr of Fimrv:.' under Naji Shnukal 1932 ansi 
again under J.imrl Madfai 1933 Minister of 
Fconcimcs under Jamii Madfai. June io October 
1941. Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nuri Said 


June to October 1943, In the Cabinet sif Muhammad 
Sidr of 1946 he was tifsii Minister without Portfolio, 
then Minister of Interior and finally Minister lor 
Foreign Affairs. He was closely associated with the 
formation of the United Popular Front in Mas |95j. 
Resigned from the Front in May 1952, 

NaNrot is more of a Turk than an Arab, although 
he was known as an Arab nationalist in the twenties- 
vvi.cu he was a member of the Sliaab parts of Yysin 
a I J fa.shimt. He is honest, intelligent and cautious. 
His approach to political question* is legalistic and 
ElicorciicaL When considering any course of action 
he secs the difficulties more ckarly than the 
aavancago and is inclined to be obstructive. This 
characteristic made Him one of J rag's worst Ministers 
of interior He tv a iirteerc reformer who believe* m 
parliamentary democracy and resents the abuses m it 
which .ire normal in Iraq. He resigned from Nnri's 
CaPincT in 1943 a.y a protest against the Regent's 
jr tc r fer cnce in ih-c eicckuns, I Jig nationalist viewy 
ot his younger days have been modified bv cspencuce 
bm he is still a firm opponent ot what he regards as 
undue British influence exercised through Nuri and 
the Palace. Hi> wife n proinincnl in Ladies' Red 
Crescent activities, and both speak good English He 
is personally friendly to the British. 

97, Nuri nl On cl hi 

Suniu of Bagdad, born 1893. Graduated from 
Bagdad Law School m Turkish times, and in 1^14 
was ei judge m Basra During ihe nrst world war lie 
served as a reserve officer with the Turkish forces. 

He joined Iraqi Government service in 1 1 >21 after 
serving an judge in the Muntafik under the C’iviE 
AdminL&rnition. V jcc^prcvidcm of the Civil Cimri-> 
Jfi several provinces, including hkigdaii 1925. , tnc i 
M osu t. 1937. Director-Generat of Wa qfv, 1 93 j. Head 
of Legal Drafting Drpanmetu. Ministry of Justice. 
] ,J 3tS, rJtrcsrtor-Gcndral Ministry of Justice. March 
|l »4ih Secretary Genera] to the Council of Ministers, 
December E44|! and Head of the Diwan of the 
Council of Ministers m Mav 1950. 

He accompanied Nuri Said to Ankara for the 
negotiation of ihc Iraqi-Turkisli Treat-, of 1946 
Minister of Education, 1^46, under Arshad al l nuri. 
he afterwards returned to his post with the Council 
oi Ministers. Appointed a member iff the Develop¬ 
ment Board in June 1952. 


96. Nuri Said 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom IS SS, son iff an accoilntaht 
of Mosul descent Educated al Military Callege, 
Istanbul and served in the Balkan war. 

He was one of ihc founders of the Arab NabonsUtst 
Society . At AlnL sji 1913 and joined the \i 7 ib army 
in the Hejajf in 1^*1 fi. He served in this army sv 
CGI under his brother-in-law, Jafar al Askant At 
that time he was described as a good strategist, clever 
and hard working, but rash and hm-tead«J under fire 
He won the D.S.O. in 1917 a nd was yppomteJ an 
honorary CMC in 1919 

After the 1914 wnf he remained with Faisal in 
Syria and accompanied him tn Loudon and Paris in 
1^1^ and 1920. He was opposed to Fa real's hrL-tik 
with the French, 

He relumed to Bagdad in February 1921 arid voon 
after became C,G S, and Director Generis 3 of Foliee, 
retaining these appointments until !‘>22. 

He has been nine times Minister of Defen-ce, in 19^1 
(Acting k im 1925, 1926, im 1929 (twice) 1933 
and 1941 fAcriny). in Cabinet', headed by Jafur at 
Asfcari, Abdul Muhsin Sa'adun, Rasfiid Alt Gailani 
and himself Nine times Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in 1930. 1933 ftwice 1. [934. 1938 iActing), 1940 
f Actine.k 1942 ( Acting), in Cabinets headed by Rashid 
Ali GaihmL Jamil Miulfai. Ali Jaudat and himself. 
He ha . also been Frime Minister in 193(5, 1931. 1938. 
1939. 1941 43. I94fi. 1949. |9^0 a nd 3951. 


His achitvemtnis in diplomacy are also impressive. 
He negotiated and signed the Anglo-Iraqi I reity of 
14,10: lie negotiated the Bon \ r oLsLn,vjas: Agreement 
with Ncjd and the Hejaz, 1931, He signed the 
Extradition Treaty and a Treaty of Commerce with 
Turkey in [932 and negotiated and ^ijpnxl the 
Economic .mid Commercial Treaty with turkey In 
1946, He represented Iraq ai the London conversa¬ 
tions ra January 1939. which eventually resulted In 
the issue of the 1939 White Paper on Palestine, and 
lie led ihe Iraqi ddegaiion to the tailed Nations 
General .•Wemoly which decided the partition of 
Puk'itine in 1947. He «;is a member of the Iraqi 
delegation which signed ihe unratilaed Ponsmourii 
Treaty with the United kingdom in 1948. 

.After the LkkrStdqi military coup of October 1936, 
during which Jafar .d Askari was murdered. Nun 
retired with his family to Egypt, He returned a year 
later after Bekr Sidqi had been murdered and Hikmat 
SulaimanN Government Imd fallen, but left again soon 
after and spent most of I93H in Syria. Egypi and 
Loiiitors. wiifirc he held a number t>F inconclusive 
conversations with politicians on the Palestine prob¬ 
lem. In December E93S he raumed to Iraq and 
became Prime Minister as a result nf j mllttary 
Lkmonstralion organised tut hi;, behalf by la ha a| 
Hashlmi and Hussain FawzL against :Hc Govern¬ 
ment of Jamil; Madfai. fill January [941 he resigned 
from Rashid All's Government, in whkh he was 
Minister Tor Foreign Affairs, because v'f Rashid All's 
increasing inclination, towards the Axis Powers, in 
April 1941. shortly before the array overthrew Tiha 
al Hashimi and sci up the unconstitutional: Govern¬ 
ment of Rashid Ali. Nuri withdrew to Transjordan, 
where he remained until he w-as able to return with 
the Regent in June. He became Prime Minister in 
the autumn of the same year and remained in power 
until June 1944. During this period he collaborated 
closely with His MajestyN Ambassador in eradicating 
pro-Nazi propaganda in Iraq and it was due to his 
initiative that Iraq declared war on the Axis Powers 
in January [943. 

He accompanied the Regem on his (ravels io 
A merica and Europe during die summer of 1945, and 
to England iti 1946 On his way home on the second 
occasion he had talks in Syria and Turkey in the 
hope of removing the dimeutties between these 
countries. 

He formed a Cabinet m November 1946 to carry 
out elections, and included in it some younger men 
and representatives of the newly formed National 
Democratic and liberal Parties, Nun's ideas about 
free elections did not agree with liicirs, and they 
resigned after about a month protesting that Nuri and 
Saleh Jabr were preparing to efccrl undue Govern¬ 
ment influence on the elections. 

Nuri collalvorated with Saleh Jabr in the negotiation 
of the Portsmouth Treaty during 1947 ami shared 
widi him the nationalist resentment which was 
fcrmaHed against it in January 1943. Within a sear, 
however, he demonstrated his mastery of the Iraqi 
political scene by returning to power as, Prime Minis¬ 
ter in January 1949, He succeeded in improving 
public security and in withdrawing The army from 
Palestine without incident. He toot a very firm line 
with the organising committees of the Communist 
Parly, live members of which were hanged, But he 
failed to do much to improve the financial 
position of the Government in spite of n personal visit 
to London. He was much disappointed by his failure 
to obtain an advance of royalties from ihe Iraq 
Petroleum Company. During the troubled period 
which followed Colonel Zaint^ &ntp tHtiaf in Syria 
in the spring; of 1949, Nuri worked hard, but unsuc- 
cewffully, for Iraqi-Syrian Union. He resigned in 
December 1949. 

Tn the .summer of 1950 he went to London where 
he negotiated a temporary increase in oil nival ties 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company. In 1951 li* 


visited Bahrain, kuwait and Jordan. Accompanied 
the Regent when the tatter vriited Kuwait and 
Bahrain in the spring of 1952 and Spain in May. 

Nun dominates Iraqi polities. Death or e*tJe have 
removed the few ptiliticiatii. of his generation such ji 
Vasin al Ha shims and RwihiJ ,-vli Gailani who could 
iiope to rival him, .>*nd of die younger men ls-iiIv Saleh 
Jabr offers any serious challenge to his supremacy. 
While ji ;s true that an aetcement Itctweeu Nuri 
and Saleh Jsbr would be in the l>e*L inicrcsts of 
Iraq, there are no signs, of a rapproclicmeni between 
the two and thgir polittgal rivalry continues unabated. 
Nuri showed again in Februaiy 1952 how com¬ 
pletely he sit It dominates the political scene by his 
masterly handling of Ehc oil agreements in 
Parliament. Nun's intelligence, vigour and courage 
have not yet begun to fail and he can still deal as 
unscrupulously arid ruthlessly wath his eiicmie* as 
in llic past, Nevertliiclcv^. tjis outstandmg slcii'l in 
political intrigue and hr* fearless advocacy of the 
Bntisli cousiexioii have made him widely dj.strustev.1 
both inside Jtsd OUUidc Iraq, 

His latcnLs are in (legalration and political 
maiiiuuyrc and Iris interest tn Arab and world pub¬ 
lics. His dream i\ ot an Arab Kingdom unified under 
a Hashimite ntuntirch, 14ns kingdom would e\tfude 
Egypt and Arabia and would be closely allied with 
Urea! Britain. 

He is uninterested in the details of domestic 
administration and his long pet tods of power 
have coruribuicd little to Iraqi social or economic pro- 
gre 5 >. Not personally corrupt he condones corrup- 
item ut others (his son Subah is notorious in this 
respect) aod Ids nephews and marriage connestuns can 
u.-ivMlIy count on obtaining Government unploy ment- 

Hc enjoys his Food and drink, hav a keen sense of 
humour .md is excelteni corapany. He speaks 
English, German, French and Turkish. 

99, Niirudilin Mahmud 

Kurd, boru in Mosul in 1899, Educated in Otto¬ 
man military schools, he was conunissiuned in the 
Turkish army in [9 [7 and m the Iraqi army in 1921. 

A graduate of Camber lev and Duetto, he was Iraqi 
Miliurv Attach^ tn London in 1935 unj became 
Lieutcrmnt-Colond in 1937. Froanolcd Colonel in 
1939. he was appc»m[ed Ministry ol Defence member 
of the Iraqi State Railways Hoard, and in L944 he 
became Director of Mililary Operations. 

In 1941 lie opposed Rashid Mi's rebellion arid alter 
us collapse he took over command and initiated, the 
Anglo-Iraqi armistice. Commander 2nd Division 
(Kirkuk), 1941-43: .Assistant C.G.S., [943: pro rooted 
Major-General and appointed Commander 1st 
Division rDiwaniya). 1944. In 1943 be visded the 
Western Desert battlefields, and in 1946 be attended 
The victory celebrations in London. In L94S he was 
promoted Lieutenant-General and commanded the 
Iraqi forces in Palestine, where he was involved in the 
inter-Arab jealousies which prevented ihe establish¬ 
ment of an effective Arab High Command, Tn [949 
he returned to command the fsi Division Appointed 
C.G.S, in July I95L He u probably the best Iraqi 
general officer. His underiUauding of modem war 
leaves much to he dttired, but be is fully alive to 
ihc importance of training and his directives arc 
carried out. He combine severity and a certain 
rugged kindliness in proportions whkh make him 
on the whole more feared and respected than well 
likcii lit the army Although ambitious, lie docs not 
dabble in politics, He spoiLi English and Turkish 
well and his sy mpathies arc steadily pro British, 

inn. Kiifoil Petros HuEti 

Chrislinn of Mosul, bom 1901. Educated al the 
Assy rian Orthodox School, Mosul, and at Secondary 
School, Bagdad He later attended night classes ani 
graduated from rlie Bagdad Law School 1929 
















Served in minor posts in site Ministry of Interior 
from (925 to 1929. Contributed lo the newspaper 
At frffij white still an otlfictul und after his resignation 
published Ai Bitad ia partnership with Jebran. Mateon 
(q^'.l As a pluralist he was consistently anti* 
British, but in Iraqi politics he frequently changed 
sides, He supported Nun Said from 1921 to 1929, 
with occasional lapses. He supported Vasin al 
Hashing from 1930 to 1935. Bekr Sidqi 1936 to 1937. 
and Rashid Ali 193S to 1942. He was intoned in 
1942 but released in 1943 and resumed publication ol 
A! Bitud. He went IO Egypt in 1944 and remained 
there until IM 

He was Deputy for Mosul m 1935, for Basra in 
1939 and for Bagdad in 194?. m which year he 
attended the inter-Parliamentary Conference at 
Rome, He joined the Lciqlal Party in 194® and was 
Considered as one of its lenders. He resigned from 
the Maths with the other Opposition Deputies in 
March 195& and from, the Istiqbl Party in May. 
hecause of its decision to contest the by'elections 
occasioned by ihc resignations. Appointed Press 
Counsellor at the Iraqi Legation in Cairo in 
February JMl- 

Bulti k a capable and fearless journalist hut he is 
unscrupulous, venal and quite unreliable. 

[Ol. Hutiiht Ali al (■uilwni 

Bagdad Sunni, bum A distant relation of 

the Naqib. A Waqf elerit In Ottoman times, he fled 
10 Mosul with tile Turks after the capture of Bagdad 
and practised as a lawyer after the fall of Mosul. 

Appointed judge. 19*21, be SOOfl showed his ability. 
Minister of Justice under Yasin al Hash inti. 1924 25, 
he resigned over the signing of the Turkish 
Petroleum Company's concession. President of the 
Chamber of Deputies, 1925 2b. Minister of Interior 
under Jafar al Askari, 1926-28, 

Again elected Deputy in 1930. he resigned (with 
othersl in 1931 in proton against the conduct of 
Nun Said's tiovernmcni, and became a prominent 
member of the nationalist Hi?b .U Ik ha ai WaUfii. 
Chief Private Secretary to the King 1932-33. 

Prime Minister from March to October 1933 he 
was appointed Senator in 1934. He helped io 
organise the Euphrates disturbances which forced AH 
J.utd.it to resign in spring 1935. and became Minister 
of Interior in the Cabinet then formed by Vasin al 
Hashimi, 

In 1936 be fled to Istanbul after Bekr SidqiN 
coup if £wt. Returning to Iraq in 1937. he opposed 
Jamil Madfai s Government and was deported to 
Anah for a short time in 193$, 

Prune Minister from Match 1940 to January 1941, 
he moved steadily towards a doser understanding 
w ith the Axb». He kept dose contact with the Italian 
Legation ir Bagdad, supported the intrigues of the 
Mufti of Jerusalem, sponsored the overtures made 
bv Nap Shankar r,/.v.i io the German Minister in 
Turkey, and encouraged the pro-Nazi press forced 
to resign by British pressure in January 1941. he 
returned to office through a coup d'fioi in April. 
Installed Sharif Shamf in place of the Regent and, 
backed by the Iraqi Army, refused to allow more 
than one brigade of British troops m Iraq 

In May 1941 . when hostilities broke out between 
the Iraqi Army and the British forces in Habhaniya. 
he tried to unite the country against Britain but failed 
lo get substantial tribal support. After the defeat of 
the Iraqi force* he Red to Persia, Turkey. and dually 
lo Germany, 

He wav tried rVr tibsYtifitf by court martial and. 
sentenced to death in 1942. Recognised by the Axis 
as legitimate Prime Minister of Iraq, he conducted 
an anti-British campaign by radio throughout ihc war. 

Tu 1945 he escaped through (he German lines to 
Prague and thence, with u False report ami the 
unwitting assistance of Allied military transport, to 
Marseilles, from where he sailed to Beirut. He 


arrived at Riyadh in September 1945* declared him¬ 
self to I bn Saud and was granted asylum. 

He is still in Riyadh, an extra thorn in Saudi- 
Hashimiic relations. His health is now .-aid to he 
declining rapidly. Jbn Sand is said to be tired of 
him, but schemes to move him elsewhere have not so 
far been satisfactory, and seasonal rumours that the 
Regent bad pardoned him have proved untrue. He 
still has admirers in Iraq, particularly in the Istiqlal 
Party, and it is by no means certain that Iraq has 
seen the last of him. 


102, Rauf al Eahmni 

Bagdad Shia. born 1897, Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School* he w r as appointed to a clerical post in the 
Ministry of Finance in 1922 and rose—“it is. said not 
entirely by merit—to he Director General of Customs 
and Excise in 1935, 

Minister of Finance under Yasin al Hashimi 
1935-36. Again Director General of Customs and 
Excise L938-40. Minister of Fin*nee under N sari 
Said 1940: of Social Affairs under Rashid Ali 
| c> 4fMl: and again of Social Affairs in Rashid Ah's 
rebel Government in April May 1941, 

After Rashid Alis overthrow he fled to Persia, 
where he was arrested by British forces in autumn 
|V4l and sent for interment to Southern Rhodesia. 
Sent hack to Iraq for trial in 1944. he was condemned 
to three years’ hard labour and sequestration of his 
property. 

After his release he engaged in business and 
gradually reinstated himself until in May 1950 he 
was appointed Director-General of Income Tax. 

Although he talks the conventional Arab nationalist 
language,, he was a tool rather than an associate of 
Rashid Ali. Early in 1950 he made himself known 
to a member of this Embassy and would like to 
rcluibiiitatc himself in British eyes. He speaks tk> 
English. 

11>3* Rauf al Chari ire hr 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn 1884, Educated sit Istanbul 
and al Berlin and Geneva Universities. Before the 
war he- was successively a Clerk in the legal drafting 
department oF (he Turkish Ministry of Justice, a 
professor of law ai the Turkish Law College. 
Oaimmaqam of Diva la. and adviser on foreign affairs 
in the Turkish Governor of Bagdad- Immediately 
before its fall he was the Mayor of Bagdad, He 
went to Berlin shortly before die occupation, and 
later lo Switzerland He was not permitted (o return 
to Bagdad until 1920, 

In Bagdad he practised as 3 lawyer and took no 
part in Nation ali si agitation, but was asked to go with 
his father when the latter was deported to Istanbul 
in August I**20. He returned in 1921 and took up 
his law practice, obtaining much of the business of 
foreign firms owing to his knowledge of languages. 
Professor at the Bagdad Law School 1922, Dean 1923, 

Deputy for Hilda 1924, he opposed the 1922 Treaty. 
Minister of Finance under Abdul Muhsirt al Sa’adun, 
Minister of Justice under Jafar a I Miri 1926. Iraqi 
Minister to Ankara 1929, He resigned in 1930 and 
returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. 

Iraqi Minister in London from 1936 to 1939 when 
he resigned. He generally spends the summer 
rnnutbs mi 3 ngland. 

Rauf has a charming and kindly personality and 
looks on the Intrigues and enthusiasms of Iraqi 
politics with an indulgent contempt. He is universally 
popular and consequently well informed, but will not 
often talk about politics He speaks English. French. 
Gentian and Turkish. Is badly crippled with 
arthritis In April 19?2 he surprised Bagdad society 
by marrying Majdii, the stepdaughter of Daud al 
Haitian 


MM. Sa'iul L mar 

Born in Kerbala in 1917. Shia. Son of L’mar 
Haj Alw.in, one of the Kcrbaia representative on 
the Constituent Assembly. Educated at Kerbala and 
Bagdad. Graduated in the Law College about 1941. 
Thereafter lie practised as a lawyer in Kerb*la until 
1947, when tic became Deputy for Kcrhala He wi% 
notte-dcciedin 1948. but was pm in in a bye-electkm 
later in the year. Minister Tor Social Affairs in Ali 
Jaudai's Government of December 1949, and of 
Education in Tawfik a l Suwcidt's Cabinet in 
February 1950. A member of Nuri Pasha's Constitu¬ 
tional Union Party November 1949. 

In the Chamber of Deputies after he had failed to 
substantiate allegations of eomiplion which he had 
made against four Cabinet Ministers, he was 
suspended for (he remainder of the parliamentary 
session, 

A protege of Sakrh Jubr, who was a friend of hi* 
father. He owns a little property in Kerbs] ji. He 
is full of large ideas hut very inexperienced and 
unintelligent. 

105, -"istdiq ml Bassam 

Bagdad Shia, born about IS95, Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School, he practised .is a lawyer for 
several yeans. 

Elected Deputy for Kui in 1930. he supported 
Yasin a I Hashimi and was a member of the Ik ha al 
Watani Party. Minister of Education under Vasin 
a! Has hi mi 1935 -36. Minister cl Economics under 
Nuri Said 1939 -40 anti of Education under Rashid 
Ali in 194 L 

Remaining inactive during the l L) 4l disturbances, 
he was Minister of Justice 1941—*2 and of Com- 
municaticiks and Works December >943 10 June 1944 
under Nuri Said : of Finance under MuhartlmfiJ as 
Jkidr. January to June I94K, and of Defence under 
Muzohtm ftechndti from June it> October 3 94ft. A 
Senator from 1941. his appointment was not renewed 
in 1949, A founder member of the United Popular 
Front, May 195 L. 

Sadiq is i xenuphobe with v iolent prejudices and 
tlb concealed Fanaticism. As Minister of Defence in 
S94S hs - was mainly respcmsibte for the tierce sen¬ 
tences passed cm Jews by the courts martial and for 
encouraging anti Jewish feeling. TJe does not like 
the liritish. anti his policy is of(cn indistinguishable 
from that of (he htiqlal "parly. He speaks Arabic 
only His private life is disreputable, 

|u6. .Said l fai|tji 

Kurd of Sulaimanna, bom 18€3. Educated 
Mill (ary Academy, Istanbul anti gazetted an officer 
irt the Tin kish army 1903. 

He joined the Iraqi army on Ils formation in 1931 
und reached the rank of colonel. He resigned almut 
1930 as result nf a disagreement with Tflha a! 
Hashimi. then C.G.S, Fie has subsequently held posl> 
as Director-General of JilK Chteeter ■: Civil 
Aviation and finally, in about 1939, Keeper c>r the 
Privy Ptirie at the Palace, Resigned in June 1951 

Minister of Defence under Afshad al Umari in 
I94f>. for lack of a suitable alternative Kurd, he 
afterwards returned to his post in the palace. 

He leads a quiet life and politically and socially 
is almost unknown. He speaks no English, 

107. Saleh Haidar 

Shjj of Bagdad born in 1914. Vftcr completing, 
his secondary' school education in Bagdad, he went 
for a year (o the American University of Beirut and 
from 1933-36 to the London School of Economic 
where he took a degree in economics. Assistant 
Collector of Customs, J936-37, In 1937 hg returned 
for a year to the London School of Economics for 
further study. On his return to Iraq he studied 
land problem'- and went back .igaiu lo hi^ London 
School of Economies from 1939-42, Pfl.D. of 


London University, 1942, Eu 1943 4h he held 
various appointments in the Ministry of Supply, and 
in 1946-4S in the Ministry of Finance. 

Member of the Iraqi Delegation, |o the San 
Francisco Conference 1945, Acting Director- 
General of Slate Domains, E9-IK. In the same scjt 
he was seconded from the Ministry of Finance and 
mpde Deputy Governor of die SaitotiLi] Hank of 
Iraq. En 1950 he went to Washington and London 
in connexion with the negotiations f^r the luter- 
natioml Bank loan to Iraq and the Scarce Currency 
Agreements. His appoinimem as Deputy Governor 
of the National Bunk wa?, suddenly though not 
unexpectedly terminated in June 1952. 

A -.upporter of Saleh Jabr, he is intelligent, but 
conceited, and he does not get on well with his 
colleagues, He also has the reputation of being 
untrustworthy. He was on very bad terms with [lie 
Governor of the National Bank, Abdul Halt Hafiz 
(q.v.k who refused to deal with him or give hum my 
work to Jo. He appears m suspeeTihat British 
influence w-as to blame for thb treatment, but he is 
on friendly terms with members of the embassy stall. 
He speaks excellent English, 

10*. Saleh la hr. k.B.F. 

Shi a, born about 1S97 in Nasiriyo. His father was 
a carpenter, originally from the "Bern Zaid tribe of 
Shatu. Educated in Nawriya. he became a clerk 
in the Najal court in 1919, 

By 1924 lie had risen to be head clerk in the 
Ministry of Justice. He entered the Bagdad Law 
College the same year, and after graduation in 
1927-28 he was appointed as a judge arid served Tor 
ove- two years in the Middle Luplirates. 

Elected Deputy for the Muntifik in 1930 and 1934, 
lie was Minister of Education under Jamil Madfri 
November 1933 lo February 1934. Mutasarrif 
Kef hula 1935-36 Appointed Minister of Justice 
under Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936. he resigned 
in June 1937 over the Euphrates disturbances and left 
the country. He returned after Hikmat's resignation 
and was appointed Direct or-General of Customs and 
Excise. 

Minister of Education December 193® to February 
I94rt ansi then of Social A ITlire until March l l >4B 
under Nuri Said Mutasarrif of Basra from June 
1940. he supported the R.cgCTU when his Royal 
Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from 
Rashid Ali. Arrested by Rasliid All, he narrow-ly 
escaped a heavy sentence auJ was releases] on condi¬ 
tion he left the country. He withdrew to Tehran and 
relumed after Rashid ASi's fall. 

Minister of Interior October 194 3 to October 1942. 
of Finance until June 1943, and again of Interior 
until Octuljcr 1943 under Nuri Said. Minister of 
Finance June 1944 to February 19445 and Acting 
Minister of Supply August lo December 1944 under 
Hamdi Padsadri, During PachachiV absences he 
iicteti as Prime Minister and was expected to form 
a Government when the Fadiadti Cabinet Toiencd. 
He was not, however, chosen, anJ spent much of the 
sumnacr oF 1946 in England. 

He was appointed honorary K B.E. for war services 
in 1946, 

\ftcT a short time as Minister of Finance under 
Nuri Said in November 1946 he became the first 
Shin Prime Minister of Iraq after the elect ions of 
March [947. Forced to resign in January |94$ by 
popular demonstracions against the Portsmouth 
Trem. he soent much of 1 L JJS abroad, hut cradualty 
recovered his position during 1949 and became 
Minister of Interior under Tawftq Suwertii in 
February 19jf>, He was not invited to join Nuri 
Suitfs cabinet in September ;tt>d he spent the 
winter months abroad- His relations with Nuri 
improved in the spring of 1951 but efforts to bring 
him into the cabinet did not succeed. Tn June he 
was granted permission to form the Popular Socialist 











Party. Saleh now seems determined to wrest the 
political leadership in Iraq from Nun and the rift 
between the two has widened singe 1951. This 
rivalry Has beat iutemirted by tlic supporters of both 
Sides, Unfortunately Saida is much under the influ¬ 
ence of S.livid Abdul M.shdt I and as a result 
his party hut become more and more identified with 
cniramist Shu iteolariinisni. For purely political 
reason^. he and his parly opposed the oil agreements 
m Parliament in February 3 952. 

Saleh's incut has justified his rise from obscurity 
to be the tirsL Shu prime Minister and most powerful 
Shin politician in Iraq, He has a strong personality 
and is capable, energetic and courageous His 
influence in the Euphrates area is greater than any 
other mails and many of Lire tetter young ofikiik 
aft Ins admirers. On the tithe: hand."as he showed 
when Prime Minister, be is dictatorial, secretive, 
pompous and vindictive: and thus he makes miry 
bitter enemies. 

As .±\i administrator Saleh Jabr left a good name, 
duut.cli he ■*>, io.' aio. d to make many jv.-mulj] 
friends. As Prime Minister he concerned hi nisei T too 
much with long-range economic planning and foreign 
policy, neglecting hi-, colleague* and his enemies and 
the necessary short-term economic measures. This 
neglect was the ultimate cause of his full. 

Hu sympathies arc with Britain, but he in a hard 
bargainer for the interests of hu country. His great 
disappointment in foreign affair* was his failure in 
194/ to persuade the Arab League to impose oil 
sanctions on the Americans as a reprisal for their 
prci'Zionist policy. He is an ardent advocate of 
Arab L iiity and in particular of the Fertile Crescent 
Plan. 

Hii first wife died m 1936 ami in i L J42 he married 
the strong-mi tided and meddlesome daughter of the 
late AdJai .,il Jcryan. chief of the influential Albu 
Sultan tribe of MsIIj. During the war her inter¬ 
ference lost hint much -rapport when the Albu Sultan 
were divided, but in recent years he has, regained, and 
profited by, the full rapport nr the HiQa district. 

He speaks English. 

104. Salih Suib al Jnblmri 

Sunni of the JoImr tribe of Mosul* born in 159B. 
CVitnrnivsioned in the Turkish army jn i*H(i and in 
the Iraqi army m 1921. he was appointed instructor 
in the newly formed Small Arms School in Bagdad. 
During this Appointment he attended, a small arms 
Course at Hythc, and later attended courses at the 
Iraqi Staff College amt the Staff College,. Carnberlcy. 
A personal friend ■ r Bckr Sidqi L-tnd a supporter 

■ if the 1436 c > ntp J'firjf. lie was retired after the 
assassinaiino of Bckr Sidqt and appointed Assistant 
0ira:tnr-General of the Iraqi State Railways. In 
1441. after Rashid Alis flight, lie wav invited to 
rejoin the army and was appointed C OC, 3rd Divi¬ 
sion, In 1944 he succeeded Ismail Vamiq tij.v.) as 
Chief of the General Staff, He still holds this 
appointment. He was promoted liculenant-general 
in 1945 and general in 1950. On handing over the 

■ !i ..j -of the Chief nf lire General Srali in ]9>i m 
Genera t Xuruddoi Mahmud (ff.v.i. he became a 
Senator,. 

He neither drink 1 -, smokes rmr Gambles, arid is said 
to be |ust and fiemesi; but he had neither the ability 
nor the personality to be a good C-G-S. stml his 
impotence as a leader was displayed in the 1948 
Palestine campaign He speaks English. 

110, Salman Sheikh Duuri 

Sunni, horn about I^OU, Once a lawyer 
and journalist* he was one of (he first Iraqis to attack 
the \ris opcnU and independently in Mfweehes and 
in the press after the outbreak of the Second World 
War, He w as a (iiunher nf the delegation of Iraqi 
iourmilisb who visited Britain in 1945 and Is Bagdad 
representative of ihc ‘3mb News \ccney He was 
elected Deputy in 1443. 3447 and IQ4R, 


Wealthy and given to women and drink, lie nas 
become a wreck of .i man. He is on intimate terms 
with members of the staff of the United States 
Embassy and wii- the only Deputy lo speak in sup¬ 
port of the ratification of the Point Four Agreement 
when it was first presented to Parliament- Formerly 
a critic of Nuri Saids Govcronwats he is now thy 
boon-companion of Nun's s. reputable aSSOciales- 
He has very little political influence. He speaks 
some French. 

Ul, Sami Fallah 

A native of Mosul of Kurdish origin, boot m 190S, 
Educated at the Teachers’ Thu rung College ill 
Bagdad, he raugM m Iraqi school*, from 3 422 to 1^25. 

In l 925 he joined the Iraqi Army and was sent 
to Sandhurst in 1926, Commissioned in ihe Iraqi 
Army in 1428. tic was attached to the newly formed 
Royal Iraqi Air Force and returned to England for 
training with the R.A.F. When he came buck to Iraq 
he wj? appointed to the Royal Iraqi Air Force, in 
which he has served ever since. 

He graduated from die Iraqi Stall College in 1437 
a, nd m 1441, after the Rashid Alt rebel lion, he was 
appointed Commander ol the R.t.A.F. He has held 
this appointment ever since (with the. rank of 
Brigadier), except for a -short interlude in 1948 when 
he was sent to Europe on a sec;ret amts purchasing 
mivnan winch was a complete failure. 

He is an energetic and jovial man. a good 
disciplinarian. and one of ihc Iraqi army’s best 
leaders He has made every effort to improve the 
training and equipment of the R.l A.F He speaks 
English well and his sympathies arc pro-British. 

112. Sami Shawfcat 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1893, Brother of Niiji 
shawkat tt/.v .j_ Graduated from Military College of 
Medicine. Istanbul, [4tr<. Joined ihc Arab army in 
Syria in 1919, 

Appointed to Iraqi Health Service 1921 ; Director- 
General of Education 1937: Director-General of 
Public Health 1936; again Director-General of 
Education 3439, 

Minister -of Social Affairs 1439 and of Education 
49441 under Nuri Said. He was re appointed Director- 
General of Education in April 1940 and retained thii 
position through the disturbance of 1941 until 1943, 
when he became Director-General of Social Affairs 

Resigned from Government service in 194^ and 
siarted die newspaper Bn'th nf Quwmi. which Was 
violently nationalist. anti-Coninimiisl amt anli - British 
and w.s -1 MipprcsMjij in 194(3. In 1949 he started a 
political party named Eilah, logctiier with a few 
retired officials. Elected Deputy for fclul in the bye- 
clcctiohs of June [150, 

He k earned, obtuse and fairly honest, with an 
exaggerated sense of his own importance. He speaks 
Arabic and Turkish only. 

113. Shakir j| >Vadi. MA.O. 

Bagdad Sunni, born 1894. An officer in ihe 
Turkish army from 1915 to the Armistice, he joined 
ihc Iraqi army in 1921. 

Promoted captain in 1928, he wus attached for 
training to RriiAh uni is in the l [(tiled Kingdom in 
|929 In 1930 he was promoted major and made 
A.ETC to King Faisal, on whose staff he served 
durint' His Majesty's State visit to Brim in in F 1 ^'. 
He was pfoinoioJ licutetmrt-colonel and attended the 
Stall College, Camber ley. in 3935. 

Returning to Iraq in 1436, he was appointed 
G S O.I. in Ihe Kirkuk Division, of which Bckr Sidqi 
was the G-O.C. and was the latter^ righf-baml mm 
in t3ie 1936 ct*up ti fztat. Appointed military attache 
in London after the murder of Bekr Sidqi in 1937, he 
was Llismtvscdl and placed on Ihe retired list a few 
wwks later, and sr*on began to take part in political 
intrigue 


Appointed second secretary in ihe Iraqi Legation in 
Tehran in 1959. he later fell under the influence of the 
German Legation there and as disrgd d'allaire* m 
1941 he dutifully carried out the instructimls of 
Rashid All's rebel Government. 

Consul at Jerusalem 1941 44. First secretary rand 
sometinies charge d’affuLinesi in the Iraqi Legation m 
London 1944 46. Appointed Master of Ceremonies 
at the Palace 1946. 

Ministei' of Defence under N'un Said November 
1946 lo March 1947 ; under Saleh .bbr March 1947 
to January 1948 : under Muxahim FaChaChi Octo¬ 
ber 1948" to January 1949; under Nuri Said 
January 1949 to December F'44 ; and under Tawfiti 
Suwcidi from f cbiujry 1950 and under Nun buid 
front Scptcmlier 1950. He acted as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs from September L950 id February 
1951 and has acted in ihe same capacity since 
July 3 95 1. He b.-c.intLi a member of the Central 
Committee of the Ccuutirational Union Party til 
Not. c m her 1950. A p; oi nwd Senalor NI arch 1949. 

Shakir enjoys the persona] friendship and con¬ 
fidence of ihe Regent, to whove infiiicnce he owes, hi* 
frequent ministerial appointments since 1946. He 
is ambitious and fairly capable . eorrufit, hm popujar 
in ihe army, for whom, through his influence with 
the Regent, lie can gel things that oilier* could not. 
He is. widely disliked in political circles, partly 
through jealousy mid pariK on account of his sciy 
disreputable private Eire. He speaks Eng fish well and 
supports Iraq's British connexion. 

■ 14. Dr. Sluiwkai .il Zttliawi 

Kurd, born about 1898, ihc son of a colonel in [Ire 
Ottoman army. Educated in Bagdad anst at, die 
Military Medical College in Conslantlnople, he joined 
the Iraqi Health 5ierviJe in 1922, 

He lias specialised in pithok^y, on which he has 
written a number of articles. He is now Director nf 
the Centra I Pathological Institute and Professor of 
Pathologv in the Renal Medical College, 

E3c was Minister of ■Sodal Affairs under Tassflq al 
Suweidi for a short time in 1946. 

In tlte Royal Medical College lie is an nicompeiciu 
imriguer, but since he is married to a daughter of 
the late Mohammed Fad hi E Pasha j ] Diighestani. 
Lind therefore has connexions with Najib al Ruivi 
rty.i'.i and Hikntai SuIjisilili [q.i'.h he cannot easily 
be unseated. He speaks FogEish, 

H5, Tahu al Has he mi 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1888. Educated al Istanbul 
and --erved ir» tlte Turkish army in Arabia and ihe 
Yemen during the Firat Work) War Appointed Eo 
tise Turkish General Staff 1920. 

He rciurncd to Bagdad in 1922, joined the Iraq 
arniv and was gdven command of the troops in 
Mosul CGS E'23 He was on the sl.ul of the 
High Commissioner for the frontier negoliatitms with 
Turkey after the Treaty of Lausanne I Q| Z4. When 
ihe post of C.G S ivas abolished he became tutor lo 
the then Crown Prrnce Ghazi 1924; Chief of the 
Census Department and Director of Education 

J92S [n he again Iwcamc C.G.S. In 1931 he 
visited the Imam Yabya anti concluded the Iraq- 
Yemen Tratty of Friendship. He in Turkey in 
October 1 936’when the Hekr Sidqi: n>tif> tl*£rat forced 
the resignation of Use Prime Minister (Tafia's brother, 
the late' Vasin al Hashemri, and he did not return to 
Iraq until September 1937, after [he murder of Bekr 
Sidqi. 

Fleeted Deputy for Bagdad December 1937 and 
again in I 9 in fp December 1^38. in cnhabiiration 
vAth the C G S., Husain Fawri tte organised 

(he miliinry dciTionslralion which caused the resigna¬ 
tion of Jamil Madfai and replaced him us Prime 
Minister b\ Nuri Said, Tohtt became Minister of 
TJefencein Nuri's Gtwernnwnl and retained (hiv port¬ 
folio in the succcoJing Govern men l of Rashid All 
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in 1940. He resigned in January 1943 and himself 
bee amt Prime Minister in February. He faited to 
break the influence of the pro-Axis nultLary ehque, 
wrio Lwcrthiew him and set up the unconstitutional 
Government of Rashid Ah a month later. He then 
reined to Turkey, where he remained foi the rcM 
of ihc war, because Nuri Said was unwilling to allow 
him jo return. 

He -.pent much of the time after the war in Syria, 
but in May 1951 he played the leading pan in the 
formation of tbe United Popular From. He was 
elected Pneadeni of tine Front's Supreme Commiuec. 
Ht knows no English but speak* French, Turkish 
and Arabic. 

116, Tab-in fjadri, K.TA .O. 

Stmtii of Damascus, bom 1S93. He was with King 
3-"aii.iil in Damascus and accompanied him to Europe 
ni 1920. Came to Bagdad with ihe King amt was 
appointed A.D.C. ::i 1921, 

Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 1932, Ik- 
accompatried King f-ai-al on his State visit in England 
in 3 933. He resigned in 1936 owing to Princess 
Aoa’s scandalous ‘ marriage. Counsellor to Iraqi 
Legation. Tehran, 1936. Consul-General, Bombay, 
1937. Director of Protocol in ihe Ministry For 
Foreign Affairs in February and Consul-General, 
Henut,, m Jub 1939, He became, in addition. 
Charge d’Arfjiires al Damascus when the Iraqi 
Government recognised the new Syrian Government 
in I'i43, Accredited as Minister lo Syria and the 
Lebanon in 1944. Acting Director-General. Foreign 
Affairs, 1945. Minister at Paris 1946, Master of 
Ceremonies at ihc Palace 1947, En June 1949 he 
temporarily appointed Minister at Tehran when the 
Regent visited Persia in (hm year, but returned lo 
his post at the Palace a few months later. 

Tahsins* sixiablc and clever and makes an efficient 
and agreeable Master of Ceremonie- He much 
cnjbvs his whisky and the company of European 
Sadies, Politically he is a light weigh i and in spite of 
his opportunities has little influence over the Regent. 
He is married to the heirecs or Abdul VV.ihhab Pasha 
Qartas of Basra. He speaks Turkish, French and 
English. His ambition is to succeed the Amir Zaid 
its ambassador in London. 

117, Carit| al k start 

Sunni, Harn in A^eppo in Tri4, S^'fi <-f (he late 
Jaafur Pasha al Ask an. Nun Said is his unde. 
Hdwated at King's College- Cambridge, from 
1932-35 and iwk a degree in engineering. In 
l93ti-37 worked as engineer 'with the Grampian 
Elcclricily Supply Company in !ko|ia.nd. Engineer 
in the Ijfireeioraic-Gcrtcta! of Irrination, 19.37-42. 
Deputy for Kut. 1943 4R, From May to CXiober 
194S screed si nit ihe Arab Legion in Jerusalem and 
held rhe rank nf captain Appointed Director of the 
Agricultural Seeiioo of the Development Eloard in 
April 1952. 

Tsriq is a member of the Higher Committee of 
Nwris Constitutional Union Party. InteffigenL 
wealthy, able and witty, he is one of the few younger 
Iraqis with u balanced judgment Althnugh a. sincere 
Nationalist lie regards the shorteomings of his own 
countrymen with amused cynicism, He is a genuine 
friend and admirer of Britain and a believer tn the 
British comtcvion He i* also friendly with Ihe 
United States Embassy. Tanq speaks excellent 
English. Turkish and some French. His. wife, a 
daughter of the late laifar a\ Pichachi. al^o speaks 
good English and appears in mired society, They 
entertain frequently and well. 

1 IS. Tawtiq al \aifi 

Sunni, horn about Ut95. A Mudcot ai Ihr Law 
School in Bagdad at the outbreak of the First World 
lie completed his studies afier the British 
occupation and was appointed to it post in the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice in 192 3. 

K 






From 1926 io 1943 he was a judge and served 
in many pan-* of the country. [hough tne hulk of hi* 
service was m Bagdad. He catered she reputation 
of a vlrong ami ;us,t judge without political ambitions. 

Appointed Mutasairif of Kui 1943. and tran&ferttd 
to Diwaiuya 1944. Minister of Economics under 
Sikh Jabr from September 1947 to January |94S, 
and of Interior under Nun Scud from March to 
September 1949- Appointed Comptroller-General of 
Accounts m November 1949. 

Hs; i> a quiet, retiring man who neither smokes nor 
drinks. 

He was u grvod judge, but a poor administrator. 
He k impassive and unimaginative, and needs always 
the letter of the law to support a decision that others 
mas enforce, Though not a member of Saleh Jabr's 
parts, he li one of hi-* principal -.upporrers. lie 
speaks no English. 

I 19. Tiiuliq Sms nidi 

Sunni, ol a welt-csiablLsfied Bagdad family, bom 
about 1889, Educated at Bagdad. Istanbul and fans, 
wheie he studied International Lass, he was appointed 
interpreter to the Ministry of Education at Istanbul 
in l l *13. In the -amic year he represented Iraq at the 
Arab Conference in Pans. During the First World 
War he was in Istanbul. After the armistice tie 
joined the Arab Government in Syria .inJ was 
appointed a judge at Damascus, He seturned to 
Bagdad in 1921 and w.ih appointed Assistant Govern- 
merit Counsellor .md Director of the Law School. 

Deputy from 1924, Fr&stdenT of the Chamber 
1929, he ha', held Hie following Cabinet posts: 
Education under Abdul Musin' Su'adun 3 928 ; 
Foreign Affairs under Jamil Madfai in 1934 ; Justice 
in Jamil Madfai’s twelve-day Cabinet of 1935; 
Foreign Affairs again under Mad fa i 1937 ; Foreign 
Affairs under Taha a3 Hashiim 1941. He was Deputy 
Prime Minister under Nun Pasha for a short time In 
1943 but resigned the following year when the con¬ 
stitutional vMidity of (his office was called in question 
He was Prime Minister in 1929. 1946 and (950 end 
joined Vuri Said's Cabinet as Deputy Prime Minister 
arid Acting Mmister for Foreign Affairs in Fcbruaiv 
1951 Resigned from the Cabinet in July' I95f. 
Member of the Regency Council during the ftegent's 
brief visit to Amman in Jure 3952. 

Tawliq was Iraqi Minister at Tehran In t9jl and 
h.*K bad considerable diplomatic experience. As 
Minister for Foreign Affairs he headed the Iraqi 
Delegation to Geneva in 1937, where be is said to 
hine hand kid the Palestine and Avonan questions 
w iili la.iand moderation. He again represented Iraq 
at Geneva in 1938 and afterwards visited London to 
discuss the Palestine problem with the British Foreign 
and Colonial Secretaries He was a member of die 
Iraqi Dentition to the San Francisco Conference in 
1945. and in 194ft he was one of the signatories of 
the unrat tiled Portsmouth Treaty 

His elder brother, the fate Na,ii Suweidi. was a 
prominent member of Rashid Ali’s rebel Government 
but Tawfiq was not implicated in the movement. 
Nevertheless, he is not completely trusted by the 
Regent and was not appointed a Senator until 1947. 
The Regent a bo vetoed Nun's proposal to include 
him in his Cabinet in the autumn of 1949. 

Tawfiq is intelligent, subtle and not altogether 
honest, either pniitienllv nr finanrinJh tn Arab 
affair- lie Generally follows the Egyptian lead and 
in Iraqi polities he is normally opposed to Nuri Said 
but has co-operated with him on occasion, He t< 
popularK supposed to be a Liberal, It was he who 
permitted the operation of political parties in 1946 
after thev had I seen banned for many yean, and for 
a short time in 1946 he was president of the Liberal 
Parts He atiohas some reputation as a nationalist, 
but it i- doubtful if anv of his political convictions 
are sironoly held He is a rich mart, « landed, pro¬ 


prietor, who ha* also wide business interests, in many 
casts in partnership with Iraqi Jews. He is known 
to base used his. political influence in favour of his 
business interest!,. He has a keen sense of humour* 
is excellent company and speaks French anti English 
fluently but incorrectly. 

120. Tawfiq VY ah bi \Ju ruf. C’.B.F. 

Kurd of Sulamiamva, born in I887„ Graduating 
fmni the Turkish Military College in 1904. he served 
m European Turkey and wa> a regimental com¬ 
mander and later a dal; officer in the Ottoman army 
during the 1914-18 war. 

After the war he joined the Iraqi army and was 
appointed Military Adviser to Sheikh Mahmud (q.v.) 
in. 1923. Leaving Sheikh Mahmud when the latter's 
conduct became impossible, he v,y* appointed Com- 
nun Jam of ihc Bagdad Military College with the 
rank of eo-Ione], fn 1924 he was rent on -i course 
to the United Kingdom. 

Mutasarrif of Sulittittimiya for a short time in 1930, 
he remained unemployed for several y ears afterwards 
but was ultimately appointed Director-General of 
Surveys. He resigned from Government service in 
1941 and made a comfortable fortune as a contractor. 

Minister of Economics under tfamdi Pachachi 
1944-46, of Education under Saleh Jabrin 1947. and 
of Social Affairs under Tawfiq al Suwddi in I‘150. 
Made u Senator in L943, 

Appointed Honorary C-BJF,, for war services in 
1946. Elected second vice-president of Salefe Jabr's 
Popular Socialist Pirn in Julv i»5L Although at 
first in enthusiastic supporter of Saleh Jabr his faith 
in 1 he party is beginning to weaken. 

Tawfiq is keenly interested in Kurdish culture and 
has spent much time compiling Kurdish dictionaries 
and writing Kurdish grammars. To voting Kurdish 
nationalists he pleads moderation, but he is not 
influential with them. 

He Is a kind man. frank, affable and an Anglophile 
being honorary vice-president of the British Institute 
Club and chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
British Council-sponsored Preparatory School in 
Bagdad. His achievements in office fall short of his 
excellent intentions, and he is not a man to sway 
his colleagues. He speaks English, Persian ant! 
Turkish as well as Kurdish and Arabic 


!2). t in;lr Nailbini 

Kurd, born Kifri 1893, Educated at the Bagdad 
Low School, he was a civil judge before the 19] 4-18 
war and Public Prosecutor to the Bagdad Military 
Court during the war. 

He served as a judge again from !92l to 1927. and 
frail rlicri! to 3 437 he was Mtitesarrif in a number of 
provinces Director-General of Revenues 1937-38. 

Minister of Economics and Communications and 
later 4-if Interior under Nuri Said 1939-40; of Com¬ 
munications and Works under Rashid Afi in 1940; 
of interior under l.iha al Hishimi in 1941 arid under 
Nuri Said 1943-44; of Justice under Tawfiq al 
Suwdcfi in l f M6„ under Nuri Said November 1946 
to March 1947 and under Mohammed al Sadr 
January to March 1948 : and of Interior under 
Mu/ahim Pachachi 1948 49. Deputy Pome Minister 
under Nuri Said 1949 Again Minister of Interior 
under Mi Jaudat December 1949 tn February 1950 
and again in February 1951 under Nuri Said, whose 
cabinet he ioined as Minister without Portfolio in 
December 1950. He has been a Senator since 1939. 

He probably owes his rise to eminence to the 
friends he made in ihc provinces fespecialh in the 
North) where he served its Mtfasdtrif, to thp support 
of Nuri -SaM. and (o a cautious and dignified 
demeanour He fs detested by Saleh Jabr's parly. 
He sneaks no English He enjoys the Regent's 
confidence 
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122. Yahyu Qa.^sim 

Sunni of Mosul, bore 1913. Educated Bagdad 
Law College, 

He joined Government service in 1936, Was 
appointed Superintendent in the Council of Ministers 1 
Office in 1937 and Later transferred to the Iraqi Stale 
Railways, 

He was al that time an active Left-winger, and 
was reported to have a band in the publication of the 
clandestine newspaper At Shiirara. til 3 943 be was 
arrested for the distribution of Leftist literature and 
Was discharged from the Iraqi State Railways In 
(944 he started the newspaper A l Slut'ttb as the orgon 
of tiie now defunct Leftist party of that name. He 
now owns and edits this paper himself, and it is no 
longer connected with any party. He visited England 
with a party of journalists in 1945 and became a con¬ 
vinced and outspoken admirer of the British people. 
In 1946 he joined the National Democratic Party 
but soon resigned owing to personal difference'., He 
was taken up by Sateh Jabr in 1947 and accompanied 
him to London in January 1943 for the signature 
□ I" the unratified Portsmouth Treaty, He again visited 
England in the summer of 1949 and 1952. In 
addition to journalism he practises as □ lawyer and 
is paid a retainer by the Iraq Petroleum Company. 

YoJiya is a clever young man with a frank and 
friendly manner and a pronounced stammer. His 
newspaper h above the low level of the Bagdad press, 
and he has the courage on occasion to express 
unpopular opinions. He 1 - completely loyal to Saleh 
Jabr, whom he regards it 1 - Iraq's main hope for the 


future, hut he is also on close terms with Nuri. He 
has not abandoned his Socialist leaning*, and is a 
sincere advocate of reforms, but he is now no 
revolutionary:. He is married to a niece of the late 
Amin Zaki Suleiman and speaks good English. 


1-3, Vint Vbdulhih al Guihmj tSaiyfdl 

Sunni, born ly07 of the family of the NaqLbs of 
Bagdad, Educated at Bagdad and Baftiol College. 
Oxford. 

He returned to Iraq in 1934 and was appointed to 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which he became 
Director of ihc Political Section in 3 945, Director- 
General in 3 949, Acting Lndcr-Secretary in January 
3951 and Lnder-Secretary in 1952. He became a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in November 1950, He was a member of the Iraqi 
Delegations to Arab League meetings in 1949 and 
1950. Member of the Iraqi Delegation to the United 
Nations Assembly. 1952. 

'j usuf is intelligent and friendly, cautious and a 
little shy. He takes no part in pwlilics and is well 
informed only on those questions of Iraqi foreign 
policy 011 which he is employed He complains of 
the amateurish and emotional conduct of Iraq’s 
foreign relations by his successive political chiefs, and 
is occasionally critical of the intervention of the 
Regent in the detailed conduct of foreign affairs. He 
is, however. 2 loyal, discreet and competent official. 
He speaks excellent English, and his wife, who is also 
a Gailani, appear- in mi*cd society . 
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No, II 


IRAQ: MEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Sir J. Trout beck to Mr, Eden. (Received 22nd September) 


fNo. 129, Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, 17th September. /952. 

With reference tg my despatch No. 110 
(1902 •71/51) of 26th .lune, 1951, I have the 
honour to transmit to you the accompanying 
report on Heads of Foreign Missions in 
Bagdad, 

1 have, &c, 

J. M. TROUTSECK, 


Enclosure in No. 11 

Kr-parl on Ihe Heads of IoMeu Misdons 
Bagdad. 1952 

(FfiSS&ges marked with an asterisk arc 
reproduced front previous reports) 

Abdul SAmnd K1un h Minister t29lh May, 1952), 

Abdul Snmad Khan has served in London, Paris 
and Rome. Before coming to Bagdad was Permanent 
Fnder-Setrctary in the Ministry of foreign Affairs. 

China 

Shen Yuch, Charge d'Affuircs, 

Sheri Yueh represents the 1 nrmpjat regime. Con¬ 
sequently I have no relations with him. 

Anwar Mohamcd Zuki has been Charge d"Affaires 
rinoe Kc June, 1952. 

The last Minister, All mod Mohumed Fairag, went 
on leave on chat date, hut luis since Iwcn appointed 
Minister of Foreign Mhiirs in General Ncpuib's 
Government, 

Fraiicr 

Claude Achillc Glume. Minister (22nd June, 1950). 

*M. Chirac is a career diplomatist, lie served 
before the war ai Washington and Tehran and wav in 
charge of the Consulate at Tetuan. which he handed 
over to the Free French after the Allied landings in 
1942. EI c was subscq non t ty in I Jsbon and C hungk iug 
;md in JndkHChina as diplomatic counsellor to the 
High Commissioner, He was appointee) inspo.h-r- 
Gctiernl of French diplomatic missions in [947, 

He gives me the impression that he will take more 
kindly to Bagdad than ho predecessor. He speaks 
English well. (Written in 1956.) 

*M. Ctarac is an excellent colleague, mtdHgem, 
co-opcrativc and blessedly unsullied by protocol. 
He is a close personal friend of several in embers 
of my tutf He seems to accept philosophically 
both the somewhat unenviable position enjoyed by 
3ik country in Iraq and tlw meagrenevs of the slaif 
which the Quid d’Or&ay allots to the French Legation 
here. 

M. Claroc is a widower, tWritten in 1951.} 

The French Legation is likely to he to the 

status of art embassy now that this step has been taken 
in Damascus, Beirut, Amman and Tel Aviv. 
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l-fuh See 

Mgr. Armand ttiemu: (Banquet du Ghayla, 
Apostolic delegate (20th November* IMS). 

' Mgf. Du Chav la, the Latin Archbishop of Bagdad, 
was appointed Apostolic Delegate on 20th November, 
194k. He is a Frenchman and a member of the 
Carmelite Order. His appointment represent’ a 
departure from the stand hitherto taken by the Iraqi 
Government that the Apostolic Delegate in liaq 
should not be the national of ;i major Power. He 
an agreeable and cultivated man. and it is always a 
pleasure to meet lum He has spent ten years in 
Bagdad. 

Mgr. Du Chayla's diplomatic position is still 
not regularised, {Written in E949.) 

*Mgr. Du Chayla is a sick man. He has relumed 
to France in order to have an operation, [Written 
in irn) 

*He lias returned (o Bagdad hm makes no secret 
of his opinion that twelve years' 1 residence here is 
enough. Aristocratic and fisudimis, he dots not seem 
to have taken very kindly to Iraqis, whether of The 
Muslim or Christian persuasion. [Written in I95t.) 


Indonesia 

Dr, R. TixUwiniiia, Minister U^th March, 1951.) 

‘Dr, Tirtawinata, who has the personal rank of 
Ambassador, was At to racy-Genera I m die Indonesian 
Government, but lost ihe post apparently because of 
his failure to secure the extradition of Westcrling from 
Singapore, and of other short-comings, lbs ap^vint- 
men! in Bagdad is therefore attributed to political 
motives. 

In addition loan array of secretaries. Dr, Tirtawimm 
has a wife and a considerable family, to whom he is 
anxious to give an English education. He goes 
out of his way tit be affable and friendly bat does not 
Strike me as a man of any great personality. He and 
his wife both speak English. (Written in ]9H,t 


Italy 

Guelfo 7.:nnboni. Minister Ord November, ]9J|). 

M. Zamboni* who came here from Moscow, was 
regarded by my late American colleague as both 
intelligent and charming. I have no? yet discovered 
any great qualities in M, Zamboni myself. perhaps 
because I am so little of a bridge player. 


Jordan 

Abdullah VbZercykat has been Chtrgc d‘Affaires 
since 1st January, 1952- 

He goes out of his way to show courtesy to this 
embassy. 


Lebanon 

Kudhim a] Xolh, Miniiter {9lh August. 1947 V 
•Kadhim al So|h k e coutin of fluid aE Solh. 
Prime Minister of the Lebanon, Aged about 45, 
and a Strnni Moslem of Berrui, be is a graduate of 
the Damascus Law School. He darted life as a 
journalist, until his paper was suspended by the French. 
Subsequently he organised a small but influential 
nationalist (but not anti-British) political party, the 
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Nidu ii\ Qammi. He speaks good French' and soim* 
F tyglish (Written in 394K.) HU wife is purdah. 

*K;idhirn at Solh docs not -.ccn, to have acquired 
any influence with the Iraqis and I hjie seldom met 
him in Iraqi houses, tttrilt.cn in 1950.) 

He circulates in society more than he lesl-J u>, 
hut his personality does n«i become more impressive 
on closer acquaintance. I con sum ly iind myself 
in the embarrassing position of forgetting who he is. 

Netherlands 

*M„ tt. A. A. M. Daniels, who h,u1 been Minister 
since 1947. and who resided in Beirut, has been 
transferred to Stockholm, and M. B. A. Piets, who 
bad been serving as First Secretary resident in Bagdad 
since July 1949* presented a letter or ,Vd June, 1951. 
as Charge d l Affaires m pied, 

M. Piets with ha?s English wife, its a considerable 
asset to Bagdad society, though hrv official duties 
cam not be very overwhelming, (Written in 1953.} 

He iv now also accredited in Amman. 

Persia 

Hussain Quds Vtkha't. Ambassador (4th Jure, 
1951}. 

Ml Hussain puds Nakha'i iNu. 149 in Persian 
FetsonaHtito for 1950) htts held various, posts In the 
Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and has served 
in Washington. London and Immir. 

The Iraqis regard him ft* & great improvement 
on his predecessor (hough (hey are surprised at the 
rapidity with which he’has reached ambassadorial 
rank. Reports preceded him Chid he was violently 
anti'British but my experience of him suggests quite 
the contrary, fie is obviously unhappy about the 
present state of affairs in Tehran* and speaks uarmJfy 
of his life m London* where Etc has served ihree times* 
the last time during the war. fie speaks English 
IIucj ily and is has ing his children educated in England. 
His wife is also there al present. 

Saudi Arabia 

Abdullah Al khaiysl. Minister (9th February* 1947). 

‘After a period in the legation ax a secretary and 
theft as Chnrgt d'Affaires. Abdullah AJ Kbsiynl was 
appointed Minister in February 1947. He is friendly 
and intelligent, a genuine Saudi front Riyadh* bu| 
is disliked by the Iraqis*. who suspect the legation 
of acting as an inter tv ediary between Rashid Alt 
and hi* friends in Iraq, 1 would not trust him far. 
He has taken lessons in 1 nglish from the British 
Council staff and hns m.idc considerable progress. 

Last year he surprised Bagdad society by giving 
the first Saudi parly to which ladtci were invited, 
lie went home for a month on leave in April for the 
lirsE time in many years, (Written in 1950.) 

He is a regular visitor to the British Institute uiuf 
circulates a good deal in society, 

Soaut I'nluA 

•There ii no Soviet Minister accredited to Bagdad - 
Since April 1950 ihe legation hns reuuincd in charge 
of M Sergei Ncmchirtov* who lias the rank of First 
Secretary. M Nenrich i nov came from Moiieou, 
where he I tad been concerned with Middle Eastern 
affairs. He wav born in Moscow in 1910. and has 
spent most ivf hi 1 - life there. Me taught history 
in the Inivcrrii; of Moscow, specialising in the period 
up to the seventeenth century. During the war he 
went into the army, but owing to defective eyesight 
was not renl to the front; instead he served at a 
stuff officer on training formations in Siberia, He 
docs not appear to have been long in (he Russian 
diplomatic service, but w*m for a few years m Cairo 
after (be war. He is not an aggressive type of 
Russian and seems to want to make himself agreeable* 
He sjXMki English slowly and carefully. He is 
married. (Written in 1951..) 


He is now complaining of some nervous disorder 
and say* that he is asking for a transfer on grounds 
or health. 

Spake 

Juan Manuel de Yristeeui, Minister 111 Lb February, 

194S). 

*Formerly Squish Consul-General in Jerusalem, 
He is si out and amiable and speaks passable English. 
(Written in I949.t He is also accredited to Kabul. 
He es seldom here, and for most of the time since 
my arrival the legation has been in charge of 
M- Pedros Anioiko Cuyus y Orris de la Vega an 
Uiwihibitod bachelor* who though far from stupid, 
provides the diplomatic circle here with most of its 
comic relief", 

Turkey 

Ahmet Urn nr has been Charge d T Affaires since 
4th July. mi. 

The former Minister, M, Rahim Apak retired Crum 
the service on 15th July, 1952, and has not yet been 
replaced. The Charge dAflaircs is a friendly and 
competent man. who speaks good French. 

United Srato 

3 he Hon. Burton Yosi Berrv. Ambassador. (,25th 
June. 1957). 

Mr. Berry was born in 1901. in Indiana, He is a 
career diplomat who has servi-d in Istanbul* Tehran 
and Athens, Before coming to Bagdad he was in 
i3ic State Department qs l>cputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern* South Aslan and African 
Affairs. 

Mr. Berry is .5 hard-working bachelor who dislikes 
being hurried and does hi* Best to avoid, the dis- 
traction Of AOCiiU life, He seems to have few interests 
outside his office, hut confesses to being a nutni amorist. 
First contacts indicate that lie will 3*e a shrewd and 
co-operative colleague. 


Rtpft'M’ntaifYtj, at vetstiiit'ii to tilt ftuq Gmemmem 
but resident eljttnvhere 

Hclgium 

There is at present no Btlpmu Minister accredited 
to the Iraq Government. 

M. Laurent Janssen resides he re as Charged "Affaires 
Ha hi quiet but friendly and charming person* with a 
pleasant wife. They ^pcak iutie English.. 

Denmark 

A.rcl SpoTon-I ccdlcr, Minister (7th April. (949}, 
M. Sporon-J icdler, who was formerly Danish 
Consul-Genera I in San Francisco, is also accredited 
10 Tehran, where he normally resides, He paid a 
short m^U to Bagdad in April 1951, accompanied 
by his wife and another one in the summer of 1951. 
accompanied by a secretary, 

Ethiopia 

There is at present rtu Ethiopian Minister accredited 
to the Iraq Government. Petros Sihlou, Charge 
d‘Affaires, oj. is resklciU in Cairo. 

Green 

There is at preset no Greek Minister accredited 
to the Iraq Government. 

Cons Cl mine Itimarku., Charged‘Affaires, is resident 
in Beirut. 

Mesko 

There is at present no Mexican Minister accredited 
to the Iraq Government. Dr. Salvador Pardo 
Bnlland, Charge d'Affaires, is resident m Beirut, 
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Norway 

Erntsi Kiogb H&ittcn* Miniaicr 6.14th April, 1949}, 

‘M, Krogh-Flarsen is accredited also to Turkey* 
Pakistan and Persia and is resident in Ankara. He 
spent two weeks here after presenting Ins credentials 
in the (vain) hope ot concluding an Air Agreement 
rapidly, {Written in 1949.) 

He has not been here since. (Written in 19$0.) 

He spent a day or so in Bagdad in May 1951 and 
scans a friendly person. 


Sweden 

Cunnar Jarring, Minister. 

M, Jarnng is also accredited to Tehran, and is 
never seen here. 

Switzerland 

Fraiu Kapptkr* Minister (24th February* !95l). 
M*, Knppdcr, who reride* in Beirut, was formerly 
Churgc! d'Aifsires ett pied. The only resident member 
01 the sEtlTis M. J. P. Jcquicr. He and his Austria.n 
wife are very popular in the foreign comm unity. 
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